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ALL Uial need be snid in favor of the aubscqUEttf ' 
»fOTlt, (and which alionld be a BuJlici«nt recoiDmenda- 
lion'liicntiUR it trithe imtrunagrc of every friend to fe. 
male virtue, and capcclallj- sueli psrents as intend tbeiV 
children to be their eomforlin life and an lionor to Ibem 
ftflcr tlieir deccaae), is, tlwt it is inlcntled as a ciiun- 
teppoisc to those vile snd vulgar publications which ai 
conltnudly teeming front our pces&es, and tvhich i 
cretly instil the most destructive moral poiaon iulo 11 
minds of the rising' geuetntion, and cveittuAlIy pra ^_^ 
the dcfitruclion of thousands of (he giddy, the vDlatile)>9 
and the gay. There is no doubt but that this perform- 
ance (if parents would, judiciously, put it inio ttieji 
children's hands) would iiOT only prove ftn antidote to 
obviate tb* influence of i-ucli pernicioua publication), 
but also incline the juvenile mind to pursue, admire, 
and gain the irlrinsic virtue, llial pearl of ^itat price. 
which alone can adorn the sex, and which is infinitely 
•uperior to beauty, riches and fame, or even honors, 
sceptpcf, and crowns, for "beauty unchiste, is beauty 
in diig^ace." In order to ;>rore the authenticity oftbe 
above asiertion, I would ask, what is a female crowned 
with b«auty, honor, and riches, vrilhout virtue' I an- 
swer, like the painted sepulchre, beautifVil without, 
but rottenness and putrefaction within; what is ihe 
■without in/irmnf inn? I answer, no better than the wild 
JnJian who iravcracsjbe banlca of the Osage. But to 
tevene tbe quBBtlftn, what ii a real virtuous and pious 
fetnale, adorned with pcTaouBl heauty and intellectual 
kcquirementu^ 'She it no leas thin the gtory of man, 
tb« ornament of nature, the favorite of Heaven, and 
ilie daughter of Jehovah himself. ^ Jiim\\MT M^tiAMt- 
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'cumsUiicd I woald suggest, which should irreslstib!7 
fitimulate parents to put such performances as this in 
their daughter's hands, and that is—a thousand snares 
on eve^jr side (in addition to injurious hooks) a^e laid 
to entice them from the flowery paths of virtue^ even 
tvhile their parents liye, and more especially after their 
death. In order to demonstrate the fatality of parents ' 
neglecting this precaution, witness the thoi^saxids of in- 
>Continent fbmales who crowd our cities^ of all ranks 
And of all ages^ many of whom are the degenerate 
children of the most respectable parents, and who, 
through paternal neglect, are the pests of society, in- 
stead of being the virtuous mothers of respectable and 
lionorable families. Finally, the present performance 
is enriched with the most elegant selected (a.nd some 
original) poetry, in order to make it an entertaining as 
irell as valuable acquisition to the fair sex, for whose 
benefit it was composed, and to whom it is dedicated 
lirith the most profound respect and veneration, by 
t^qir rca) £ricnd| and humble servant, 

THE AUTJiai;, 
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THERE U no doiibt but many ini 
diioovered by the ^microscdpc of crit 
sequent dcsullor}' performance. Eve 
lioUi ob*ervcr may deicr; Inadvertei 
Bulhor ba» »cen tbiB bimself when perusij 
script, but he tound >t dittculi to correctit. ii« 
ulKTllliDg lo obliterate ihc .cniinieBia alluded to, ' 
wcie, »f i^ourse. reuoinied, with considerable 
ttonsi and, at anj' rate, were of such impurtanc 
to induce him klmoat to conclude, they could nut be 
too onen repestedi i>i order to inform the ininda, and 
reforin the hearlj, of the pe?sonB he wai iolicilous to 
benefit, fie conceived it nat only excusable, but, in 
some cespccts, neceaaary to repeat sentiments intrinsic- 
ally motoentou:! and intimately connected with their 
pretest and Aiture trclfsre. f he author's phrascolog)' 
»tid animadiersions wiH prore, toa dentonitration, tlist, 
ao hr from courting the littrary fame, which authors 
in Kencral are so enamoured with, he turns his back, 
not only on this intellectual vapour, but i 
wad that Icadl to |topularily. Hi> primary object, nay,-, 
the bappinesi, the only Ueawcn he desires to aoliclpalfr^ 
here, or enjoy hereafter, is in ptoasln^ his munificenCM 
Creator, gaining his approbation, protnotiag his gloryy j 
kivV Ui« f ») bappioeo of mankind. Vf'ilb t«a^<t^\V~ 
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I TiiisE, I &m correct, wlien I affirm, 
j<ct, Bl the present rrUis, van be eitilbitcid for ptf 
tic inspection, more deserving serinuii ultention tlitrT 
Ihe presenl: and at no peviod of the woiltl bus the sub- 
ject before us called more loudly rorconsidentLon thait 
h now tloei. Will any rmtn have the cITVonlery to Je- 
bjr this atiertion, or to oug-gest d conttary Gentimenti 
vrlien it ii considered, that on the female part of soci- 
ety, at first, derolvc» the imjioftanl care of the riainp^ 
^enerillocii tliose who must be the defenders of ow 
UBtural rights, liie supporters of our V4luftble p»i*Ue- 
ges. His Ihcy who (otin tbe mind to think, who firet 
••Itaeh the young idea Anw to ihoOt," 

charms (o raptivute the wisest and enamour the best o 
men; 10 Usd monarctia in ^dHcii chains, and even de-? 
ciJc tlic fate of nations. It is they who may b 
■idcrcd the most siiperlatirelr amiable, and traoscend-f 
cntly charming part of the ofchiteoture of the Etcr 
f (t is thfy, to use the empbnli c language of a scrijit jifq p ^ . 

ind all th« people 
bare rule by sea and lund. Even of tbem came tl 
anil tbi-y nouiislied them up that plauted the vitit-y: 
IVoni whcnco the wine cometh. These also m.kc 
mentt fur men, these bring plory unto mem an<l i<idl 
i>ut tvQmcn cannot men be, Vea, and if m'/n b 
Vhercd logethrr golU anil 3.1»er, or any other 
thing, do thi-y not love a woman which is vomrly !n^ 
i^or lad beauty | An<J Icuiog all ll»3e \UTi(t %o^ &« 
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they not {^apc, and even with open mouth 6x their eye« 
fast on her; and have not all men more desire unto her 
than unto silver or ^old» or any gfoodly thin^ whatsoev* 
er? A manleaveth his own father that brought him up, 
and his own country, and cleaveth unto his wife. He 
sticketb not to spend his life with his wife, and remem-' 
bercth neither father nor mother nor country. By this 
also ye must know, that women have dominion over your 
do ye not labor and toil, and give and bring all to tho 
woman? Vca, a man taketh his sword, and goeth bis 
way to rob, and to steal, to sail upon the 8[ea and up« 
on the rivers; and looketh upon a lion, and goeth ini 
the darkness; and when he hath stolen, spoiled and 
robbed, he bringeth it to his love. Wherefore a man 
loveth hisi wife better than father or mother. Yea, 
many there be, that have run out of their wits for wo- 
men, and become servants for their sakes. Many also, 
have perished, have erred and sinned, for women. 
And now, do you n ot believe me? Is not ,the king g reat 
in his j>ower? ( po not all regions fear to toucl 
Yet did I sec him and Apome, the king's concubine,) 
the daughter of the admirable Barticws sUtmg at the< 
right hand of the king, and taking the crown from \hv(\ 
s king's head, and setting it upon her own headi s he alJl 
\80 ^tr.uck the. kiQ g with her^ left_ i^ajid,f And yeTfbr 
all this, the king gaped and gazed upon her with open 
mouth; if she laughed upon him, he laughed aUo: but 
if she took any displeasure at him, the king* %vas fain to 
flatter, that she might be reconciled to him again, o, 
ye men, how* can it bo but women should be so strong, 
seeing they do thus?.*** 

Finally, it is with them that the most profound poli- 
ticians, the wisest statesmen, the mosi invincible cham- 
pions, the greatest generals, the ingenious artists, ant] 
oveji pulpit orators, spend, on an average, t'A'o-thirda 
•f their mo3t hsipp}' ^^^ pleasurable moments. Theit, 
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Is it of no imt)ortance to inform the mind and e&tabllsU 
the virtue of women; to erect ramparts, in order to 
stop seduction in its mad, and too successful career; 
shut the floodgates of temptation wliich modern fashions 
have opened; shelter female innocencefrom^th^jilQO- 
j^atjoi^^ofliberti^nism; an^d^^.finan2%C"^irmrethe smallest 
bud of their juvenile virtue to its full blossom, and 
thereby promote individual tranquillity, domestic feli- 

f city, national prosperity, and the honor and happiness 

f ©fposterityj""^ ^ 
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chapteh 1. 

PreUininaTy Observatioiis on Modern rnsUiin?, 



VHEN fio many spuriouH, futilcv anil perm-' 
fiious |iul)licsiUans arc tf^cniiiig l'it»ni one pi-Ff^e^ 
whicli tend to dcatroy auctal iiitercoiii'sc, lcgttt-3 
mate nsHOcintion, female Jiiiioc«iicc, and moral 
abligutlon; and whicli arc read with avidit/. ilis- 
ecminatcd with alacrity, and rewartleil witli po- 
ptdiu-ity; when U can be proved, to a matli«mati- 
eal certainty, tbat as aoon as depravity of roor- 
alti in a nation liccomca general, poiiiilar, aiirf 
fashiuiiable, tlie seed <it' destruction is engender- 
ed, tlie preliminary to degmdatinn is advancing, 
aiid UiHt nation lieginH to nud to its fall: I say. 
when Uiis is the case, may I not venture to take- 
up my pen In endeavor at least to counttrrpoise the 
delefi'i-ioiis vtTects wbicli tlie numei'ous, popular, 
tliougli iiijudicioua, publications of tliis degener- 
ate age. iinfjuestionably liave to destroy iemalc 
virtue and domestic tran<|uillity. I nill be bold 
Jo guy, tliat a debauchee the most artful, or a., , 
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libertine the most proficient in the ai'ts of seduc- 
tion, could not wisli a more efficacious auxiliary, 
a more effectual stimulous to facilitate his designs, 
and to accomplish his wishes, than the female 
fashions, and many of the popular publications 
whicli are, a-la-mode, the order of the day. 

My primary object, in the subsequent stric- 
tures, is to demonstrate, by arguments as plain 
as A, B, C, and clear as a ray of light, that 
the radical causes of tlie miseries and premature 
degradation of a large majority of the human 
race, are the effects of paternal indulgence and 
fraternal neglect. 

Though my talents for composition are not to 
be compared to those of some, who merely use 
Ihem for the purpose of exciting the laughter of 
the volatile and the gay; and, at the same time, 
mei't the disapprobation of the wise and the good, 
ciuise a blush on the cheek of modesty, and a 
groan from the bj*ca.st of ])hilanthvopy; yet eve- 
ry friond to the human family will, I am confi- 
dent, be inclined to apj)rove of my well m«ant 
endeavors for the good of mankind, though they 
cannot apjdaud my qualifications. But it should 
in justice, be remembered, that while the writ- 
ers alluded to are abundantly supplied with op- 
portimities for composition, pecuniary and scho- 
lastic resources and convcniencics, i am destitute 
of all these accommodations. 

Stimulated by disinterested philanthropy, af- 
ter the avocations of each day is past, I appropri- 
ate that season which others necessarily spend in 
sleep to the arrangement and composition of this 
and my other works. 

The following, therefore, may be very pro])cr- 
ly called, '^•Midnight Thoughts on the ffrciched- 
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ntit ae'uhiig in dviUzed Society;" which, in a 
ly irxjiect*, amy be consWcrctl an ali^BH ol' I 
irtai) (legciiertic}-, utrewetl «ith briars and llior 
InaU'ad of » I.crrr.si trial paradise, rar]ii-ti'il \tilh 
rosrs, wliich would undoubtedly bo llic case, ^vcre 
tlie vo;ari<rs uf civilization iis tenacious of main- 
taining the chararlera uf virtuouH auil bciKmileat 
{wi-snnK. as they arc those, of hnnuntblc m 
Itmiaralile, revewnil ami right i-cvereiid, cxcc 
Icnry, *(c. ficc. The most superficial view of t 
viliz«d and sarnge niitiona. Mlirre ItteratiiijS 
flourishes; or whcrr ignorance [irnvails, willR 
nisti tlic pliiluntbropist vilh woeful <?xbibit(oiii 
that are eiiungh to make fenialc delicacy aliuclde^ 
sensibility sigh, and hiimiioity melt into teai-BJ 
atiil wb'iit enbuNCLS the |iiiiiirul seiisalin ' 

niclaiKhtdy relleetion, (liat tlit) inistries alltiilei 
to, lire not iliniinisliiiig, tlivoUgli the iiitlnenof 
and exaiuplCvi uf tbo virtiHKiti, butafc, ala»! 
CiimnUtlng through th« hmieiul aUuroumits I 
tltc victuua- 

AVIk-ii I survt*y actual tcenes, which soon i 
nia!)t too tragical to b« authentic, too romantll 
tft he i*al, too horrible to meet ths ear op oye « 
Ihft humane: ami when 1 i-eHect thut it la utt«i' 
im]H)asihie for me to remedy those aeenea of hi£ 
man woe. an involuntary desire rnabes into m __ 
Kilnil to be lodged in soiue solitary wildcnieaSt^l 
where I might weep for the wretchedness and de- 
gradation of my rellow-ci«atures. children of the 
same original parents, t'l-oated for high beatitude 
in hPo\eii. andttbe InrdH ofthe creation on enrtlif-. 
u littlr lower than tlie uugelH, but, on lurcnilBf 
(if mural evil, ratitncnl one st«p below the b 
toi'l bnt uno aboye internal spiritu. 
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I profess to lie a |>)iilHiithi-n))vst. I neck no In-t- 
tiT name. Ami mine l>iit surli can antiiri|)atc tlie 
paiiifiii frelings wliicli I cmKiri! wliile sur-vcying, 
insjiiipatliftic tlioiiglit. tiie sHfleritigs of this hu- 
man rHinily frniii Ailain to Iiih yoinigest son. And 
though liic retrospect is glijoaiy ami proiiuces 
sad I'l'gi'et, tlic iiiind, iiutjidilen, still recurs to 
tlicsiuiieinflanclioly exlilliitions, iitill anticipates 
tlie Hiinie ti'agie;il catastrnphea. 

Huw lilth- tliii.k the rich iiud the great, wliile 
basking in the suii-shiue of prosperity, sniinuiirig 
in wealth, and enveloped in luxui-icH, nliilc 
spending tlieir golden moineats in useless mirth, 
if not sensual giatificatinns; Low little do tlicy 
think, that while they are crowned witJi ahun- 
dancc. many ar* hereavud of the necessaries of 
tife! while they arc soliired by their iViends, ma- 
ny ai'c cruelly tt)rtured hy their enemies, with- 
out an eye to pity, ora Jiand to lielpl Uow ma- 
ny are innocently hound in galling chains, and 
shut tip in dungiHins. while they strut in their 
splendid maiufluns: who cat the bread of woe and 
drink the cup of grief, wtiile (iH'y arc regaled 
with the must savory dishes and the must deli- 
cious viands! How many arc scorched hy the 
vertical rays of t1ie sun in the toil-id z-.ne. while 
Othisis arc pierced by the iintioielv blasts in the 
fngidzoiic; whohlirink fruin sIiL-ltcrin vain into 
the dn^erless abode ol|u'nfiry; wliile they'ai'Cac- 
commnilated with aililicial canopies to court the 
gentle biczes, or with warm retreats to beguikx 
the sevei'ily of winter's gloomy reign! How ma- 
ny are exposed to all ttiii horrors of sanguinary 
warfai-e, when na1ii>ii rises ngaiiist natloNi army 
against army, family against family, and indi- 
viduiitngainst inilividuul. who armed for the war, 
and rush with Die fury o|" lions, and the iiujictLiu- 
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Sjty urdcuiitiis In Kpil) i;ai-ti otlici-N blmid: nli|B 
they an enJDjing [icace imd all it-n ronrumitaM 
MoHsiiigs! Uow many wcqiitig i-!iililren sU« 
aronnil (lie ilj'iiif; Ucthiif tiieii- U'litli-'r. Iiut, uJitE 
expiring (lIll'ultt^. Lihu monuniriitiil gnpl', ( 
statHi tit tuke ft long iiiici last laif « ill, wliilc t 
pjti'ent.s' sulicitiKlc loi- tlieir wcllarr ciiiitiiuica ;( 
till- last. A [||i:s8Uig is iUI tlicir piitrii 
lirritanc«; anil villi it llioj un- I1uihm\ dcft^iiq 
less ami roilorii mi an luitriimdiv ami u 
wm-Iil! Ih-fE I innstct'iisc. My iiHl{>it,itirig. ti 
rimious hvart almnsf h cc|)s Utmiil at ; " ' 
Uw nAmt'k>i!i and l:ttf.nt vvtCN tliiil awail lUc t 
cmtsi^iuiisitiiiiiccnts. Fain would I ifliniininli I 
naiiiful pnjsi)C^'.tiv'.'. Imt it iwciirs willi rrd'urlil^ 
lorrc tu my bounded iiiiiid. And yuii, my defU 
eliiWren, my i-ai'tlily riiin-s. and my all, 
HIT now wt-apiwd iti the aiain id' jicaril'iil n 
bfr. unc(Uiscinu»orvoiU't'iilurp late, am) duail ]| 
TiltHI-c wiie, iifclini'S. HiCBU Hi:pnea ol' toil, lli^ 
tnM'MaiU strugglfS wltli Liuuiun dppra 
gradation and jnH'erty: tdcse siid viri3.silniI<S 
ftliidi render lilii unc scene oCMiift'eeing and m 
ttiti be y«nr poiliuti. vvlitji yuur eiirtlily pan 
»rc iniiitldiii'iiiif U> tlieir nnlitc dn'it. llic: upoi-t 
uttnnH uiid llif \i(:liiiis id' ciircifptidn. 
loii^iti! (.-an U'll, uliat iiiiHginatidn tan < 
the miseries peeiiliiir tn tlie iki'i-neeteyM in-phiH 
(■wpi'ciKlly il* a ieiiialr; [lerliuji^ led into tln.'^ T 
uim pullis of ibilv i)v tlie lolarieH of scdur 
tli..H<-tm.H!enT^.>nir^limniti. s.iul, tlio,se Ira 

«."■'■' ■■'--■■ ■■ ■ '■ '^■■■)lu-)''-"«l''iS«"lf.. 
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InoiliI tifaligHtinnN, arrtbe ivsult nt' llicir ravaj 
onltic |M?rsuuortlic niincil rniiittc oi-pliiui. 

Ilovi uiiirli aion' mcirirnt would il hv fur Hit' 
OurtTH anO trniiurrrs of (lofcmclcsf* I'ciualc in; 
cenrc. to afia-siiisitc Uit iiiicoiiHciDiis VMiims of 
their linilal luhl, uml (iciiil tlinii giiifUvHs to a 
vtrrld ol'spintB, betoro ihpj' lay tlie t'oumUlidn of 
arinimtiluttHl crimcH nnil curii)iticHtetl degraclatiaii. 
1 liuil ttlinust navd. tliiktinurJer NMvslitici'ime wlicn 
compai'i'il to snIucHoH; \iPvn\i<iK llie t'ornier may 
fivr (III- noul Cnim ttTroHlHal iiifWiritj-, ami land 
Ilin plcrniii gloi-j: wliilo Ihelatlw |ii-o(lurcs su- 
piTim- wivtrlioilm-^w liere, anil uimllcriible tor- 
jucnl tii-iTaFtftr: for, if I Imvi^ no intention tocimv 
init a crime, hut iiiii soliciti-il anil puriiiiaili'd hy 
aNotlivi' to iici-jietratu il. tlial (KTSori is tljc etli- 
cmti. Ilii- lirlmil caiisi; lif wJiatevci- snffl-riiigs I 
enilitiT fi)r' tlic |»cr|n-ti;itioii uf Iliat rriiiic. Uow 
great, liow enorinouHlj gieat, riuist (lie guik ul* 
Hucli rliaractc'iH lir, wlio take a peculiar ililiglit 
lit undri'iiiTiio ttit' Iriuiiilalion of rivU aui.'i«-ty. liy 
cobuuitlii.t; sijfl, Balilciiim-a. as tj y to llcavi 
for in'ird jilafiiiiis lliaii vengeance lias in stor 
there, is a train "I' e\ ils tcm Imrrid to nietition 
iiected willi litis ri'iiiic moiv tliaii any olliei' 
instaiiee. in (lie caw oriiiurder. <irii>. |ter.sun if^ on- 
ly iujnrcd: in tlnmluTitiiss. lliedetiiitiuent isgeii- 
erally llic grcatist siilfeicr: in envy, ihe culprit 
is aUiivN tlic most loi-n't'iitefl: and tlie lliiel' whn 
rulis rue of iny purse, rolts me of ti-asli wliich may 
eawily be replaced Ritii industry and i^cunomy : 
Ijut tlio villaitt wli') rol)S tlie innocent dot'eiicdrfis 
Tirgiri iif liei' virtue, bei-caves *iOciety ola gem 
that miglit hceoroe its liriglilest ormitiiCDt, and' 
Hs boast, namely. tins viituuus motlirr uf a rc^jie^;-. 
(able family; and lets loose, sendji fortli, cons" ^ 
ttites und<iQalific8aiwstj a cui'se, a disgi-ace 
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sorictj-, ■who will in Tuttirc Hvo in cnBn«rc b 
entilitvo ntliefHt trample rijion lirr own Churact 
expose Iht ronstitiiliiiii, iniinler IiOp soul, 
luritilic till' victim >il' u (WiH'u! ami fatal tlisorH^ 
and a lortui'cd minO. ctii'siiig witli Ijcrliist bieal 
Vhi' miinli'rvr iif ln-r lnnly and mi 

TliU is nci Itiratrinil isliifiitiun, no specMll 
tivo tei^sDiilng : llio itiisi'nvtiiiRi i'<, tlu^su dliscrvl 
ttnns are Imi true. 'I'o iiaHiciiluni'.c tin- n-al tiui 
Wp of jtr-osti tu [PS wUo cmwil our city, (»i 
them not more tfiaii tuel ve or fourtPiMj yearn oljl 
noi'Itl make even alioarj Iii'adi-d ilebandiccslirii 
ap]>a>Ii-il. antlnluick tlie mo!sl iiii|iriiu-ijilc(l lUici^ 
tuic And tlici reHsoii tfiose Hltofkiiig siglils avs' 
viewed with iiidifli'n-ncc by ihe jiroftssoi's of re- 
ligion, as well a«i lliu iirofatiP. is, Ciocatifjc tiiny 
arc .10 coaiiuoii and luiiiti'i'ou)* that tli£ heart uf rUa-. 
rity is not warmed by viewing tlicra. Tlio n 
tear of ln*nevi»li'iiretiirs<"tsto How uiibiddr.ii. aiW 
Ihowidi! nisli of iiliilKi'illii-uiiy tu dilate for tltcin^ 

A» wr i ntidv rill' » fly siiggeffed a few spoiitam 
oui« (lniuglif.i to tdoHc wfio call themieliTS tfirr" 
And the groat, we will take the lihtrlv lo rcstiiU 
lliB sidytvl l.v Hid foiliuving desuUoi^'i- 

Tboricb. aa wall uh the [mor, kic partiruliu 
ly iniepc»t"''l iii tlir siil>jc<:t of oiir iinestigatioi 
Indeed, llic prosperity, nay, the v*py exinton 
ol Miriety, isetmrx^clcd willi it. Thu riitldren 
rifti parents an; by no miaiisi, out of the reach 'B 
diBa'ttrr: juid, however they may fevd their v 
ty ttnd iiui-i ' ' ■ - • - 



v.Uh . 



Id.:, 

OftlM. 



■ I"' 



OiA-liiKbcr i'irrlc^. llii>U)^|> iimii> of lUiii sua 
MH]y Bic diildrcn nfiioorpjirenW, butwuvtft 
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nally poor themselves: but eitlier by imiiistry or 
cruiiomy, by fraud or force, have nccumulatcd 
riches, and of coiirsr, poiiularity; when lu! they 
forgot their origin, and lookiluwn with tiorcreign 
contempt upon their poor brethivn. 

When the inch ai-c so peculiarly favored by Piij- 
vidcnce above millions of tlieir fellow creatiii'es, 
how great must tlieir ingratitude be, if they no-; 
gloct to return their thankful arknowledgments 
til theAutliorof all their mercie.s; and with Iheir' 
lives, as well as tlieir lips^ celebrate the great 
Creator's praise. Let us inquii-e for wXat pur- 
pose docs the Deity bestow riches upon a part of 
the human race. Is it to spend in lanity and su- 
perfluity? Surely not: but to be appi-opriated to 
the most hcnevolent purposes, to wit, the support 
of God's poor: for he sends the poor and n^edy to 
the rich man's door, to try his hearf: and the 
same ]uty which he shows to them, will God i^hovv 
to him at a future dny. And every rich man should 
pt-ay for |iOwer to say and feel the force of thcsf 

"Te»ch me fo fee) another's woe, 

And hide the fault 1 seti 
The mtrcy 1 to others show. 

That nierey show to me." 



There are three grand objects that tlie rich 
have in view wbiltst accumulating this world'fi 
goods. First, a false notion they entertain of 
the power and respcr lability of riches; a desire 
of making a magnificent appearance in the world: 
and, above all. a resolution to leave their chil- 
di-en independent fortunes. These are the pban- 
touis which too many live and die in the pursuit 
of, who spend their short probationary state, ' ^ 



1 
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[U'DVidiHg with great ci-otiomy ami iiiiltiKfr}, roll 
their cliiidren, th»t wliicti prnves thtiir niiii a 
dUgritcc. Riclies cunnnt protliicc ii tnointnt 
real bappincss, tliuugli all in the woi-lil were 
our dLspoHjil. Nny, riciies have the lUrect t^ 
iency to dcsU'oy al! real (elicity \iy drawing niari4 
ft-MH the pni-suit III' religious Jutics: and ani of 
ten Ute Houi'cc of bin-dcnsoiwc caics and pin-ploa 
tngdis<|uietud«s. 

How preposterous and absurd it is fur pt-opli 
Hpend Ib^ir tiiue in hoaiiniig mn-iches, (or 
siitendid accommudation ol' their children, wl 
liicy are in their graves: and ynt, lorsuothi 
gleet tu inculcate the (U-prepta of iiioral recliludtf 
and virtue on their juvcnilB niinds- The thought 
never occura to tliwni, that wealtli can oaly make 
litem appeal* extcrnallj' happy and r&spoctahlc. 
btit that virtue alone can lualte thi-in apjtciir ex- 
ternally and feel internally happy, amidst all tho 
Ticissitddes incident tu mui- mortal state. They 
will nut learn wl<4duni from experiuuce. Wc see 
the extravagant children of parsimonious parciittj, 
spend in vanity and diitsipation the immense for- 
tanes accumulated by their progenitors: and when 
that is gone, having heeu hronghtiq)iii iillencK^ . 
ami unaccustomed to industry, Uie spentlthrit|~ 
makes u.te of unlawful means to replenish t' 
pnrsr: and he is cnnswjuently brought to a pre 
mature ami igniiminiou.? end. Thus arcttiey, h^^ 
thfi impolicy oftheir injtjdiciuiis parents, inci ~ 
cKaied tor performing tlieir duty to society, 
t» their Almighty Creator. Finally, wheoa 
accumulates i-iehea for tl»c purpose' of off^-ii^ 
sacrifice at the shrine uf vanity and ajnhitioii, 
falls into sundry (emptatiiins, and piurces hi^ 
mU uid his progony with many sorrows. H 
Qpnta Mw Quodgates of temptation «{ion thena tem 
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porsiUy, and shuts the gates of Ueaveii against 
them eternal])^. Hence, wc find it is not only 
the children of the poor that excite our sympa- 
thetic conimisseration, hut also those of the rich. 
It would be too tedious and painful, and perhaps 
indelicate to mention the most prominent snares- 
and temptations to which they arc exposed, 
riiflr education; the examples placed before 
them: the sentiments inculcated upon their minds, 
are all too often in open hostility with the best in- 
terests of tlicir immortal parts, as well as thoir 
domestic tranquilllity. Where there is not sufli- 
{.•icnt virtue found in parents and teachers^ to ad- 
minister wholesome instruction, there can be 
jbiind no alinient for domestic tranquillity'. It is 
among the rich and great that not only war, but 
those scandalous fashions imported fiH)m abroad 
originate. Tiic middling class soon participate 
in these fashions however immodest. And, final- 
ly, the commonality, if they cannot literally ini- 
itatc, will, at any rate, mimic tlieir superiors iu 
point of wealth. Thei-e is ;iii opprobriouii grada- 
tion in tliis, as in all other vices. With a super- 
ficial glance, we may recognize ladies high in es- 
timation, and in ti.e iiigliest circles, slaves to thc. 
fasliions in their most obscene and indecent ex- 
tremes . We may even sec the consorts and daugh- 
ters of the guai'dians of the public weal strutting 
through the streets, with the disgraceful and ob- 
scene appearances peculiar to lewd women, with 
appendages and exhibitions which I am ashamed 
to name. We may then ask, without at present 
descending to particulars, is there a grade in hu- 
miliation to which we may not be rcfluced? ly 
there a vice we may not render fashionable? Is 
there a precipice of luxurious indulgence {] rMi 
vvUicbwemay not pi'ccipitate ourselves? \Yhcn it 
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ig'l'ft^hiiiimlile so tu do.' One of llic UVr^t itnruiciniiv 
ilrcitiiwtancps nltciitliug ttm vice hhiIbi* consjilcr- 
ation is, tliut it in most ni'cvalcnt iimtmgNl tl^^ 
rliHriirti,TN ll.ut sliipulil tliscoiiriigc it most. U'emii 
llipj ['I ilisro(iiili'ii:iii(C aiid ilis:ij)pnivi', liy ^nH 
mo.iliiiiilirtivi' (I'lisinTs. iukI cuiiili>mii t1i>; v<|^^| 
Hnii tlii'i-v:>f to 1!.c^ i'oti('iit_i of neglect nixl <^H 
himyl,. Uie nmsl lii'iiofuial crmsc'iucilcca ^va|^^| 
iinnni'sl'miiftiil;' i-isiilt. Wofc we in t;ike ACtj^H 
tci-maiTli into fli'.' i-nir of time, ami vic-w Ifi^^H 
.^iif virtues 'iI'iku- aiic'(':«t'ir^, we nii^lit easily ^^H 
iiKo to lif sliivci to laiiiliiii: and uc iii^oil iiat (l^^| 
la tic diifast}! ati<l a iVTisiiiH]. But ala<i ! a ^^QB^I 
pttlou? flflicac.j' t<>^vai'ils tlit^ nrti'U-^ ut' iiioiU^H 
Ilo]itciic>4!i. wliirit too •iftcii adhere to liic goivii ^H 
liaiid, tlu^ <^l<?<'gy 11 wtJI as Ilie fait)', «cuiti9,j^H 
JV^tid*. in adamantine, cliainij, o\ery rinli: M^| 
mitk I'n society -■ yf^. even tlio rlecgy (liemsi^^t^H 
Itni'C liccn vc.iy diir>ileiit in giving iiinliragd^H 
fcmHc-ioii'i (^iniiiiiidlity. Tliey liave tieni?d. n|^^| 
i:(iii(iil;ic<i'ii(-y-, rfi;it on wliii:li tliey sli.'uM li4fH 
lri;ikei] with dclestatiim and hnniii-. Tlii-y hawB 
sprtkcn pcaci^ liriue. wtu'n Gwl hai! not iiiU-ml^H 
lU Ktcii .^lavc (Uvirifis. wIid.sc iiitiiuiit'nticc cad^| 
inaniU ivsjx-et. and wiiu are n-Hiiaii-d Tiir lt^^| 
pn>r»uiid (.■ruditlin), will view with tnilincrei^^| 
ahi) 4'vcu wiUiimtci\<ilii)iiiui|:. their au(iituric^4^^H 
i*aycd in all the iiuleliciito rasiuaifa and volii{i^^| 
miH a{i|>cridages, pecnjiar to the age lu which ^^M 

'^Ytlet^ Uicrel'ore, our »|iiritiial guides exh^^| 
such liLSsititilo in Uiu tlitschargi' of tln^ duty t^H 
aviti to Ihcir felluw-LPCHlurca ainl in llitir O^^H 
ami whirl) lU>y have Miemnly under t;iU' it tn t^H 
flltiiV whom shall wc lonk, or whori^ sliiill ^H 
tuj-u la fiuci wliole!H)int^ Hdnionitionsi' It' tlic .lacc^H 
trtiijilM of the Eternal arc ppriudic^VyaciwaUH 
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jieacc; for if the wretched child of fortune was to 
appropriate to himself a moment of serious reflec- 
tion, tlie fear of death would soon chastise the 
latent joy, and bid it hence depart. Thus, he is 
miserable within, but splendid without; rebuked 
by his conscience; applauded by his sycophants, 
who hope to gain, by their adulation, pecuniary 
emoluments: but, when his riches take wings and 
fly away, his flatterers will fly away with them. 
Or, when death snatches him away from them, he 
mil be soon forgotten, and on his monumental 
stone may, with propriety, be written the follow- 
ing epitaph: 

<*Ho\vlov'd, how valu'd, once, avails thee not. 

To whom related, or by whom begot; 

A heap of dust alone remains of thee, 

'Tis all thou art, and all the proud shall be." 

No doubt many will be ready to conclude, that 
1 degrade, instead of exalting and vindicating, 
the excellency of the female character, and will 
be ready to reprobate the freedom 1 use in my ani- 
madversions; but the vices and follies of the age 
call for them. The female character Is excellent 
indeed, when their deportment is consistent with 
the end and design of their creation, to wit: tlic 
glory of God, their own peace, and to be man^s 
help-mate. With respect to the i)urity and bene- 
volence of my intentions, J can appeal to the 
Searcher of all hearts to witness my sincerity, 
and for the truth^ of my assertions 1 appeal to the 



•Though I have been very careless in the composi- 
tion of this work, I have, on the other hand, bi-tn ve- 
ry cAreful to suggest no sentiments nor give any advice, 
but v^hat will promote thg best interests of the human 
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menccmeiit of the female fasliions alluded to, tljro' 
the iiistriimentality of which, 

"Those charms aJas! that virtue bids them screen, 
liy every wanton libertine are seen." 

Formerly the only criterion whereby we could 
discriminate a virtuous from a lewd woman, was 
by their apparel; but now that criterion is almost 
banished to oblivion: indeed, many virtuous, and 
in other respects, reputable ladies, dress more 
jndecent than even the vilest prostitutes. Their 
appearances are such as not only to entice, but 
iihnost to force the male of ardent passions to acts 
of violence,* as well as the arts of seduction. 
And our wonder will vanish when we remember, 
tliat '^sti-ong temptation with the best prevail.*' 
What tem])tation, then can be more invincible to 
a certain description of men, than a beautiful 
woman dressed with ***^; but I must cease de- 
lineating even tlie outlines of the fascinating sight. 
It would be unpardonable indelicacy in me to 
paint wliat prudence must conceal; or to depic- 
ture one half of the obscenity of female fashions: 
but the reader will himself save me the trouble 
by anticipating the sights which he sees daily ex- 
hibite:!: or, let him take a summer's evening 
walk in some of our towns and cities; and he 
will see displayed in magnitude what 1 dare not 
even depict in miniature. 

There is noticing in nature more capricious, 
contagious, and, at the same time, coutamina 
ting, than fashion; hence, appean.nces and per- 
sonagcs, which arc now beheld witli approbation 
and complacency, would, twenty years ago, have 
been seen Mith shame, disgust and execration: 
and hence, mankind, in the different ages of tlic 
world have i»ractised the most unnatural and dia 
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Iioticfti evils aiid vices, till thcf kecnine both E 
laJiiar and faH)ii<>iialile- To dciiionati'ate tlie a 
Uicnticity of our iwscrtioa%._^e miglit adduce n 
number of cxamit ltis- 1 "i'lie Grecians, tlie inostl 
] fcTmcd and Jciinied nation of a[ili(|uily. wci-c. sol 
.bliudni \iy custuin, as to constitute one Ifiou.iatidj 
jpriesfesscs for one tcniplc in tlie city of Corintli,) 
Idcdicatcd to Venus, who made pvostvtiiUon a papti 
lof tht ir. dp virtioii to ll iat ind}nllQ W«d goddess.; 
"Fovtlw; honopoThitilian natui*, wcwill not mba- 
tion ike lunltrtuilcij ofiiiiman victims sacrificed to 
tlip kcatlien gods; ail of ^vliich v>ai< considered 
laudable by tlie unenlightened orientals. In ma- 
ny parts of tlie \\orld, at the pi'esent period, 
tlicre are i-idiculoiis ciistonis estalilislicd, which 
habit renders faiiQiUar, and wlildiwe would con- 
tadei- as degrading to the brutal) much moi-c to 
the liuroan creation. Tbei-e are. aiul have been 
certain cuatoma and fashions wlvidi regard things 
of purcindiffeitJiice: and though tliey may api^ar 
ridicnluus. they are not injurious to society: tfuAi 
they may excite onr contempt tliey should not ota 
reproafh. But on the other Iiund, there arc I'asb^ 
isns that are nf intrinsic moment, not only as i 
respects their pi-c»ient effects, but Aiturc tcnde^ 
c}-. We will all agree, that to bring up the ri^ 
ing generation in tlie patb of virtue, is an indili 
jKiisablc and important duty: for, on tl 
of oHr children, the .prosperity, nay, the v^j 
«xistence of society depends. It>^illt ofcoura 
appear, that whatever pi-ecept op example is \ 
culcatod op exhibited in the present age to C 
youth, will have ft delctcj'ioos or salutary tendi 
cy, according to its mcriLs ar demerits in 1 
aiibite<)ucnt generation. Wc nee4l nol inquire I 
fffecla whtcli modern fashions bare on our ehlf 
tlrcH's minds: and indeed, it will b^lo^V^ 
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na'An» an' ^Uijiptil, Jinil llicn the tlTcctH w ill ( 
i*«HWat\y ccusf, W'v nvv I't'innlu liiiltliL-ti mi^ 
the fiis)ii(iii;iutil Iri'iniT ii»ti|iT u<ijiii|ii'-«tlic]|i ^'6 
real, llirv vxtiibtU aa subaUtutas, in tlie uaot 
iiH-m, arlificial bi-ojwu. 

t'Tliuy ftr»t nfimic failiiom*, only arni'U with ajnile^ 
'iWr mi ftU ruli.td Uy KeautlionV wilet." 

WliHi- Tlir-lr infatuated jiarciits neK tliom 
(laj'. MHin-nimvi (I'Jul tlicm into tlje jaws of i 
ti'uclioti, aiirl virluiillj 1*'II (lie liltc-i'liiic hi li/injit 
lllPin. liiw iriuiiv iiiii'».i;iit girl.i tinvc Iieni iitlerly 
i-uiiidl llii-migli tlicm-glfcturtlicir parents, whj 
ai-c iiisvnjiilili^ of (lii- nljligsitiuii^t laid iqinti lliei| 
liy the (icKhirniihiiv, l.ill, |i.tIiiiii», ilig too li" 
til rcmt'dy llic evil! OliI liow «ill ll. 
Ilicir lioiTui- orutcrnily, wlien lUvy liriil tliat'llicii 
neglect mill iiii|iriiik'iux ttirrc the ra<iiciil '-iuisc of 
11k- «\titliii>w iuiil hitVlicitj "Ulitlr offisjiiiiig in 
tiltic aiiil ill pliifiity. 

Muii} cumjtlaiii of ilisnbclieut cliildren: but 
ivlio Hfc to bluim- fill- it? UiiiiouUlcdly the {mrTtits 
UiiMiiKi:Ue-s; I'm- tliililjpii may lie taright almoal 
aiiytIii»K. iftfccj'ftrelK'Siiii nitli in time, ••'riicy 
arc iiiiilativo aniiniLls." Tl»-y an-, or will bi-. In 
mini-iture, wiiat llifir jiari'tils nv guiinliaiis nro 
ill luii^iLilixle. Thrj will, at least. Piiileavnr Id 
iuiituti^ tliini ill all liuy iln: liciiec instiiKtiiiii 
by rxample is iimrp ellltKeidiis Ibnii iii-i>ic|it: liul 
wliw both aif unit ed, ih c imuL saliit ai-y ciiVcta_ 
Mtiji|Cj_fTVTttrniy miitit'H ^yv. I view the I'asbifiw^ 
fafcluinritbcr nl bir lotlct. with all tlic ajiiiai- 
TOimiv te'l Willi it. |tartirtil!irly (be lookiiig-f! 
Ucf'.ri- !.<■)■ laie. Wliilu mIu- isfXei-tinS»ll I'Ci 
LgeBHily U> iHuiuUly Itei- person, and lo exhi 
[iter ciiai-tD» ii) the most advaittiigcou'^ RmiiH 
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|tW_<laug(itrrst both joiing and "Iil. iTtogtiH 
off kttr luoVcnnoits, Hiii-i-Hiiiid lirr toilL-r, mi 
lim- (irido, utiil liccumK adi^jits attlicbusincsH, uis>j 

I fpi vtlifvarnvu evi'ii at tliu year > t <if _i iccou i italiiti -) 

I t^.yWe miiMt cease ili-awing this bnnrful piiturc, 
and itivcstigaling llic srni't rrccsws ul" Ji-malu 
vanity. Wei-c I totlnnv tlic|iiitiircat lull Icni 
R»d say all llmt mijjlil lie siiitl on tl.e sulyict, ;' 
ItiiUliTiii&tircrJuTd' scii'rcc I't-fi-ani fnitii blusTjit 

lUcaii'ii wiiuM cii-op alf:ir; anJ hell \niiilil gr 

ami rercWici-alt! Hii- fatal fttvcU of .stnli_!t!JiHiici-. 
ions, vaiii, mill rnicl nuidiict. f ImTiIs llic way 1« 
1ii-liig ii|i 'Uiv nio.st amlaljlii TRTI I of fiud's crca- 
timi; Is it, or can it lie, tlic will nf tin? Ktornal,. 
tliat imrcHts sliould apeuil tlip'u' tiinc! in teailiii 
l.licir cliildi-L'il liow tti ili-cinalc lln^ir |i 
(jntltrtlit'M? llas God itil rusted an immoi'tni s|iir 
rreatHii for liigti liiiitiliidi.-, to your care. I) pa- 
l-enta! ill order tn liavc i( taiiglit liii\\ to offci- sa- 
rrifice ai llic «li''iiip ol' \iiiiity? Imw In [iriHtilnld 
ils noble (lualilirationw uri tlie altar of |irido and. 
8cir-coi).«MjuoiicD? Iiow to nliey tlic KuggcstiiiiM, 
and iQKiidutcs of Satan? how tu bt'comc Klnvtis 
ii!lciH-S9. tlic fashliins, and roiipoi-ics of tlic 
Ywir'own COFiimoii sense ymr owti nmscicm 
will ansHPrin tlie negative, and will testify tl 
llic vm7 ruvcrsi? of wliat ymi now do is yoiu' dyi 
«* rational bcinga; you Nliuuid. botli liy ]»■ 
and fxainide. endeavor willi indcfatigatilp a»w"i- 
iluUyln imiiritvv tliu intelk-ctnaJ and moral fiiuul' 
tirw of yourotl'Kpring. By this meaiiis. you wil 
lay tlie rnuwlaiion of a lifr of IiapjiiiK's.s and nttll 
ly: liiji by a contrai-y lino of condurl. 
EartlitaK- tlitir ridn; and, 1 ttdtevc, llx^ir bl< 
will Ite '■i'i|uirfd at jour iianils by tlm imiisu* 
Jltdgc and Sovcreisn nf tUc skies. If we, t' 
Q»jiu«it, retli'ct tiaUtcsljortncssoftimc, iMn, 
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tftintr or llin iipnrasu-li (tfdcnlli. and tlieviiiiity 
cifrirbcs. (which UiU me^strngcr nil), Hooner or 
latcr, force u« to reJinqiiisli.) B3^velIason tlicin- 
trinsir cscclknry of virtue, and the drruritiity of 
*^rr, v^ shall iinmirdiatety lie ronvinced of tlic 
jiropricty nod cftgcncy of my arguments. Were 
thv viitjirics of fashion to let one sokiiin Uiouglit 
of tlieir mortality irapi-esa their mindflf it would 

cauac Utcm til f orcso Hicir v aijitice. . 

f^rCan any tiling be inorti ludicrous, tlian cuHiiig ) 
[tJteir htiir in sable Hiifftcts to dangle over tticir) 
.eyes, obstruct Oieir sight, and thus incommode) 
I Iti^psclvcs, merel y because it is fastjjgnnblB.r'^ 
' "Were they to reco"lleij;t, wHii to decorating tb 
il-yliigbodicii, and neglecting Uie improvement: 
tficir immortal spirits, that very soon tli« bod' 
which they so much admire and prize, and 
wbicb they sacrifice so much precious time and 
■ talents, will be rtcposited in silent graves. Tlten 
their sparkling eyes, niliy lips, ruddy faces, dcr 
lic.atc and majestic ticrsons, will become the fnod 
ofvitirms; willno longer bloom, but soon return 
to the dust whence thuy came: as a bcauteou.'^ 
»ouer in the fragrant vale that blooms with na- 
tive lustre, charms the eyes of every beliolder, 
and diuiccH in Hie vermil breeze; when, io! at an 
unsuspected moment, the stunus arise, thcwind^ 
blow, tlie rains beat upon the devoted flower, 
which bows its charming head, withers, dies, 
and intermingles with the clods of the valley. 

Buttliv greatest mlsl'ortunc of al) Is, that the 
children inherit the vices of their parents wi"" 
thrir riches, and, when lliey are laid in tht 

tombs, loose the i-eins to the dominntion of cv) 

.scuiual propensity; aud the riches that were aCr 
cuuiulat4.Hl by asstduit)', are spent with prodigal]' 
ty, prccijiltanoy, and [■it>t)i);a«;y, aiitl facilitate 
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nulJnjitiU-s liiv alDirtioit:^. »n<l iltHiiinj' mIiuIi liiv 
Uwl€3)a n-imra proiliicp. in the liosoms of virtuoit- 
rctirvinrtil- IIl- tliiiikx Utile iilioiit the Inirs lir- 
vrllf caiiw ti] flow, uml tho angiiHh niitt dispair hi' 
will create. Vol iiiitiko Iho snulpi- which sprcatls 
lt*M rallacioU!< snare, «n»l watclii'M «ilh imxiotis ao- 
lidtnitc llic inouieut tlii^ mironsriniis fly approni?!!- 
cs it, whMi lit rusliCN nit liU inin>ci:nt jirt'y, which 
Mniggles lo gain its lillcMy ami lif>N but, alas' 
in ram; anil il' il slmiihl r.tli-iL.'.k' ilsoU'. U t;^ tu 
ilfbtlilate^l ami woiuiilcili that it ncter recovers 
sli-cngtii. Imt lingci'fi life in perfect misery. Thus 
th€t>e prst* «»r Mif iety lay wait to entangle ami 
(It'stroy innocent females, who have '.o fritiiHs to 
tl<;rcn(l llieni, ami no relatives fn redress ttieh- 
wifings. Ha sniitai'j gleam ofjiity Untilitii acrosM 
Ills ii-on mind, it is instantly effaced tiy the. inoro 
Ijottnt call of lawless passion. 11' the jirinciples 
of religion and ilioval reetitiidc rccui- to his me- 
mory, tlmy ai-o rejected as the offapvilig of fana- 
ticism, that tlo net belong to tlit' charnnter of ji 
gentleman. Ho tliinky lie may enjoy the Hcen,se 
which custom prntl'ersnnd luiman Iaw& do not pi-o 
liibit. As for find and liis lawn, such characters 
pay very little regiufl to them. Since then tempt^i 
tions and snaiTr^ stand thiei; througli all '■" 
ground, the syren's voice ih lioat-d on every si 
to lead the Hning generation to ruin, should n 
parents, itifrcfore, bo perseveringly sulicitansA 
fortify the minds of thoir children against the e^ 
il duy. when they may be exposed to all the fora 
of temptalifin from Satan and wicked men, whn 
tliey are lalU in their graves, and ran no longn 
pi-otecl and defend them? Surely they shnnl^ 
Bill, alas! how ronlraiO' do many jiai-ents actw 
thifl Une of conduct! Tliey not only suffer theH 
I'emale progeny (o go uniTproved into the ve^ 
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jaw-ul'ilfntriirtinn. liut pvqii r)L.ilitHte tlirir 
tliPin'-cltea LittlB iln tlirj tlimk. tliattlic^ tl _ 
miles will liavp to aii*j«ei to Uod Im the ciifa 
iCHllltliig to the iiHUigf^t-ittialiiin frunt tlitir mi; 
)tgt.iict liii hiird}, ( liililrci) Uidt aii. rurmilh 
i1cvotL{], I» llii^ii tiif itii iltil |jai<.nl» tu liu the 
■.iHVt-i "t Ittsliiim Aii'l idleiiDSh, \m1I ol ro 
bci.omi., iicil the oiiiimtiil,>* but tlit jubts ol 
tty A fiilui ^(iluiiie w mill not lontdin 
uukIjI Itc 'iait), in fliipla^in^ nmilirn faslitoi 
ana their fSelvU riou^ Uiniinms imi tlic iiii'> 
iatfiiitf IS, tl)at maii> (mcttts eiuiHiiagL tlicii, 
(lillclicii to licroiiic tlic VoUiiit o( r.ibliiiin lung 
bt-fure tlif> arriM at \cafs ol imtuiitj i ioy 
iiia> Hie little inibs VntcliH miiniLkmi; Uie I iili 
miis, v^ilh ill tlicaf)ut<,(l Aus ol d co<iiij tte. In 
ioiti sIk liAtli Bion hot IweJftli ytai aiifl litllft 
inimter 1 nmmy, at the samt^ age, witli Ins iii 
lal'ioiii up to liU rliin. V>^ waistcoat aliout 
inclics long, 1<U kmlt' bouts i^ith tas-svlst a wati,. 
in Km fob, a club undt'i- fiis anii. atid a segnril 
liix tuoutli. .strutting al»n;i; with liU antid a-kii 
ha, witli all tltc solf-rorisctiNfucc of a iiabi 
Cull U lie |iassiiili'i tlial audi [lai'ctita ever rec^ 
Icct for whftt [iiiriioso iimn was crvatcrl. I rcpei 
rliu setitiioijit, atiil it raiiiiot Lc too olfen ivjica) 
Bil. uliile parvnts are sii tlioiight.lcNs, lor wild, 
i-uil iiod inU'iist,i'il Uictn \a illi tlie c:\iv of cliilth-cn, 
1 should liavi^ saiil imniiirtut xpiiitN, cn|iiiljli' of 
high beatitude. Wa,s it lliitt tiit'j- slmuld fonsid- 
iM-tliciB as itniilial inacliliu'H, and loiKootli learq, 
tlicm to dancK &111I slug, mid spend tli ' 

timi^ ill piii-Miit of vanity and aeuHiial gmliCi 
iioa, and to prostitutt^ tlieic tiilciiLt to l.ha 
MHWrHiy pirrposes: ill wlioit, tbeir livvs ii 
scrritc, not 01 tlielr fru'iid, 6ut of tlieir cneiH] 
flot of iljvir Jloavctity Falhci> but of Satun. 
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I smile to myself wlien I take a retrospective 
view of the routine, of the formalities and ceremo- 
nies, through which the children of those called 
the higher class pass, \vhile attainingt and pri- 
or to their being metamorphosed to what are call- 
ed hulies and gentlemen; hut that smile is chang- 
ed to a frown of indignation, when 1 recollect 
the dreadful couse(|uences resulting to the uncon- 
scious innocents, who arc prematurely contamin- 
ated with pride and vanity; and who become, as 
it were mechanically, or by instinct, the devo-^ 
ted victims of concupiscence^ and sensuality, or, 
to what leads directly to these evils, namely, 
fa.shion. 

When I recollect these gigantic evils, for my- 
mind unbidden still lecurs to the sametopici dis- 
gusted with the baiKfuI retrospect, and alarmed 
for the consequences, I can only lament the infa- 
tuation and degradation of my unhappy ftllow- 
triivcllers to the tomb, who are one day arrayed 
ill all the pomp and pageantry of fashion, and the 
uQKt day wrapped in their winding-sheets; one 
day, blooming with health and beauty, and burst- 
ing with pride; and the next inanimate clay; one 
day, with all the affectation of pedants, the co- 
quetry of jilts, the formality of devotees, and the 
agility of play-actors, skipping through the hall- 
room; th e ne xt, stretched out on tl«c coolinc:- 
hoard. / Like the beauteous lily, waving on the) 
yTTcwy lawn, displaying its snow white face, danc-l 
' ing in the winds, and receiving the exhilarating i 
(sun-beams in full effusions: when lo! in amo-j 
j n.eut, the atmosphere is clouded, the sua shrouds j 
his golden face, the storms arise, the rain des- ) 
( cends in deluges, overloads the gay plant, till it . 
i droops and kisses the grfumd; when the rude ' 
\ >vind5> invade and tear up by the roots. It lie? ' 
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) cxicnJciI on the lawn, its beauty farcrer floiil, 
I iiii (igl«'i» ' H'itb t lieiiiist. i " ~^ " '"^ 

~^'Vum, one mnntik. the proud votftry of fashidn^f 
) thinks; the. grwmiii scarreij" gooti enoiigli for licr tOr 
walk upon: next month, she N depoAiU'^d six feet' 
below tliat gfouml, rnouldci-ins to tliist. and thaf 
I food of worms. 1 But sv hen wo extend our ideas to 
"tKe indelicacy, inderericy. hihI fatality of female 
fa*«hiou, aw! vi«w Its votariea, one day. with all 
the enticing wiles of Joseph's beauteous.* though 
i ncoiitlne tit tnisti'e^is, and with all the chacpns of 
a Helen , exhibited t<» tlin greatest advantage, in 
ordor lliat she might artroct tlio eycn and pro- 
voke ttiP luiit ot the degenerate, and thus causn 
them tiisin against the Etcnial: 1 say. how dreail- 
. l\il U the thought, yet how tnie. tliat. one day, 
the votxry of lushion is thusi leading the uiignartl- 
ei) intu the devious pattia of folly: and the next) 
»Iw is arraigned at tho bar ot (iod to ansner fop 
th« conrointtant evils resulting from such inipru- 
ilcnt an', wicked conduct, of whicli nature it un- 
doubtedly is- Indeed I am hold to say, that ftoiufi 
fasliinnable females would bo less fascinating, 
were ihey to go altogether naked: for instance, 
a person may diH|day in part an oliject, whiik 
will be truly captivating by exhibiting the most 
aitrtu^ting part to view; and Hcreeuing the rest 
as still mure delightful: whei-eby the bettalde.r * 
stimulated, with tenfold sotirttude, to recogni 
that which U screened, his fancy depicting i' 
imaginary colors, as possessed with intrinsic ^ 
ccllfJncies, which, were lie to hi'kolil in its natfi 
colors, he would lie quirkly unduccivod- Indeed, 
suwe ladies carry faihiuns to eucli an extreme, as. 
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to be but one degree above nakedness. I have 
jnjsclf seen — But here let mo stop. Decency--'' 
forbids me to depict what some expose, >vIio per- 
haj^s w ould be olTended to be called immodest. 

"Their robes so fashion'd, that degcneratft mcr. 
May fancy all the womlrous charms within! 
And th'-ip each dame, allbcautiRcd by art, 
At tracts the wanton eye, the unhaJlowM heart; 
Those chariu.-, alus! that virtue bids them screen. 
Ry every lawles>b libertine are seen: 
'Chis makes seduction seem both fine and gay. 
While weeping virtue walks disrob'd aM'ay. 
Here all our guilt, and all our sorrows lie, 
Hence youths and maids to certain ruin fly, 
?^y nature man's deprav'd; this makes him worse, 
frnpcls to guilt that proves an ondless curse; 
They fix their eyes upon each swelling breast. 
The vices reigning will declare the rest, 
/oil! what's th' enchanting eye, the ruddy face, 
Vj.^^aaly tinchasti^, i«beauty in d sgracc;" 
And yet in them is every art and charm. 
To v»in the wisest, and the coldest warm: 



*I hope the reader will excuse the indelicacy of some 
expressions used in this work. I am willing to apolo- 
gize for the same; but 1 think, in point of justice, the 
votaries of fasliion should first make an apology to the 
public for giving the cau^e, they being, unquestiona- 
bly, under more cogent obligations so to <lo, than J 
am; for I scarcely exhibit in miniature, what they free- 
ly display in magnitude. Indeed, it gives nie pain to 
r^cso pointed in my animadversions, but it is iHdispcu- 
aably necesiiary: for, without this, my writing on the 
huhje^U will be in vuia. Whvu licentious fashions or 
pr:ictices become habitual, there is no possible means 
of exliibiting their deformity, but by painting them i» 
the mofit prominent manner, and lively colorv. 
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VifaA [uy«i the gonlle v<nrr .Ute ^af ittice. 
Mm kintlMcrcit, -iiJ tMll revlTinR fire; 
S'lc'i ■ ■ . • ■■, (ilaquGtirt of «}-es, 
Thr- [jie gceal. tlm wiff. 

Lai.!-- ■ ull coim'ring clei'ms, 

Tli^! i 4i.-i e'en th« -toic WBrini- 

Vel, nil' i|i(i piiilf, liii; gloiy iif our rnre, 
tdr wxiil of prudence, is Uie world's iUagr»-e! 
(^■uUt, \vUicli ill B^GS fiaat 111 diTk'iess Iny, 
Is noH- (he prliJe Hfiii urjer of the day. 
Hut Ihia degen'rkcy is big^wltli wok, 
'I'll SDciil or^ler a ilcatmcCho foe; 
Till; rucc of mankind ave by nature ftiiJI, 
Anil strong t.«n)ptntian» v-Hh the best prctiil, 
Tti' eniicinskOici wSio ilioir cha/ois expose, 
At oiicc euBiiiro, Krnl ire ensnared by toKSt 
Kactl am'i'ijua fop with greedy eyes surveye 
Their cJiucn^ exposed, aiid coTCtsaLill to gaze. 
This makes llic husbiiid aonn forget Ms s[iouae. 
For man Is fdsn nor recollccti hie vowsi 
With wild incanetancy fot All lie buins, 

Eftcli Kliimelfis miss subdues bia heait by tunisi 
He viein each true orarlilicial clinrm, 

c fatal sigbls bi; iileeplng passiuns warm 
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II t!i' ensniirinefuer 
! hence, Euch niim'rmis nikes we 
I, plung'din misi-ry. 
lio liaire scarce twelve winters scci 

Become llle victims ofdcgen'rate men. 

Sitlast fvom slicplierd, and its mourning' dam. 

nttuugh sumc lane desert roves a itrnggling Uml). 

No danger ft Hrs, but assbe idly liti-av^. 

Roniid eierybuaU the licedlass wnnton pUva, . 

'I'ill raging wolvci the beauteous toy surround, 
■Orli(*trsi1iy ber on the crimson groundi 

Tl|«n from her guililess heart (lie purple floir! 

A pR«ioiis morsel for ihd hungry foca. 

Or (Iwe exafiple ruiu'd, 'bu* VTSlch^ffiQ 
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r 

JIany ft youthful dame with streaming eyes; 
I No more their lips like dewy roses glow. 

Their weary eyes no peaceful slumbers know; 
But left to strike their pensive breasts in vain^ 
And curse the authors of their lasting pain^ 
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CHAPTER n. 



Biiciflueout and dciultory ttrktures intended 14 & 
aanstrate the authenticity uf the •ntecedent srgi 
jDcnts, tnd respectfully sufamitleJ to the ewidid C' 
cidcTation of parents generiJiy. 



t HAVBt in tlie (H-cceding cliaptcr, delineate 
a few dcsultofy ant! siiontaiicnua tliouglits on I'aalta^ 
ioD. Hcttuemcnt in cwmposition, or elegance^j* 
-an-an^ment, lias been no part of my objet^t and 
di^sign, wincli ace simpty to doliver my senti- 
ments unailnrned and unadulterated, iIeM<',ending 
hi particulars when necessary, and animadvort- 
ing on the moat popular vices, wlicn Intruduccd 
on tiie carpet. My iipimai-jr nV)^* '* *" bouse- 
ful. witliuut paying tii« least regard to the crt-. 
tic's malicious sneers, tfie debaiiclieo'if vtndictivej 
frown, or ;tlte fashionable damu's consequential^ 
ileclaniations. The adulatioa of pertsliiug inot^ 
tals, I do not solicit, nur de^n^cttte tiieir i 
sures; for, tbougli i Iovd all men, irearnun 
being perfectly independent iii this respect. 

A Urge field for contemplation prcnentv t»i 
Tiew a train ofintercsting common-place tiioiigl| 
GODRCcted with ay subject, wlticb are sonatun 
and atthe same tiiaeso reasonable. tliatotien 
3uppw«e it altogether superfluonn to suggest thd 
^ul if we may judge the people by their rclatB 
conduct, we must cuine to this cuncliisiin, I 
IT they ai-e apprised of these thou{{ht>«. and \ 
inlqrmed resjpecting the subject matter of our i 
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Ttstij|;iLti<iti< tJiry liavc a i)ueer way of showing 
tinlr inlbniiatitiu. For iiistunccr caw wc, for a ■ 
iDiimtiit. Mujiimsc. OH ttiD mastttupcrflcial view of 
tliv iimimiir in wtiitli nmuy pHi'eiits bring ui) lUeir 
c)iil<lr«u. thut tbcy ut-cc<itnin<'t)tl, wticn (lie luve 
of (inwiU'rHnlablu |ilea;^uros, iiiiprudcni rompan- 
i(Hii», fii<ihjunablc it|i|)ciiclagus, buwevei- indecent, 
aril aUnwuil ta uUrairt ttie altentiuii. cngi'OBs ths 
alTcctiuiu, and envelop tUe practices of rtiildrcnj 
tboir degradation, corittiin I nation, and, jwrhapSf 
ercn ilciitrdctiou. Jtpiiruaclic» witb long and stea- 
dy strides. Sur-ely. we cannot bi'licie tliat tlioy 
arc CDDvinccd of tliiH triitb, tbnugb it is as plain 
to behold as the lifamsof tlic sun in an unclouded 
atmvsidiei'e . Wc all know, that intomperance, 
by enervating the mind and debilitating the body, 
produces a stale nf wretched ness, while temper- 
ance liii'4 the contrary elfect; and even imprudenco 
in dresSt and a deleterious ohscqiiiouaness to iti- 
iudicious as wrll as indflreiit fasliions. ba\e 
lii-ouglit many a young nuinan, iutliemeiiUiauot 
yAutb. to a i^ircmature dcatb, by producing the 
most destructive disordei-a; while, on the contra- 
ry, the prudent, judicious female, by not listen- 
ing to tlic solicitations of wayward fancy, and by 
rcfubingto expose her constitution for tlie giatifi. 
cation of her vanity, and in obedience to the ca- 
pricious mandates oflasliion. Uvea to become an 
useful and ornamental member of civil society, 
tbe virtuooH wife of a it'putable husband, tfic pru- 
dent mother of a happy, as well as numerous 
pn>geny;. and tJiougb her personal charms may. 
notbccQual to otliei-s, yet hci^virtu^ more iSiM 
douhlv^ coniiiensjitc8_fqr ^tiffor vii-liJ.'^iKe tiie' 
^TiHitsgo7d,""or glistening jewel, the moi-e it is' 
[usctI, the more resplendent it ajiiicars, ftnd^amoi'e, 
\brilUaiJt_radiaiicc itBc(juires.J Tliu8,"lhc ^oTin 
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LU western dcrlinatiou. dartt tiiit lioi-h 
Ucams ic»i»glittei-trig, but more captivating, 
in his rori'idiait glory. whe» inajcsticjill> gr; 
lie dispUEj's at oncu his magnitude unit liraal 
lliis similittiilc illuatratcs tlic cL.'UTurtcristic 
an aniJaUlo wmuun. pnsse^sed widi pcrsoi 
charms in modiocrity, without aflectation, I 
bIeB<)Gd with iicntimriital charni» in liiiperabtui- 
danr« witlinut pedantry. Bnl. to what sliall we 
liken the aDccted coquette. wJioiqe very [diysing. 
nomy oxiii-chscm to every feeteldcr the guinlessence 
of vanity and self tonseqiifnce. Though hei- beau- 
ty ll-ansccndod tliat of ifie sun at nuon-day: yet 
M'onld hcrttfi^ctationxni) haughtiness draw a veil 
over it. and excite conteuH)t, instead of aduiira- 
tion. like the sabk- eloiid, that big with Hhowet-9, 
sbi-ouds the i-adiant sun in aolemii sadness, atid 
cause:!; a gloom to rest even apaa the beauteous 
flower gawlen, 

We would <:nmi»are etu-h u m\v. {unA many such 
tl)ee« are) to a wolf clothed with a Iamb's skiu. 
Py hiH iniiuitkry an<l afferlatioii, the deeeptiun 
is iTcognizeil, and he receives contempt and exc- 
cntiou. 

Th« horse Ih <i beautiful anil useful animal, and 
Is oreonrae admired and c»te*.'med. The leopard 
is still more beautiful to 4ieliold, jet ttc is viewed 
with Iiitri'or. and avuiilcO >vil.h dismay. What a 
|)ity it is. that the peuud and im[i(?rioiis votaries 
offashiitit, while at tlieti' tojletg, or strutting a- 
long the §treetH, will not astt their nwuiji^arts 
UieWHoteniitjjiieHtiuns: tt'hat are we'/ AtpuiH " 
uwation. jiatticleH of dusL Where arc ite? ' 
"this lerraiiuecmTjall, speniliiig a few revol' 
■DTMneuis, aH [iruhatlonary, a^euuntablc. aiKt 
sitive beings on whom »rc bt'stnwed, by tin- 
crftlluutt ol Uie Arcliiloct oS JNatur^ tnu^ceod: 
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'cntt/ cxi!«U<>nt and ornamental qualitlcHtions, fur 
did esjtress purpose nf prolnotirig; tlic gluvy. and 
doing Uie Hill of the Btcrna) Crvator, to wIioih 
WF mUMtMCcoiiRtrurtlio expenditure ofourrtc)i< "*' 
taleiiu and tune!! 

Hlieu xveimve Ikhtarthlybatt, ivhatviilt 
came oj our iinmortfil parts? We shall uudoubted- 
iy be arriugncd kl tlic aagu^t tribuiml of the Eter- 
nal; there b) receive, from the irapartiai Juilge, 
rewards or punUliRietits, acccK'iling to the incnt 
«r deinrrit o/ our artiotjs. We simll tlien ascer- 
taio, that our probationary state, at least when 
compared to eternity, ia like a dream, or a flasb 
of lightning in tlie atmosplicre. otic moment Bocn, 
tlie next lanltiied fontver. tn it then right or 
veasunahic fur us to upend otir fleeting momenta in 
gratifying our capricious paagiiins, in indulging 
ourunwarrautablc pleaaurei, and in oBfcring in- 
cense at tlie ^Urinu of vnnity ? JW. As we are 
uot only probationary, but aocial and immortal 
bcins>s. it in an insrilt to common s<!n8i:, a per- 
version of our iiBtiire. anil a moi-tal sin against 
the ctcruul Author and supporter of concord and 
peace, to spend our time in idleness and dlasipa- 
ttou, not only neglecting to do good, but in do- 
ing muclt evil, prostituting our persons, time, 
riclics, and talents to tlie most unworthy puipo- 
sca-. TUeseareherioHsconsidcratioua; and how- 
ever the volatile and gay may flirt and sneer at 
thcnit the day it fast approaching when sickness 
will ^zfi, and medicine fail tliem. Then they 
will Ruticipate all the solemnities of adying hour, 
andfeeli as well a^ know, that Jehov^li is inojco- 
r^le in justice, and irrevocable in his decrees, 
as they respect the prnud and impenitent: and, at 
the same time, great in goodm^ss to the humble 
aad ptuus, upos nitom be showers in copious a- 
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bundllHCc hia tllvjrge lile^singft and l)eiieftictiotlJaH 
Be ie timr i^urec of coneolutinn umlcr trnublfil 
Bc^ foi-(ifip.Htli«ii'mit)ilH in temptations: .iti<|. wliej^J 
ak'tut to take h long and last farewell uC all tliin^fl 
Itprc below, a cgnvajr uf ccleittJal licraldB ai-e Hcncfl 
to bear tln^ U^itpy soul exulting and tl'iuinpUajjCT 
on (heir j^oldeo wings u|)to tUc palace of Qod a^H 
IiIh ungcU. ^9 

Swift, and more swifltlie ruiJiaiil lieralita ^o, ' ^H 
Aa awiA i^ lighUiing, and as white as saw. ^H 

FarPuts aliould always remember, tltatforei^H 
vy cliUd the tVliuiglity has intruKted to their charnM 
li» has assigned a portion of work in his vinevan^B 
for, surely. Wf^ must lielieve, that liu has nc|H 
will not, and cannot ct-eatn au immortal sptmfl 
without having some glnrloiis end in view. F^flJM 
my own pai-t. t am conlldent in tlie oyiHinn. Ib^H 
iliore is imt an individual nf tlit! Iiuman famUSH 
(idiotii iuid lunatics excepted,) who hai not oi^| 
or more talentM iniparte^l. and a portion ot'saloH 
tary labor appropriated lor the exercise of t MflB 
talent iir takntn. by tiie inipi-oveuieut of whioH 
lie may. in agirater or less degrex", promnte t|^fl 
gloi-y oi'tiod, the cause uf virtue, and the gOfflH 
of mankind. And on purents the UiiiKirtant ti iflB 
falls, tornltivatctbe inU'lK-< hial IWutUes ofthcM 
cliildren at an early age. that they may ana^V gM 
the salutary end of lljciiTreaiion. when arrivug 
at Uw years of arrountabilifv. If thev iieglolfl 
lltiN p;ii-l of their duty tu f i.i I "suhI li.eir rliiliTi-eii, 
thf> aregiiilly of tlierrimes tli.j commit, imd uf 
iho good llie tieglvct- ami let them ll;itler tliem- 
M|VCm as Ihry may. thev will have to answer for 
titcijWtie to the God of SPaturo. Tbc natnral con- 
ficqnAces tbal result from clUIdren'sbpiug alUiw- 
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1 lural I'l'avactcr ia ;niis(irte(l, 
iliie iiutiuna at-c anniliilaf-eil, 
uil tiiitievy. iirnarciimylatcd! 
imciHianOdS cliiJclreii nfiii- 
rijii often j)i-fci(iitateii iriti> a 
I I iif iniaci'j', uiid, pcrliajJti, fi- 
lial I IF. 11. ^.wiilii^wi.l ill tliu vorti'X of iminui'titll. 
iy brforc tlie iiriiiciplcM «r iikiihI I'eititufic wtro 
iiurttlcutcil on llitir jtivciille minds, before tliesii- 
nf r-Mcuitcitcc of viitui^ had Iii-cn i-xliibitcil to tlicir 
iudifirriminatc view, or before its transtfudcnt 
IreauWfM liad lipcn r\i'« anticipatcil. Tlicir »ii- 
Kovontalilrt passinnM |irodi!co a train of evils. 
riTNti intpnijici-aiicc lends thu van: CBinplirated 
d]8Ca<M^ follows: sloth, pride, povei'ty, und ri(^9- 
[mir bring iili tlic I'Ciir, and precipitate tlio iinlmp- 
YJ bi;i)ig« Inatled with siim of the deepest dye, and 
CBVVlojied nilh sorrows nf tenfold inagnitiide, in- 
to wtiSllllty, curfling forever the »uthi>ra oftlieir 
laKtiiig wretdieilno.'!^ Rut, iilas! — it is not on- 
ly the tliildren of sufili cmcl paiTiits tliat are pre- 
lualiifelj- roiitatniiiated byseiitirneiitai or practi- 
cal Neilurtioii, but even thow of prudent and vir- 
iaatiB people ulicn lirMt st-tting out in life, while 
yi^t Htrailgers to tbe syren's voi<e. the rlianuiiiR 
nyporrite'ssoliritations; when every iiiili«"""''d 
ple»Kiii-e entices, and mery new tfbjriT. I'Aliiliil.^ 



of novelty! t'n' 
aii':y; vit-ttir n ■ 

tmnquillitj' is ibreii' 



,-it s^u 



VIKBICATED. 

cvfiB criinjuAl denii-c^ arc graliGcil. b«i»g i 
iiw^itnAPitltfisftl tn vctiiftl wi'akiicas; Imbjl p-o 

ilj(W:tt'i ""■'■- i^ijjaulie: ikiid tleliaurl 

IS III (illili-aUiHl'His lli'^ 

i(e V. .: .'1 .-iuwi'. and love' 

.Airy. ^^UiU liiorHiW 
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tliptr 'I'lly 'ntliwn wl ' 
'itleii lilts ii liu|>pi-iiiM;, 

Itcgui) the woHil Vfitii lji ., , . , 

l»oun <lb(io.siIii)ii-i.: buU aIha ! i,\ a.-.^tchtting w 
nlcbncl c(iiii[inni(inB. and l>y iii<)(ilgii)g in uun 
I'mtliJilc iiriiticnNitirs. tJii-ir bloumini; i>t'iii«|i 
lU-G bla»<cil ill tLc bud. like tlic oiicuiii^ tlot 
ncorrhod hy tUr .iiiu, tir l)liiNted liy ihc i _ ' 
wliirlniud; ami tliiiugli tlicj ijid fall- l<» lit- 1 
AUiipoil, ji'ttfiej fu-ntiiallj iirovi^ti) lu'llic i> 
oCcivUsorioiy. TltUH. tlie mui Hsrs iniiiMlif 
gFKlMl, lijw itioliliif muiiiitaiiis witli iigiiWcm'i\^ 
(>xliilanUi:8 llic ijliuii, giUls tlie atunisjilnTe v 
uricnthglil, Hiii) |iii»ml!ie^ it rliiiidiiitg ility: wlifi^ 
I'll ilic salileciirlainsof tlic sky arc let down. C 
sun Is vaiiiNlicd, tJie xliowei-s ijtisccnil. and a 
Vludc tbu nT.ei)ing day with solciiiti ■.ikIikks. — 
Tfaowwhii Villi tlii-m.ti'ivcstl!;- ■■. r:,u ,-,, 
^gil Ilic (->n/s ui' iJir rn-filioii. ;ii. 
tlw: liivi'-i- cliHs: but. aliw! liu - 
and Heeling t-itiiHtlinw in life slmui ! 
pUy, iiistcud ol" exciting oiii- envy. Manj j 
adiiug hetid i'(-r)ii)c.s tiiian tt downy (mIIow. 
iiv a fuirrtiwful heart is coii\oyrd fiiiin plat 
^ilace in !i giJikd chiu-iiit. Miu'ij a vilaiiU- 
iWe iii)|iwifaiiw! roinrais uinitti'i'iihlc. \<reli-i 
aC-SH wilhifi. RiclwH niu-litn^ ]ti'iilf: and p 
di«ordi'i-s Ihc heart: Hnd the ritiuitain ol' ha,. 
ncMlirirpg jioisoiicd, t)(fl xtruiiuiM itrt' ranS(M|ncnt- 
ly aBteica. 'X'liougl! every othi;i' jtaliirul sciisii: 
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CouracM o'ertiirn'd, and mighty 
Di^furmcd with gore, lie welt'ring on the plain. 
Struck through with wounds, ill-fated chiertalns 
Frown e'en Id death, and threaten as they die. 
Through the thick squadrons see the hero bound, 
(Hi* helmet Rashes, and hti arms resoundl) 
All grim with I age, he frowni o'er Turrtui' bead, 
(Re-kindled ire! for blooming Pallai dead.) 
Then, in his bosom plung'd the shining blade — 
The soul indigTtant sought the St^fgian shade' 



"The far fam'd bards 
Should next compos 



c'd Briltania'. 

hie pile. 
Great Milton first, for towering thought rero» 
Parent of aong, and fam'd the world around' 
Bis glowing breaat divine Vrania fir'd. 
Or Ood himself Ih' immortal bard inapir'd. 
Some on triumphant wings he takes bis flight, 
Explores all heaven, and treads (he realmi oflight 
In martial pomp he clothes th' angelic train. 
While warring myriads shake the ethereal plain. 
His lays the verdure of the meidl prolong. 
And wlthcr*d forests blossom in bis songi 
First Michael stalks, high lowering o'er the rest, 
With heavenly plumage nodding on his crest, 
Impenetrable arms his timbs enfold. 
Eternal adamant, and burning gold! 
Sparkling to fiery miil, with dire delight, 
Behellisua Satan animates the fight: 
Armipoteat they sink in rolling smoke. 
All heaven resounding, to ita centre . 
To crush his foes, and quell the dire alarms, 
Mtiaiah sparkled in refulgent arms; 
In radiant panoply divinely bright, 
His limbs incas'd, he flash'd devouring light. 
On burning wUeelii, o'er heaven's crystalline road 1 
Tbunder'd the chariot of the Filial Codi 
The burning wheeU on golden ailes turn'd, 
With flaming getns the golden axles burn''l. 
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La', the spoiute bo*t, wiib (error ttmck. 
Roll back bjrniilUoiis! the eiDp}rre»a«book? 
Sccptret, indorbld *hielcti, idiI crown* of gotd, 
Cbcrubi ind terapbi in coafmioorfrfl'di 
Till from his hand, tbe triple thander hurrd, 
Compell'd them hEidlong, to the infenul varhL 

"Then tusefal Popt, »bam ill the iudc iKtpirc 
Wilb Kipphic iVE«ln«9s, and p\rularii file. 
Father of vene! melodiou* snd diiin«! 
Ncit peerless Milton ijiould didisguiill'd ihinc. 
Smooth flair bis numbers wb«Bfie paint* tbe j{ra*«, 
Th' cnraptur'd riigins list'oiiig into loTe. 
But when the night and betrve resounding slors). 
Rush on the deep, and A'tptune't 1aj:e derorra, 
Bough runs the verse, tbe soo'rous numben ro»r 
I.ike the hoarse surge that thunders on the »bore, 
But when he stngs the' eshilaraleJ strains, 
Th' embowering groves, anil IWintltor'i bliMfuI pUii 
Our eyes »t« raTish'dwitb the sylvin scene, 
BmbroideT*d fields, .nd groves in l.YiBg green: 
TAomei' silver streams his flowing verse adnire, 
And ceaae to murmur while he tunes lus l;rc. 

"Neil should ipp pear great Drydtn't lofty ni 
For who would Dryden^i poliah'd verse refuse ' 
His lips were moisten'd in Pitrnaiiut' spring. 
And Phiebu* taught his laurtal son to sing. 
How long did Pirgtl untranslated mosn, 
nil beauties fading, and his fiigbis unknown; 
Till Dryden rose, anil, in exalted strain, 
Ite-sang the fortune of the god-like mant 
Again the TV^'on prince witb dire delight. 
Dreadful in arms, demands the ling'ring fight 
Again Camills glows with martial fire. 
Drives armies bick, and makes all 7Voy retire. 
With more than nalive lustre HrgiVsliincs, 
And gains fubUm^r heights in Pr^dtn't linei- 
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* ^The gentle. WM9 who fttriii|n.liU Mter lyre 
Tcr sacred o4ii|» -iilid.Hefiveit'a lU nH'ag-fiiie; 
Who icofaa^ ajppUitee of the tveenticitf* itage. 
And nount* yon sparhUi^ worlds with htflibw'd rage, 
CookpeU mj theiq^ta to wLog the heavily r6ad» 
And waHa niy. aoal» exulting, :^o my 0od^ 
No fabled iVtfte, harmonious bard! inspire 
Thy rapturM hrea^t- with auch seraphic fire $ 
Bat prompting itfngels warm thy houndleas rage^ 
pirect thy thoughta and animate thy page* 
Blest man*! for spottess-sanctaty yevex^, 
JLov'd by thegood^ and by theguijty fear'd; 
Blest man! f^om gay delusiye acenea re1noT^^ 
Thy Maker loving* by thy Maker iov^d; ^ 
To Qod thoU; tun'stthy oonaiacrated lays, 
)ffor meanly b4ush to sing Munwh^a ptaise^ 
O! did* like thee» eaph laarelfd hard delight» . 
To paint Beligi^ in her native l^ht» 
llot then with Plo^ the laboring press would groan^ 
Nor Ftce defy the Bf^U and tbe TAronei 
No impious rhymer charm a yicloua.age^ 
Nor prostrate Virtue groan beneath their rage; 
But themes dirine in lofty numbers rise^ 
fill the wide earth, and echo through the skies. 

< 'These for Delight $ — for Profit I would read^, 
The labor'd volumes of the learned dead: 
Sagacious Loeke^ by Providence design*d 
T' exalt, instruct, and rectify the mind. 
Th' unconquerable Sage,* whom virtue ftr'di 
And from the tyrant's lawless rage retired, 
"When victor Cxsar freed unhappy jRome, 
From Pompey^a chains, to substitute his own^ 
LonginuSf Livy^ fam'd Thucydides^ 
Quintillian, Plato, and Demoaihenet^ 
Persuasive Tully, and Corduba'^a Sage^-\ . 
Who fell by Nero*8 unrelenting rage{ ^ 

H r . ■ ■ I .. .1 .■! . ■ II. I ll ., 1 . 1 ' ■ I 
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ffim' whom ungraiel'ul Jthent doota'd to bleed, 
Despis'll while living-, andiieplor'd when de»(l. 
Baltsgb I'd read with ever fresh delight, 
Willie »ges past rise present to my sight, 
All' man unbUst! lie foreign reslms explor'd, 
'I'hcn fell a victim lo his country's sword! 
Norghould great Dfham puss neglectsd bv, 
ObiErvant Hge'. to whose deep piercing e;;c, 
Nature's stupcmloua viorki expanded lie. 
Nor he, Brittania, Ihy unmalch'd renown! 
(AdjudgM to wear the philoaopbic crown) 
IVho on the tolar orb uplined rode. 
And scBnn'd the unfalhomsble works of God! 
Who bound the silver planets lo their sptieres, 
And Irac'd th' ecliptic curve of blazing stars! j 
fmmoTtat Ntxalon, «tio»e illustrious nime 
Will shine on records or eternal tame, 

"By love directed. I would choo.c » «Ue, 
To improve my bliaa Htid cose the laid of life. 
Ilnil iVedtack! bail, inviolable tiel 
Perpetual iountain of domestic joyt 
Tjove, friendship, honor, truth, and pure delight, 
Ha rmoni o us m ingle inthc nuptinlrite. 
Rn £den firat the holy "stale beganp 
Kvhen^perfect iunocenoe dUti n^is fa' d man . J 
TbeTiuman pair tl?^raighfy Pontiff led, " 
Gay as the morning to the bridal bed; 
A dread aolcmnity th' espousals grac'd, 
Artseti the Wilntiaet (ind GOD Ibe Pbikt! 
All eirth exulted on the nupUnt hour. 
And voluntary roses deck'd the bower! 
The joyous bird*, on every bloisom'd spray. 
Sung Hymtaiah to th' important day, 
While Philomela swcll'i! the spousal song. 
And Pftfadise with graluUttoni rung. 
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"Relatf, inspiring muse! where shall 1 finJ 
A blODinrng- I'ipgin with in angc 
Untiiemisli'd is the white rob'd 
Thst fe<r, O Home- thy consecr 
lly reason aw'd, anibilioua to be good. 
Averse to vice, and zealous for her God' 
Rrlite, in whnt blest region can'l find 
Such bright perfections in a female mind' 
What Phan!x--«om».n bieathes tlie vital air. 
So greatly good, and so divinely fair? 
Sure, not the gay and fashionable train, 
Licentious, proud, immoral, andprorxne; 
Who apeml their golden hour* in antic dress. 
Malicious whispers and ingli 

"Lo! round the board a shining train appears, 
In rosy beauty, and in prime ofyears* 
TkU liatei a flounce, and Ihit a flounce approves^ 
Tkii shews the trophies of her former loves; 
PoWyavera that Si/laia dresl in green, 
When last at church the gaudy nymph was seen, 
Chloc condemni her opticii, and will lay 
'Twos azure satin, inlerutrealt'd with grey; 
Lucy mvesled witli judicial power, 

Awards, 'twas neither and the strife is-o'er,- - -* 

Then parrotsj'lap^dogs, monkeys, squirrels, beaus, ' 

Fans, ribbands; tuckers, patches, furbeloes. 

In quick succession, through their fanciesrun, 

And dance incessant on the flippant tongue. 

And ivhen fatigued with every other sport, .^^1 

The belles prepare to grace the sacred court, 4^| 

They marshall all their forces In array, '^^H 

To kill with glances and destroy in play, ^^H 

Two akilfill maids with reverential fear. 

In wanton ureatha collect their lilkcii hair; 

Two paint their cheeks, and round their wwples pou< 

The fragrant ungaent, and the ambrosial showerf 

One pulls the ahape-ereating stays, and one 

EnGirclea round her <^algt the golden (cne: 
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Nui with in«t«toil tdimprore igiinortil charas, 

Strove /uno, I'tnua, >iid tbe (factn of arritt, " 

When Priam't son ndjudg'd Ihe ^oldea prize 

To the resistless beiiKy of llic skie». 

Al Icnglb cquip'd in lore's entleing arms, 

Wilb all ili»t glktwa and with all that chim«, 

Tbe ideal goddcssea-to church repair, 

Teep tliraugh Ihe fan and muUero'er a prajet, 

Of list-en to the organ'* pampoua soaiid. 

Or eye the g-ilded iiDsge« aroand; 

Or, deeply studied in coquettish rules, 

Ai<n wil;' glancei at uatriinhiii^ fools; 

Or show Ihe lilf h^nd vith graceful air. 

Or wound the fopting with a loch of hair; 

And when the hated discipline is o*er. 

And Miita loFtured with^ — Reptnt no mole 

They mount th« picturM c«acb, bnd to the plaj, 

The celebrated idol* hieawaj'. 

•■Not so the Lot* thai should my joys improrei | 
With solid fr'iondstiip and connubial Iotb: 
A native bloom, with intermingled wlijt«. 
Should set her features In ■ pleasing light; 
Like Iltlfn flushing with iiBi-ivill'd charms, 
. When r»ptiir'd Parii darted in her arms. 
But wbnt, slasi avails a ruby check, 
A downy boioiti, or a laowy neck! 
Charms ill supply the want of innocence. 
Nor beamy forms intrinsic excellence. 
Butin her breast let mortal boutic* *lilne. 
Supernal grace and purity divine: 
Sublime: her reason, and her native wit 
UnBtrain'd with pedantry and low conceit^ 
Her fancy liveljr, and her judgment free, 
Prom female prejudice and higolry. 
Averse lo idle pomp, itnJ vatward thow. 
The flattering c^xcomli, and fantaalle beau, 
THe fop'* impertinenct the w«iild detpiar. 
Though »orely irounded br ber ratliBiit ey^- 
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Qut piy due rev'rence to ihc exsltcd mind 
B)- JcArning potiali'd, and by wit refin'd. 
Who all Iicr virtuea, without guile, cotnioends, 
And all her faiiltB is fceely reprehenilB. 
Soft f/ynien''» rites her pasaion should approve, 
And in hep bosom glow the flames of lore; 
jTo me her aoul, by sacred friendahip. turn, 
(And I, for her, with equal friendship burn: 
(IrTevery stage of life afford relief, 
{partake my joys, and sympathize my griefi 
Cnshalten, wait in virtue's peaceful road, 
lior bribe her reason to pursue Ihe mode; 
Mild as the saint whose errors are forgiven, 
Oalm as ■ vestal, and compos'd as heaven. 
This be thepartner, this the lovely wife 
That ahould eir.belllBh and proloug iny life; 
A nymph! who might a spcond fall inipire. 
And en aglowing CAfruA vitli desire! 
With her I'd spend the pleasurable day, 
"While fleeting minutes gaily dancM «wiiy; 
With her I'd walk, delighted, o'er the green, 
Through every blooming niead, the rviral scene. 
Or ait in open fields damnsk'd witb HoiiVers, 

cool shades embrown the noon'tidc bow^ 
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I'd reign the happy monarch of her charmsi 
Ofl on her panting bosom would I lay. 
And, in dissolving raptures melt awayi 
Then lull'd, by nightingales, to balmy real. 
My blooming fair should slumber at my breast. 

••And when deerepid age (frail mortals* doom)! 
Should bend my wither'c! body to thoiomb, 
No warbling SyrenU should retard my flight. 
To heavenly mansions of unclouded lighti 
Though death, with hii imperial honors crowii'di- 
Terrific grin'd, and formidably frown'd. 
Offences pardon'd, and remitted ain. 
Should forin a calm aereoity within: 
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Blesiing my nalat and my mortal hour, 
(My soul edimraitLed to the eternal power) 
InexDrntiie deaib ahould smile, fat I, 
Wha knew to livb, would never /ear to nil' 

Tlio question still recurs, Wliy the (lpg« 
tion nf the female chai'actei-? Why arc tUyy, 
u vpi-y great proportion of thorn, rwlucerf to mere 
cypliersin tlic scaIo ot beings? Is it because ttiey 
art! (levnid nt tlione liHIIiant qualitications that 
shine ho cnnspiruoiis in the .sons of meii^ By no 
means. Tlinse mihlc qualifirntions if not H(i|icn- 
or. are at Ipast equal, in the femiile ciiar^cter: 
anri nothing hut llie poi-ton of false education, the 
WTOng association of juvenile Ideas, are the cause 
why tlie native genius and inherent endowments 
of Temalea do not burst forth and shine with reno- 
vated Rph-ndoi- 

We niiglit deduce a long deduction of examples, 
to prove tV Biipcr-pxcellcrice of the female rharac- 
tei-, and that thi-y have excelled in many of the 
departments of civil and savage society, an<l have 
cvcntitallj' proved an ornament not only to tlieir 
own but to the male sex. I refer the reader ta 
the many vnhinics ef female biography, to provft 
my arguments. . 

Though the limits of my plan will not aUdWII 
to enlarge niiidi, I will merely gin _ 

of the hemic char»rter of a celehr ated frinale, 
^vetijn sa,fai'ly_agej>fthe_ wy j(l-in"nieiurS^ 
ratnis, the consort ofNiinis the Hovei-eigito!_tlicj 
aiUJi!ntjind£cl^ralcdxUlJit^^ 
prcMOUsly the wftToToiieon^iirofl.cers. and dis- 
tinguished lirrKTlf so luurh by licr heroic ( xploits, 
that Ibe king not only niometl bi-r. but If It her 
liisrrt'Viii nt litis deHth- 
Thts ambitiuUH pi-inress being desirans, i a hrr^ 
A* 
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tum to render ber name immoftal. in avcryfew 
yrara built llieritf urBubylon. to such an aina- 
zins fxtoiit that it far exceeded Kinevoli. it» 
waJIs beiiig of a ^ufficient thickness to allow six 
c hiiri'its to goabreast. 

The ijuajrs. the lii-idge over the Euphrates, the 
hanging gardens, the prodigies of 8cul|,ture and 
arcliitectui'o, the temjilc of Belu», which liad in 
it a golden Htatii« Corly feet higli, thongli tbey 
were not all the works of Seniiramiis yet they 
\*ere much improved and embellished by her. 

The brevity of my plan forbids mc to give a 
circnniHtaRtial ai'C(tunt of the astonishing magnifi- 
cence avd strength of Babylon: particularly the 
walls, which were fifty feet wide. 200 high, and 
90 IDilc»« in circumference; and the temple of Be- 
las. which is allowed by historians to bo the same 
as the tower mentioned in scriiiturc, called Ba- 
bel. 

The last and greatest expedition ol Semiramia 
WHS against India. On thin occasion she. raised 
an innumerable army out of all the pruvincM of 
her empire, and appointed Bactra for the rendez- 
va\i3. 

As the strength of the Indians consisted chief- 
ly in their great number of elephants, this artful 
queen bad a multitude of camels aicoutred in the 
form of elephants, in hopes of deceiving the enr- 
niy. It is said, tliat I'erseus. long alter. untA 
the same str^agcm against tlie Kainans. But 
seither of them sucrecded. ■ 

The Indian king having notice of her apprnach, 
sent amhassailors to know u bo she was. and u ith 
what right, having never received any injury 
fi'om him. she caiue out of wantininess to attack 
hh dominions^ adding tliat lier holdnrss sliuuld 
noonoiect withiliepuuislimciitit deserved. "TeJI 
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your master," replied tlie qiicon. *'tliat inalittle 
time. I invself will Ictliim kimw »h» lam-" 

She adviuiretl immeiliately t«%ai'<is the rivr 
Iiitlust li-om whicii tiio cimntii^ taki-H iXs nami^; 
anil tiaviiig |>re|)an'il asiifticietit number ut' bii»t^, 
she attempted to imeiH i1 wiOi lifi' army. 'J heir 
pa(i»4age whs a long time tliHiiuted, hut after a 
blond} battle, she put her cntmtps to lUght. A- 
Uovc a Uiousaml ol'thi-ir boats wHre sunk, and a- 
buut a humlrcd thousand of their men taken ]iris- 
oners. 

£nroiirage(l by thisNticress,shn advanced dirrct- 
Ij'iiiCfl thecDuntiy. leaving sixty thiiuMand men 
behind to guainl tbu bridge cit'boatH, which ultn 
had built over the river. — ^I'his was juat what tlic 
king deitired, who fled on purjioae tn bring her to 
anengagomcnt in the heaitid'hi.'^ country. When 
he_ tlirMight that she had advanced far enough, 
he faced al>out, and a seco . nngage'ineiit en- 
sued, uioro bloody than lUe Hrat- The counter- 
feit elephants could not long sustain the shuck uF 
the true ones. Theae routed her army, crusiiing 
whatever came Inllieir nay. 

Sei)iirami<4 did all that could be done, ts rally 
and oiicourage Iier ti-oops; but in vain. The 
king perceiving her engaged in the light, advanc- 
ed towards her and wuiinded her. The wound 
liowever did not prove mortal. The swiftness of 
her horxe soon carried tier beyond the reach of 
her cneinUn. 

■ As her men crowded to the bridge, to repass 
the river, miinliers of them pcnslied by the disof- ^ 
der and confusion unavuidnbli^uii siicli occai ' 
When those that c^uld aave themselves wei 
Ijr over, she destrayed the bridge, and by UiS 
means stopped the enemy; the king likewi.>de, in'' 
obnlience to an oracle, liad given orders to bis 
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troopfl not to pass the river, nor pursue Setnira-^ 
iiii> anv farther. 

The qucen« having made an exchange of pris- 
oners, returned to her own dominions, with scarce 
one-third of her army, which, according to Ctc- 
sias. coMsisted of thi'ee hundred thousand foot, 
ami Uriy thousand horse, besides the camels and 
chan«)\s armed lor war, of which she had a very 
coiisi(h*i-s\Ule number. 

Time wouM hiil me to mention the many female 
rli.nracfers uJjf» have si^naJized theniheJ^es by 
their ins^cnhniH^ livroic. and iiiviovible achiev- 
ments, iVum the rei^^n of this c£»/ehrated woman, 
to that of the empress Catharine of Ilnssia. and 
with respect to jihilanthropy and muiiiticence, 
they unrjuestionnhly abound nH>rc, far more a- 
mnngst the feniaJe than the male part of society; 
and with relerencc to the tiner fetlings whicha- 
dorn human nature, if ^^e candUilv consider them 
on 9t\ average, we shall be obliged to relimjiiish 
the palm in favor of women: were I inciined. I 
could, jM'rhaj)s« trace a line of tender tVelijigs, 
benevolent enmtions, in a direct course, through 
every generation, and in e\ery clitue, not exclu- 
ding the most savage, from Kve, the motlier of 
the human fam.ly, to the ihembers which com- 
pose that intrinsically munihrent institution en- 
titled the iVidow^s Sacidy. and exclusively orga- 
nized by a number of respectable ladies ot ^ew- 
York, for the support and pi-orrc tion of helph ss 
and disconsolate widows and orphan chil. nn. 
These i'es|)cctable personages I exhibit with ,:e- 
light, as living monuments to illustrate my rea- 
soning, and to consolidate my arguments in fav- 
or of the native exccllcncv ot'ihr (enjale character; 
ami while 1 admire the*ii ii):i> tJse grateful tears 
o(the poor unhaj^y orphan unu widow abundant- 
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ly repay their liberality; »n<l while I loot uiioo' 
ttK'in Willi revrrfintial smsatiou!)* ai the frienda 
of those whom 1 ilcsii-e lobefpietid. miiy thtil Al' 
niiKfity Sovpivign of tlip skies, who ijelii^hts is 
earii hetieAi-eiice tliat ^njiimiiateH to himself, may 
he view them with siirh a utailii ul' appi'tthnlian as 
Hot only tn enraiit-ire. Imt snatch tlieir hearts from 
tenvstrial vicittsiturteM to celestial ili-light. In 
giving lilts amnll ti'iltiite of res)iectriil oulogium 
to nioriety IhHtennottles human nature* ni><l ron- 
strniiH even aiigela to smile with approbation, 
I must (leclapo that I am artuate<l by no sinister 
op interested motives. X Iiave never seen, and 
pcibajpfl never shall aee* an iiiilividual of that res- 
pectable ami truly philantiiropic society, hut the 
goveniC3s whom 1 called npon one day. in "Wall 
street, to recommend to her consideration a poor 
woman I happened by accident to ace in the street, 
a sti-anger, in a strange place, among strange 
people, all destitute ami iorlnrn. The symjia- 
thclic concern which she testified, and the solici- 
tude she expressed, for the poor woman's ro- 
lief and accommodalion, can.^ed mo to entertain 
the highest degree nllfrespect and veneration fop 
her character: for I almost idolize the few indi- 
vidtials of the human race, who are real friends 
to the poor and Iho needy; and. at the same time, 
to reverse the. idea. I feel the most implacable in- 
dignation, at the conduct of those innumerabls 
characters, who are the traitors and oppressors 
of mankind, and, of coDse'|uence, the enemies of 
Gvd. 

But it is a stubborn fact, as lamentable an it Is 
authentic, that many of the professors of religion 
vtv criminally dcHricnt. sordidly parsimonious, 
palpable delini|iients, with respect to their ne- 
glecting to sympathize with, and relieve to the 
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utmost extent of their influence; and I may adil 
financcH, tlieson^of affliction and the diiugbtnrs 
ef misfortune, and tlioiie religioiis devotees, wliu 
can boholdt with dry eyes, their feJIuw-travel- 
ters to the grave enveloped in wretched nesa, and 
wrapped m(i in complicat^td dii«easo. and not even 
Knticiiiaie n particle of tender emotion and sym- 
IkHtlicticcoinmiNSCFntion. Yet tliewe cliaractirs, 
vho can, with impunity, forego the sacred de- 
lights itectiliar to the ptiitanthropist, and neglect 
to fulfil thecai-dinal duties peculiar to chriutiani- 
ty, would feel condemnation if they neglcictcd to 
attend a social, a reremonialt or a sacramental 
Inoeling, intended for tlicir pei'HOital benefit. — 
And these think, because they attend h,ipocritic 
lites and penal creeds, that they will, of course, 
meet the approbation of tho Deity, though they 
neglect the more important duties of huspitaUty 
antl benevolence to their brethi-en — I mean the 
jirogenyof Adam collectively. 

Tliis animadversion is by uo meitns intended 
fui any individual character, or flenomiuation. 
No man can be more divested of party prejudice 
than I am, political or religious. While I love 
God supremely, I 'im'''*-'*^ to love all men affec- 
tionately, without any reference to sects or par- 
ties; these dcleteriouH barriers, which preclude 
fraternal love from flowing from the centre to the 
cirrunifcrenceof the earth; and prohibit, with the 
effrontery of a demon, tbc social intercourse of 
heaven-bound and of faeaven-born christians. I 
am sorry lo be under the necessity of asserting, 
that in Christendom in general, there seems lo 
bo an evident declension in christian cliarity a- . 
mongst many of the professed votaries of reveald" 
religion: a selfish parsimonious disposition, i 
terly ifpugnant to the principles of mortU reo 
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tmle, as well as incompatible with, and not: con- 
genial to, ev&ngolical religion- Can a aclfisli, 
pentiriuua man be a ctirifilian ^ It is impossible. 
How (litTerent is such a cliai'octer from tlio pious 
pbil&ntiiropiat, wliose (l«liglit is to Uless, (were 
his power equal to bis afTection,) and cii-clo tlic 
human family in one itind embrace. The follofl 
ing paraphrase on a chapter of scripture ■" 
prove the validity of this reinai'^; 

A Paraphrase on the Thirteenth Chapter o/*! 
First Epistle to the Corinthians. 

'•Did fiivaeter souods adorn my flowing; tongue, 
Thin ever m^n pronounc'd or angel sungi 
Hid I kll knowledge, human and divine. 
That thought can reicli, or science can defiii« i 
And bad I power to give that knowledge hirth. 
In all the speeches nf the bfthbling eaHh ; 
Did Shad tuch's leal my glowing breosl inspire. 
To weary tortures, and rejoice in firei 
Or bad I faith like tbat which Israel auvr, 
When Hoses give them miracles and law. 
Yet gracious diaTlty, indulgent guest. 
Were not thy power exerted in my hrcast. 
Those speeches would send up unheeded pfayer. 
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\ oymbil'i sound were belter llian my voiec, 
My faith were form; my eloquence were noise 

'■Charily, decent, modest, eiay, kind. 
Softens the high, and rears the abject miml; 
Knows with just reins, and genOc hand, to gulda | 
B«twixt vile shame and Mbitrary pride. 
Not soon provok'd, abe easily forgive-'. 
And much she siilTers, >• she tnuch Selieves. 
Soft peace she brings wherever she arrives; 
She builds onr <iulet, ts skt forms our l;ve» . 
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LantbetB^jpaasof pecTiihnnturc even; 
^Mopenilfp!^ keart a little tearen. 

■ -■'^nAvdurgitt,- which God OD man b«sti)w», 

^ f nP't'^OV b da mJ due restriction Icnowa; 

To one ftx'd^purpDM! dedicates iia power, 

AadfiuBhinl^iU act, exitts no more. 

Thm, n o^aiaience to whal heaven decrees, 

Kll<iwt«dg(i'»bt1ltiai1, &nd prophecy EhaU ceuCj 

But IkBt'm; charity*! more ample an-aj. 

Or bound bj tine, tior subject to decty, 

Xn bapp)' trinpph aball forever lire. 

And tadleu good dllTuse, and eodless pralie rccci' 

"Al thraugli the artist's Intervening g^laaa, 
•ore^e otnerrkithtf distant planets paasi 
A little ire ditcoTcrt but allow, 
.nat more reiiMAu' unieeii; than art can abowT 

^ii»,v)itl*t onrfQind ita trnowled^ would ifoprove^ 
(Iti fttaUe eye intent 6q things &bore,) 
Hlghjo.'ve ma;, ve lift our reaaom up. 
By Wth directed, and confirmed by hflpC; 
Yet ire are able only to aurrejr ■ 

Ds.Vnin^ of beamai and promiaes of dayi 
Hearen's fuller effluence tnooka our dazalcd aiffWt,' 
Too great lu iTlftQcai, and too ttrong ita light. 
- "But ■oon'Ute mediate clouds shall be.dispellM; 
The Bod shall soon be face to face beheldi 
InaHhlirobes, with all his g-lory on, 
Seated Bi)bUme on his meridian throne. 

"Tbcp constant faith, and holy hope shall die, 
OnekffV certainty, and one in joyi 
WhUdi^, more happy power, fair charity, 
TridwBKAt sister, greatest of tbe three, 
TbyJriP'c and thynature still the same, 
LtitSSjt tky lamp, and unconsum'd thy flame, 

'* Btuiit atiU lOTTlre 

IhkU V^oAbeforf the host of heaven coitfe(f> 

. Vii jiTpt iAttiing, and forerwHcat^ 
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Another ar^imcnt sHII more ronclusive strikes 
injmind, which will demonstrate the (utility and 
fallacy of that man'n h»pen fur heaven, who is 
destitute of true christian «harily, whicli alone, 
can alfoi'd ur help to {'iilfiU witli j^acred.joy, the 
subxeqiiciit address of tlte Savior and Judge of 
thf! world; whicli lie lias poaitivily and emphati- 
cally declai'eil, he will apply- to the rigliteuiis, 
convened at his atigubt tribunal on the last day: 
Come ye blested of my Fnther, inherit Ihe kingdom 
prepared for i/oufrom the foiindatian of the world: 
For IiVfiM Hit hungered, and ye gave me mtatf I 
toas thirsty, and ye gave vie drink; I was a strau- 
ger, and ye took mc in: JVaked, and ye clothed 
■me: 1 was sick, and ye -visited me: I was in pris- 
on, and ye came unto me." Can any man, piH)- 
fci^sor or profane, who habitually neglects to do 
tliei^c good work^ so far insult common sonsCi 
slmt liis eyes against the liglit of reason, and 
basely inHulC Uta own understanding, as to have 
the impudence to hope or expect, that God will 
tell a palpable lie in the presence of assembled 
wurlda, in applying the anteifdtmt address to 
him, when he in fact, acted diametrically oppo 
site to the subject matter of that address? Or 
docs such a character expect to go to bcaven af- 
ter deatli? whicli is virtually expecting that GoJ 
wilt tell a falsehood, to save a fugitive delinquent. 
It is impossible. This argument is of itself sui&- 
cient tu prove, to a demonstration, the utility 
and indispensable necessity of social virtue, to 
capacitate us to meet the approbation of Iloiiveu, 
by and not fur our workn of hospitality ami love, 
fur after we have done all that is commanded us, 
we arc truly improlitabLe servants. 

My object is not to make this « theological 
work. 1 was led inadvertently to dwell on J' ' 
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I nity, liy itiigg;<'s(ing the few anterior tlioagilta in' 
. .cuinnK^ndntion of tlie Wiiiows' Society for thcre- 
» Jii-faiii) aa^\mrt of friendless oi^bans; aqd I vtr 

, ^untt therefore, tlie reader to panlon the'digres- 
K s'wn, wliirh was not properly connected witii the 
^sultjectoC my invc litigation; but to which J will 
P^retum after introducing tlie orplian's grateful 

- pi'ayer, and iiisci^ljiDg it, with veapectt'ul consid- 
eration, to the memhers of tlie said sotie^ t« 
.wbpm it is addressed- _ ~ 



^ Aucnbed to Ik* J^deve Soa^if ^ JWw-ForA-, 

i. ' 'fltill viTlnoas few, Hf hetren and earth ap|>raf'd, 
' '^iiMitaitaWf'of yopr'graciou's Lordf ' - 
I^WfiHicl-aiiion iDRy joa Ung agree,' 
BfCcfee cemented, and triie cliarity. *^ 

^J toay your ItTesbe lengthen'd out on s&rtb, 
Ha OTery daj rejoice to g'ive new birthi 
•Uy'^utusl love to mutual good provoket 
^three-fold cord that never can be broke; 
. To Mwe the helpless, and to soothe distress, 
4:''lrahleN<.the »ick, the afflicted to redreas: 
-^o wreeaihe orphan from the threat'nin j blow, 
Tp'c^ie the widow's heart of latent woes 
To'til^cttthe faint, and gently to reprove 
.,l>«.«Ubfc«.tn heart, by offices of love. 
On f!llt» like these our God looks smilinp down, 
A(iM4«u:h heir holds out a starry crown. 
K^ALtkc sacred Monarch of the skies, 
WM-I^^ the poor unhappy orphan's crieii 
OM inilf *e hear the grateful orphan's prayer, 
■'. ^d.pTe'jDU each celestial crowns to *ear. 
-SiA tiSKno£ gratitude can ne'r repay, 1 

'^^Wd^t^thanks 1 owe, nor half diiplay y 

ttof^pHy •*"" y**" '''P'd the orpbak'i tears away. J 
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Tolcll yoiit kindness, or yaur love to paiat> 

The mUBe's sweetest notes «ppettr too fAinti 

To jiainCtlii: te»M th»l crj'swllii'd your eyes. 

Or ifrief tint midc youp bosom>hek«c with ^tght. 

When Hesren brought you to lee my deep -liitresi. 

And gave the heart to feel, the power to bleas; 

Not all .the gems CalumbiiL'* tons convey 

From the Ionian tlit'oiii;h tlie AlUntic sea, 

E'er ae-sm'd so precious us tliiil peaply tear. 

Or should with lltose dear snered sighs eompire' 

Tuur grifts to me e&sciiiiftl joy imparls, 

And prove* the gracious feeling's of your JleutST 

four aid supports a drooping parent's age. 

And still tli« widow's poignunt tvues ussiing-e^ 

Tour aid still joolhcs the woy-worn orphan's grief. 

And to her artiest cries still yields relief; 

Xor you my prayers to Heaven shall still bebQrne> 

On the first breeie that hails the golden morn; 

And, Oil! thou mighty Sire ofthe dlstressM, 

JLet our protectors bo forever ble«»'d. - 

Their phiUiitliropio deeds to heaven ahall rise. 

Behold, Oh earth! and view, ye sacred iltiei. 

And when their useful happy lives shall fade, 

May bosta of Angela lend their blinful aid. 

And on their golden wings may they arise. 

To praise the sacred Sovereign ofthe skies; 

To hear the glorious invitation "come," 

And to receive the plaudit of "well done;" 

To ju*Ln etcroatly the angelic Uy^ ^- 

Aiid All the heaven ofheavena with grateful prai«f. 

With gloiving love my heart wilhin me burns, 

Hope, joy, and fear possess my mind by turna; 

Bleu'd through your means, my heart within me i 

If not my lips, my life shnll shall speak his piaisei 

BlessM through your means, let me again proclaim. 

And still repeat my grateM thanks again. 

Oh! for ■ quill pluok'd from some angel's wing, 

OhI for ft mighty trumpet's voice to 
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The praises of the immortal Sire above, 

IVbo mov'd your hearts to sympathy and love; 

From heaven's high arch he saw and smii'd to see. 

Your finer feelings exercis'd towards me. 

lie saw the tender tears unbidden flow^ 

He saw and lov'd, and angels lov'd you too. 

This \8 religion, this indeed- is love. 

Pleasing to God and all the powers above: 

To bless the orphan and the w\dow bless. 

And for the stranger spread the couch of rest. 

l)y Heaven the orphan and the poor are sent 

To try your hearts^ and cause them to relent. 

Then know what you now give, to Heaven is lent 

God will repay a hundred fold and more 

On earth, and on the bless'd celestial shore; 

While those who view the orphan's dire distress^ 

Without kind pity nor their woes redress. 

Shall from their Judge, on the eternal shore 

Heceive such pity as they gave before; 

Professors who pretend to love the Lord, 

Yet to his poor no succor will afford; 

Their base pretensions are impertinence. 

Hostile to reason and to common sense. 

In future years when reigning with the just. 

And all your frames lie mould'ring in the dust; 

Then may your offspring Heaven's true cause defend. 

And future ages bless the orphan's friend; 

With me may thousands say with joy within, 

I was an orphan and ye took me in; 

And may each good which can from heaven descendj 

Crown with eternal joy the orphan's friend. 



But it is not only in such works of benevo- 
lence, that many females excel: but also in the 
departments of literature, the republic of letters^ 
many females have acted conspicuous parts; havo 
gained the laurel crown: have acquired celebrity, 
and maintained their popularity unadulterated. 



VINDICATED. 

- thmigh candor* ubligos me tj oliscrve, tliatfiiw, 
c»iii|iHi'aUvc)y speaking, tui\c maintained tlieii- 
popularity untHi-nislml, but tlione wim wei-c not 
itnly ingnninaa, but ulsa ivu\y raligiiiuH, kijcIi ui* 
Lady liuiun. Mrs. Rtisvu, and a niunber of oth- 
ers, TliPi-e ia a cci-tiiin degree of vanity iwciiliar 
to siicli chara<'ters. wlio exult in t.lie miijcHlir 
walks of sriencB. Tbis. though an unacconiita- 
Ble parntloY, is a stultlinrii fact. Tliat tlie grov- 
elliTigminiled) thesordid, tbeilliteritti; inultitodo 
sbould be ronccitoil. prnudf and vain, scemi no 
matter oi' astonitbinodf tn uje, as tlicy know no 
better, tliey never recolloct wbnt diniinutivu at- 
oms of creation tbcy are: baiigbty worm;*, dying 
mortals, pi-<)tiHtionary intelligrncefi. But. tliat 
the literary, the plitlosiipbiral. the scientific 8on3 
and dauglitprs of men. ahould'be proud of their 
acjuiiTnietilH. seems inatter of amazemiMit, For 
my own jiarl, the mtiro I inveatisate tliu hook of 
creation, tlie moi-o dimiimtjve I appear. I fee] 
atmoHt loss tbaniiotliiiig. when I nompare mysoll' 
with the extensive, the wonderful works of C.rtd: 
wlion I view, with my mind's eye, the niultijdi- 
city of worlda. in magnitude inronreivable, and 
radianre inexpressible: that seem, to the naiieri 
eye, to spangUi the elhoreal iields, aiiiftnbo scat- 
tered tbmiigli the milUy way; or. when I. in ar- 
dent llioitgbt. Moar from tiiis. com para lively in- 
itignifieanr. ten-a()iieouH halt, and tiTad the star- 
ry skies; when I take my stand on the star that 
seems farthest from us at present, and view still 
t'ai*tlicr, through tho iromeaaurahleflildaofcthe 
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Qaer 'sUrs twinUing, otiior ruhs litaziiigr 
other moons {m: as fliey m-c pliilusupliicatlj' tfinn- 
cj. satellites) reflecting ifieir borrowed raj's; 
wlien I, with that iiKiuisitivenciiH peculiar (o niof- 
taln, proceed in my aci'ial Journey, from star tu 
star, fmm sun to sun, IVoin syijtein to sj'stont, witii 
thf velocity of liglit (and light flics at tiie j-atc of 
1 n.ooo.OOO of miles in 41 aiitiute, ) for oiietlioufiaiul 
jcare, antl still sec more magiiirie.ent syBtems 
arranged, more brillUiit skies cxjiaiideil, anil 
more enormous Cornells tlyhig in tlieir eccentric 
ecliptics; when, after all this aiitonislritig intel- 
lectual flight, I find by cxperienrc, at the end of 
my .journey, that I am only just Iteginning to en- 
ter the suburbs of creation, and now only recog- 
nize a specimen of the works ol tlip great Archi- 
tect of Nature. Coultl I, after this sentiuicfital 
investigation, this intellectual tour, be haughty, 
imperious sind proud? Surely not. But 1 should 
rather consider niysolf merely as a diminutive 

S article of creation, and, in the language of true 
umilit.y, self-deba.seinent, graceful sensations, 
and reverential awe, I should cry out with the 
Psalmist, "Ifhat is man that thou art viindftil of 
/dm, and the so}t of mail that thtmvisitest vie.'' 

The femalB cliiini to mental ecptality iatjues- 
tiuned, and tlieir reasoning faculties depreciated, 
not only by Indians and infidels, hut e\cn by 
christian philosophers; and many aut'iors of th« 
most respectabli^ talents. The celebrated Lava- 
ter, the great physiognomist, has unequivocally 
asserted, "that women know not how to think; 
they perceive, and can asisociate ideas, but can 
go no further." Hi>w astontsliing it is. that a 
man of Lavater's ingenuity and celebrity could 
r assort such a spurious and fallariu 
Had he listened to the captivaU 
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bi-illtancy of tlic plocutiuu ol' Aspasia, and anced 
taiuultliG depth uf lier iitiilosiijiby; tlit powei-a 
wl)QJ4oiniDtl etnick witli iiinazium'iit aitJ admir 
tion wen tlic eloquent Periclc^i liad liu rccognizdl 
tlie sublime Curuina, coutcndiiig wUh, and win- 
ning tiie pme from the faniuux Pindar. «f Tlieltcs, 
by her verae; had lie investigated with ramtorthe 
iiigcaiuuH. thougli abstruai: Miitinga oi' Wol^-toii- 
ci-i)ft; hall lie Itcen iirca^nt in tbo cnuiiciU in 
wliitb 4|iieen Elizabctli* jii-csidcd; and in which 
alie itisplaypd |i<jlitical ingo;inilj* mtpfrior to ^ 
iBm'uritj' of her jn-edeccsssrtrs. and all licr sum 
cesatjrs, be would undoubtedly have been uf | 
diflferent opinion. j_ 

Indeed 1 cannot help lji>)i«v!ng, that thr con- 
tempt for ttie niC'Utal ca]ia(ity of Ihnsex, express- 
ed b> many learned autliury, pnireeilR more Ti'nin 
■want of candid constdei-atiuti, tbaa IVom want (" 
literary penetratinn. 

I must allow that a village clown, arriving I 
om- city frnra the <;oitntr3', ^"'' 'purveying tlie en 
ployoiont.'j, th(« customs, and f'asbnms of tliP scr~ 
inu.tt be constrained to believe, that tliey wei-c 
aloKHt irrational beings; but were be candidly 
tQexamino the biography of a Mnglu femalet <" 
tinguisliod f«r hei- literary aciijircmcnl-s.t 
be would be- inclined to allow, tbat the ignorant^ 
vanity. alltH^tatiun, and petulanco of a lai'ge iii 
jority of the sex, are the reault of neglect, r 
incapacity: the fata! inflnence of the tyranny] 
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custom, not mentfil ioibecilitjr* Tliey ar«, iik^ 
deed^ possessed with great jiowers -and great 
pjSLrts; fidt^ ai^ ! they are n^lected and despised, 
while fashlimSsaad fotoeries Breeijicourf^^ and 
countenanced. And why?. -liecaiisey forsooth, it 
is customary. M^y fair onen tremble to launch 
into the ocean 'of fashion at first; hut seeing so 
many thousands venturing theu* delicate barks in- 
to thiS' tbnipestuous sea, they think the crime 
cannot he great, and as for the danger thoy ner" 
or fear, it till too late* 

' tibpnuicllicfe at a distance seems not sucfa, 
'They view the sea, yet dread. to launch^ or touckt 
' Tet sttll their heani beat hirgh fbr the deligfht, 
They wish, but dread to plunge ^here joysinTite^ ' 
' 1^0 taste they venture first, and then rctirei 
The. taste inflame&,and not allays desire; 
Another taste, and then a drink. succeeds^ 
From bftd to worse, thus modern^fashion leads. 

While so many improvements are taking place 
in the world, it is distressing to seethe most ami* 
able part of the creation taking a retrograde 
march, not to improvement, but to greater degra- 
dation. Is it impossible to break asunder the 
adamantine fetters, with which custom has shack- 
led their energetic minds? Why is not their 
natural equality established? Why is it that in 
the multiplirity of revolutions and counter-revo* 
lutipns that have latterly taken place in the world, 
the scientific improvement of females, favorable 
to their intellectual emancipation, has. not been 
effected. Even the few who have magnanimous- 
ly passed the boundaries of male usurpation, 
/ have too often wast**d their illustrious talents in 
chimerical and romantic^ instead of beneficial 
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atid scientific composiliotis. Wo have socn 
wni-ks of women ulio were lilest witli super 
iicnt qiialificati'inn ami Huperlativc talents, 
t*>«j nften on siihjects of little use) clollieil iti tUe 
most Hiililinic Ungnagp. 

A )iiinilrt-il instances mtglit be aildiirei], to 
show, how gt'ic-voiisly the rights of women 
ini'ringpd: though they the.msplves are itatiii 
hip of It; even in a religions point of vlo*, 
unjustly is the, IVinale mimlsharUled? 

In ancient tinips. prophetes^s as well as 
phcts wpi-o allowed and pncoiiraged to proarli 
as it was then callctl prophecy; hnt in modern 
times, a holy ami alnio.^t seraphic rernalc, tlic fav- 
orite of hoaven, and rliild of God; if her heavenly 
Fiitlier shunid move her hy his spirit, to hear a 
testimony for him to hw guilty creatures, the cler- 
gy are iiji in amis ami unaniniouMy say it sIikU 
not be so. Thus wc see. eveo Uic will of ileav^ n 
ia ctmiiteracteil by the tyranny of custntn. But 
what makfis (his picture Icn-folrl more degrading 
tohnmaii nature aifd insulting to common sptise, 
is the peculiai" contrast hctwet-ii tlie chamcler suij 
conduct of some ministers and Home, of thp con* 
gregatioiiH. Here we sec a youth sent to cnllpgc 
with his two brathcr'?. one to be instructed for an 
attoi'iiey at law, one lor an olficer i« llir army, 
and the otlier for a miuislcr of religion: the juv- 
enile prcacVier learns a smattering of Latin, how 
to write a sermon: ant], forsooth, skips from the 
college to the pulpit, with his head full of 
tion: hut. alas! Itix heart is full ufcorniptio 
this ynnngwanv/actureil parson Mnumpti Ihegi 
and hand for lihrral wages: and wUUf the h 
awl. perhaps, elotjuent female wc have Just 
ptrtKd is compeHed tostilrnce: flh^ Is iicci-sriitnTrl 
to ecethismctamorphosiMl clergypiau mount th 
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rostrum with a 9Xipj| /adjust bis miiiisterial ftp- 
peindages, .crjiiein! and aHi^r leading a sermon; 
perhaps be toot out of an old b66k» he skipis out 
of the piripiit again^-and ^with 'Whowy a* polite 
whisper, or a fasifaiotiable hod to a fivored miss, 
the ludicrous, or I should rather have s^ the 
melancholy scene is closed. The liWf^Iity of 
^sentiment manifested by the Society of Friemls,^ 
inthisre^spect, is truly admirable and \yortViy 6t 
imitation; and, also, the appearance aiid appar-' 
e] o£ their young women. How amii^le, how 
modest, and how beautiful f 

.When it is remembered, tbai^ modesty was itiade 
for woman^ and woman . was 'inade for modesty, 
we mustfay, nothiig brhaments and embellishes 
a female niixre than modest apparel i(nd a prudent 
^demeanor, and i^'ce versoj with immoHesty and 
imprudence* Amongst these discreet females, 
who ennoble human nature, we not only recog- 
nize the fair sex, but also the clierishing sex, who 
cherish the widow and orphan, clothe the naked, 
and feed the poor; the pious sex, wlio nurture 
their offspring as the candidates of Heaven, and 
as sojourners on earth; they teach them to draw 
the sincere milk of the word with that of the breast* 
The pacific sex, who delight not in war nor the 
discord of nations or societies; the sympathetic 
sex, whose hearts melt at human woe, and who 



*Vide — Barclay's "Apology" — written in Latin, de- 
dicated to King Charles II. page 328. 

Seeing male and female are "one in Christ Jesus, and 
tha^he hath given his spirit no less to ene than to an^oik* 
er,- when God moveth by his spirit in a tuotnan, we 
judge it no ways unlawful for her to preaeb in the as- 
sembUes of GQd's people^ &c. 
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arc prPcipitHte to ulleviato tiie sorrows of the cliil- 
tlretiofaftlii'liiirt: tlterrvprentlalspx, who appenr 
iH social worship, with reverence ami godly (Var, 
with biTomitig nioik-sLjv iirid Roli'iiin Heriuiiaii<>Ha: 
but. alas I whal a contrast brtwrcii thf III and the 
votaries of fasliiou in tiit^ house of God. 

When Uiey in apUndid rtjbea to cliurcti rcpiilr, ^^H 
To aee, be savn, «nds»j' arurmiil prayer; ^TB 

They view the iinug'eB and pewB uround, i^ 

Peep (lirou^b their fans, and eje the htani »roand, t 
Then lUlen to the anUiem's aolcmn sound. J 

TbcirbrCKitsaweD'dout, their necke anJ elbow; bBrB) 
Their eyes half icreen'd witfi curia oVgnMtl liain 
Benec, while the pnrjomitlers hymni ofpra'sc,') 
Tbe impioMf Alp, with lustful cjes surveys t 

Tbetrehunni expos'd, and covets itill tu gaze. 3 
While Ihej'unchnm'd, against all »Bcreil ruloi, 
D»rt amoTOua gUneei ftttheimopous foola. - 

I would to Heaven Ihis was only a poctifal Gc- 
tion: alas' alas! it is too true; nay, only the 
thousaniltli part of ttie degrading tale is told. 
This degeneracy is owing to corrupt fdticatifins, 
and the wrong assnciation of ideas. For instance, 
when the young t'emttle is taught to-adom and 
beautify her person and pliyHingnomy. in order 
to gain arlmlri;rs, and to fielcct a husband from 
the numbei'; nho is of cournc merhanically led to 
pollute the house of God as well as the play hon^e, 
(pollution it undoubtedly is.) and it Is nn 
fault of parents and tearliei-s than of the delinqui 
"herself: forsho, nodoubt. thinks it is hcrpi 
gative to exhibit her charms at tivfry place 
opportunity to advantage, arcoiMling to Uih fath" 
iuu. Dcnre, slic is tlie virtual cause of virtual 
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Ibnticatioiiy'li^ being commitfed ih the chtir^h at 
. ^viii^ 9<9r ¥J^ uid— rbat I must qease the deline- 
ation: i^ OTucomitaiit.evils i^^ top riliidelicate to 
b9iuaii^« •- ■-■'■■'' 

Would it not be an excelleiil; plan for some la:- 
dies of disUnctton, to organise an imiyerfidtj, 
similkr to those established by. our sex? A su-> 
perb edifice to he ei-f^ctetd.for the purpjisse l>y sub- 
acription^ which woqid testify to posterity the 
j^ilanthropy and intrepidity of its fo>iinders ahd 
patron^ .the .institution tp be trusted to fediafe 

SMloso^ier^y to the csdusipn of oiir sex. By 
Ifr^ineMm llie takilts of females would be brought 
into a right chantS^ works of uttiity and science 
would be produced to their own honor, interest, 
arid the benefit of society, -/■ ' 

♦Whem we tmneiiiber the words of Christ, that he 
who looks ^pon a woman to lust after her, it ^iUy of d- 
dultery in his heart,- and the appearances of the votaries 
of fashion, calculated not only to compel the bad man 
to sin in this manner; hut are formidable and fiery d&rtt 
in the hands Of Satan, to pierce with anguish, to entice, 
if not pollute even the good man, who is, by nature, 
prx>ne to such evils. I say, considering these circum- 
stances, I am led to fear, that sometimes there is more 
sin committed than good effected in the house of God. 
If parents who habitually dress their daughters in such 
apparel, as to be the instruments of Satan, to lead oth- 
ers into sin, would recollect, that they are the auxil- 
iaries, and emissaries of hell; and the greatest culprits 
in the sight of Heaven, when such sins are committed, 
I am persuaded they would detest the fashions and their 
concomitant evils; and they are not only guilty Jn this 
respect, but also the murderers of their children, when 
they permit them unreproved to go into the ways of 
folly in their youth, for evil habits grow with their 
growth, and strengthen with their strength. 
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CONTEMPORjlRY FEMALE GENIUS. 

At no period of our history has female genius' i 
triiimplied inoiw than in our dayi. At tlio pi'cs- 
ent tinip tliere are living no leas than twentj -lour 
ladies of pre-eminent talents, as writers in vari- 
ous dfpartmeritfi of literature and |ihilo»iopliy. 

Mra. Barbauid, (1i»tinguislic(l during fifty 
years, by lier elegant productions in verse and 
prose. 

Miss Hannah Monre, for nearly an equal peri- 
od, liir various moral and contrnversial writings; 
not inferior, for style ainl energy of mint), to any 
thing produced hy tlie other sex- 
Mrs. RadcUfff, who as a novelist., may^ be 
i-ankeil amotig the first geniuses of the age and 
country. 

Mist* Edgctpnrlh. a distlnguisUed writer of 
novelit, moral composition, and works on ediiCH- 
tion. 

Misa CulUn, the amtable and ingenious auth- 
oress of Morton and Home, novels distinguished 
fur their benevolent sentiments, and spirited cim- 
positions, honorable alike to her heart and head. 

Mrs. Opie, whoMe various works in verse and 
prose, are distinguished for their originality, 
good taste, ingenuity, «nd elegant com|iORitian- 

Mrs. Inckbald. who a» a dramatist and novel- 
ist, lias produced various works, which will ev- 
er rank high among the classics nf our language. 

MisH Hulton, respertitbic as a novelist, pitwer- 
ful as a general writer, and ahic a^i a phihiso- 
pliical geographer, as proved by her recent works 
on Al'rira. 

Miss H. M. friUiama, who. though long r, 
d<?nt in Paris, may ho claimed as an Etjglish \ 
man, anil is an honor to the genius of her <■ 
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try women, in liistopj-, politics, eloquence and 
poetry. 

Mrs, Cappe, a lady uliose strength of iinder- 
stnnding, and jiowei- (if diction, liave led her to 
grapiilu vith subjects of the highest order. »h hIic 
has |iiibli-4h<-il several works on theology, educa- 
tiai> and biography. 

Miss FarttT. a novelist of the first rank, iii 
the powers of eluquent composition; wliose Thad- 
(leuK of Warsaw, and other worlia, will long be 
standards of the language. _^H 

Miss Iteuger, who figures with equal distiii^| 
tion as a novelist, historian and poet. .^H 

Miss Grant, whp has distinguished herself ifl™ 
moral!!, philosophy, and the belles lettres- 

Mrs. Jllarcet, who has proved her powers of 
mind in her Convertiationu on Natural Philoso- 
phy, &c. &l'. 

Mrs. LoTi:ry, wli« writes and lectures with 
great ability on mineralogy and geology. 

Mi*s Owenaoii,(Lady Morgan) wliose eloquent 
writings, moral and political reasonings, are not 
surpassed by any author of her time. 

Mrs. IFakefidii, compiler of many useful and 
ingenious! works for the use of children and 
schools. 

Mrs. Jbbelson, whose discoveries with the mi- 
croscope ill the physiology of plants, rank her 
high among experienced philosophers. 

Miss HerscheU, whose ingenuity and Industry 
in astronomical observations, have obtained her 
a splendid reputation tliroughout tlio civilized 
world. 

Miss JyAin, ntcceof Mrs. Barhauld, who, soar- 
ing above productions of more taste and fancy, 
has in her mi^moirs of EUzabelli, pi-oved her pow^ 
rrs in history and piiilosophy. 
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Miss Graham, the able writei" tit several vol- 
umes of travels, whicli are distinguit^lieil for thcii- 
sound philosophy' and enlightened views of socie- 
ty. 

JH. D'Arhbj, (Miss Burncy) wliosc Evelina. 
Cecilia, Camilla, ami otiicr novels, place hci' 
among the first and most original writers oC any 
age. 

ViHsBaillic, whose plays on the passions, ami 
other productions, are liiglily esteemed by evcq 
person of taste. 

Besides others of less celebrity, but perhapti 
qual merit, whose names are not present to 
recollection of the writer. 

Few persons till they behold this enumeration., 
will have sunpectetl that our days could boast such 
a galaxy of genius in the fair sex; and it may al- 
so be questioned whether the utlier sex can pn 
^uce a list, in many respects oC superior pretei 
sion.1 
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The C»us* aad Conaequcnces refullin^ 1_ . , 

FcmitU Degradation and incootinence investig»»ed. 



1 UA^TE in the preceding pages, suggested some 
truly momentous, tlioiigli ilwsultory reflections: 
InipHrtiint, though unmethodical flentiments: in- 
tereating, though Hpontaneous Hui mad versions, 
connected with the subject of our investigation. 
I come now to discusH the most interesting part 
of my subject, and wbicb the beads of every fam- 
ily will Rnd essentlaily cannected with their in- 
terest, honor and progperity. I would liere ob- 
serve, tliPt tlic antecedent and sub^ijuetit ani- 
mal) voraiona are by ho means intended to apply 
to the sex in general. The prudent and mouc»t 
arc by no means implicated, none but. those ob- 
scene votarie.^ of fashion, who are too often car- 
ried beyond the bounds of common decency. 
Heaven forbid that I should speak disrespectful- 
ly of tho.se individuals of Adam's famllv, who are 
the ornaments of human nature and the glory of 
man, especially wben I remember that tny moth- 
er, sisters, and my wife, are women, and that 
the Gild of Natiii-e intended man to he their pro- 
tector and defender. No person can be a more 
ardent and indefatigable defender of the sex than 
I am. when 1 And tliem the votaries of virtue, 
mudei^ty, and delicate sennibiUly. And no mant 
{lerbaps. beholds, with initro painful sensations 
tlum mysell', those persona wlio arc th e ojijectg at 
10* 
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my bigiicftf atlmirHtioD, sacriflcing at the altaif' 
■>r fiUJiinii tbeirvii'tuouH jicci)in]iliblimctiU, men- 
tal <|ua1il)catioiis, nnd native iimocfiice, wliirli 
nloM; run render fJiem uni'thy of tmr ardent rc- 
gai-i! and rcicrcntiitl psttpm. 

'I'lu're arc many of the tjcintimeiilal votnries of 
•iciluctiun, and even itinerant iibertincB, vvlio will, 
with llif I'ft'rontiM'y of a tlomun. attempt to ap- 
pliiuil and vindicate tlio CAuac nf fomalf^, who ri- 
ot in tlic unreslraitipd Iiceutii>usne«sul'tlicli'\van- 
toii ileeircs, at llie exiH-nsc of madeaty and virtue; 
who have Hat-i-ifired their lionor lu the gross pleas. 
uiTS of sense, and thfso libeiliues will make no 
iJis.tinrtion between the lirtnou^ atid the vile, the 
innocent and the lewd; tlioy cannot, or ralher 
wilt not, uncertain the inliuite superiority and in- 
trinsic excellenry of a virtuous womnn, that a 
mnn of sense and honor, would delight to take as 
the pcotcctovof his intiTOit, the i-epositoi-y of his 
sccpetB, tin; cabinet of his earthly riches, the sol- 
ace of bis sorrows. tJic darling of bis 1)o>4om. the 
admii-cd rumpanir.n of hifs whole _'ife, and tlic 
motherof his sweet haltca; Hir littlccfierubs whose 
infantile smiles and aitk-ss prattle, i-endci', in 
one moment, mtire real and rdllnud delight, than 
ycftra sacrifioed in the poi-suit of wirdid pleasuraa 
and roltiptaoua gratifications. However, with 
inrn of sensn and discernnteat. the adulation of 
these hypocritical caluQii)lator9(who would, (H?r- 
hapa, be inclined to censure me for my candid 
iioldiu's*. in thus admonishing the votaries of 
sensuality,) "ill he treated with contemptuous 
disgust, and well deserved oxccratlun- 

In attempting In investigate the cause nf ftMiial 
degradation, my mind is led imijejreptiWy to r" 
temidate the raiseraWe state of millions of " 
imhappy females, who, at this very mommt, 
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Ihevtctinis of tbc avarice, ami conseqiientl; ( 
in'omi sen Otis lust of tlic triiitoi-a utid tyruuta j 
niaokind; I moan the rxilcil ilaugiitei'H »!' tlic / 
irirun race, fi-oin wliose oliains d«fttli almic it ti 
pected to relieve tlieju. 

O, ilaallil the negro's welcome friend, 

"Tlip deiirest and the l*est," 
How joyfiil is Oil hour yim bring 

TU« wear; tl&ve lorctt. 

When (ram the cruel tyraiii's grrnp, 

By fiivnrUy deilh iit's tunii 
To tasle the bleit rflief of ihose, 

Wiia cense till curth Ln inanru. 

Histyriitit, though lie seeici Ihut vuin. 

In f□^t^n(^'B lap oarcsti 
Yet (hint not whiU he neemo tlmtgrcfit. 

That heia trulj- hlest. 

The thought, HeII wK>n he fooJ for won 
From all his pleiiures luriii 

Blasts ev'ry opening batl vVjoy, 
And makes the t/rant niourn- 

To persons whg have perused my a 
liublicatinii.% it will not. jici-li&ps, He t 
to say, tltut liie caiiao of those abject v 
legal barbarity, in, aitd evei- will be iippi-'rnt( ^ 
in my minil: tlie rircuRiiitanc<> ufmy witnessing 
so much cruelty exercise*! towards them during 
my vojagtts to Africa, and ■ffvccai of fbo \\fat 
In'li'i Islandtt. has made siicb an impi-i 
my inind. as lime can never erafc. no; 
utnqiicnce depict. 1 nm^l ntiti in tliis place : 
capitulate tlie nnparallrlk-d sufleriiigi* of tlie^ 
wretchod victims* of our aviuice; t))i» 1 ti " 
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Really done in my other performances, to the bl^ 
of my pour abilitiea. Siiifice it to sa.y: The son 
anil y'lrc hvc daily and hourly tnrmenteil by tlieir 
cruel tusk mastei-St who force tliem to undergo 
extremity of toil and hardship: to forego not only 
the tamforts, hut even tlie necessarteii of life. 
While they endure severity of toil, they rticeirt 
only penury of food; and, to aggi-uvate their 
miKerabli;. doom, they are forced, with weeping 
eycK aiiti agonizing hearts, to 8e« their wives and 
daugliter.'i, not only the victims of the avarice 
but subjected to the pi'oniiscuous lust of their "S" 
pressors. 

'<Ah! liaw can he whose daily lot Ie gric^ 
Wlinac mind is vilified btneatti tlie rod; 
Suppose his Maker has furtum rciici' 
Car. he believe the tongues Ihal speak of Go4J 

For when ho scea llie female of his heart. 
And his tov'd duugfhtcrs torn by lusl away^ 
His sons the poor inheritors of bid art. 
Had he religion, [liink ye he could pray. 
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•As >n apology for introducing this matter, wbicb 
some will consider as not strictly connected with mf 
subject, I would affirm it ai my solemi) belief, (Itktil 
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An iiiilividual niBlian, tliat in tho ovniM- of an 
eatate of 301) slaves, appropriates all tbo young 
females for liia Hfraglio; there ih, ofcuurso. a 
niotly rftL'e of half white and half black children, 
produced by tlie owner, yet not considered as le- 
gitimate: they are, ofcourse, continued as slaves; 
hence these promiBCUously begatten chililren, 
when arrived at the years nf maturity, being ig- 
nonint of their progenitors, promiacuonaly and 
unwittingly commit incest, with all its beastly 
concuniitants; but I muni cease ili-Iineating this 
truly degrading Jiictupe of human depravity, as 
being too shocking for the car of delicacy to hear, 
the eye of philantbrupy to view, or the heart of 
humanity to recognizu. But I would beg leave 
to make a short digresHion, in »i-der to suggest 
a few ofthe efforts produced by this deleterious 
cause: and, iir<'t, tlu? Iiuniaii nature, is degraded 
to the brutal for the pleasure ot Ui« voluptuous 
epicHi-e: the laws of nature are inverted. thoiig;U 
not the laws of grace: fur while the tyrant is 
chaining the mangled limbs and lacerated bodies 
of his^ slaves, their souls. peHia{>s, ai-e, at the 
self-same moment, holding sweet converse with 
God. 

The foundation of civil liberty and social vir- 
tue is shaken to maintain the superinrity of dem- 
ons in human form. 1 will prove the validity of 
this assertion, by exhibiting tho jtremature " '^ 



1 



f nielly of Americin* lo the Arricin riicc, will tooner 
or liter bring the vengeince o( Ifeuven upon our coun- 
Iry. Hciieti I feci H my indiipen»ilile duly, to WKrn, 
faithfully nnd (fiectionitely, my unthinking fellow ci. 
tiien*, on e«cry opportunity, without regarding form«li- 
•y, "Ti» conjcience calls, and oonioenoe 1 obey." 
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of Uafti.* whici) presents itself at once to prtnrc 
to a .tli^munttratinn the furcc of my liypotficHis. 
Tlie Uieusands of white planters, who, some few 
^earsago. wcresrourging. with unrelenting cru- 
clt^f Uic exiled sons of Africa, in that unliappy 
country, have been rruclly massacred by the same 
exiled and cxiispcrated Africans. Only 700) out 



'"Qayll or St. Domingo, one of tbe lirg-est and motV 
rerUIe of the West India islands, extending in length 
from K. lo W, S90 miles, and in breadth frarn 60 to 1.^0; 
situated belveen Jamaica and Cuba on the n-ctt, and 
Porto Rico on the east. 

Tlie country iidiveraiRed with extensive plains and 
i^tevated tnountaina, and has a great variety ofeoil, but 
for the moat part very fertile, consisting of a rich clay, 
in some places miKed w>th light gravel Ivingon a sub- 
Btralunn of rock— it is well watciei— fall of woodj— . 

The famous decree of the French National Conven- 
tion, that, ••ail men are 6ern cjual and free,-' led to Xhe 
revolution in SI. Domingo. Contests arose between 
the white and free people of color, when Ihej 
overwhelmed by their common enemy, the slavei, 
in Atiguit 1791, rose again«t their maEters by coi 
oonsent, and rendered the whole French part ofthl 
island a scene of massacre and devastation. 

Tha island was taken possession of by a British fori 
in 1793, but they were compelled to evacuate it in 1798, 
and the independence of St. Domingo was declared on 
the lit of July. laoi. H wag afterwards divided be- 
tween two chiefs, Christopbe ruling over the northern 
part, his capital being Cape Francois; and Petion rul- 
ing tbe southern districts. These chiefs are both dead, 
and the parts of the Island arc now united under Prea. 
ident Boyer — Port-au-Frince is the present leat of gOT* 
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of several tliousatid, wei-e spared for a time, and 
afterwai-da were butchered by order of Dessa- 
lines, except a few artificers retained for lucal 
purjtn.'^es. 

Can any impartial man take the moat superfi- 
cial view ol' tliat devoted country, anil not ac- 
knowledge that it in intended hy the Almiglity as 
an example and warning to the other tyrannical 
nations of Cliristcmlom ^ But, I would ask, wh« 
takes the tragical warning? Is it the republi- 
cans of America? No: they rivet, instead of 
breaking asunder the manacles of slavery.* In- 
stead of obviating they consolidate its influence — 
Witneaa tlie thuusanils of slaves imported int* 
and from thence scattered through the ilill'erent 
states. Vet tlie fate of Hayti proves, tliat these 
are mortal enemies to the public weal, and are 
continually gnawing the vitals of the body politic 
But I anticipate the answer which the citizens of 
tlie nortliern states will make to the above asser- 
tion; namely, that the Africans in our states arc 
treated with such mildness and generosity, tliat 
they would, in case of intestine commotion or 
foreign invasion, be the defenders and not the 
destroyers of their benefactors. Such a supposi- 



•Blivery waaa part of tbe civil constitution of most 
countries when Christianil)' appetredi yet no paasage 
la to be round in [he Christian scriptutcs by whicli it is 
comdemned or prohibited. This is true: for Christian- 
ity, (olicitin^ t4misiion into ill nations of the world, 
abstained, as behoved it. From intermeddling with civ- 
il institutioiiB of any kind. But does it follow, from 
the silence of scripture concerning them, that all ihc 
oivit institutions wliich then prevailed wcrcriglii* ai- 
that the bud should not. be exchanged for belter? — y^ 
4e Psley's Mor. Phil, on ghveiy. Book ill, Chip, i 
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tJon is thp tirst-tinrn of absurdities- Can the mo- 
tlicr IWgct her suckling chilli ? No tuuie can tlie 
80IIM of AfVica, in what part of the world, or itt 
whatever situation they maybe, forget the suffer- 
ings tlii-y have, in conjunction with tlicir ances- 
(ofS) endure-^ from the liands of tlie cruel and »• 
vau'icioiia whites. The fact is, they would be 
■woi-HC thaii tho worst of traitiirs, if tbey iliil not 
etipnuHti the cause of their degraded countrymtn. 
But factH stej) forward to pruie the aolttlity of 
my argumciita: ami. of course, render c(p«>i'idR- 
tiv« reasoning unnecessary. Great numbers of 
hlack» and niulaltut-s, iin the runimenctinient of 
ini:t>stine commotion in Cape Francois, when the 
Barnes of rebellion ^^ ere kindling, who were both 
comfortably and regpertably situated among the 
whites; who. notwithHtanding. on the commence- 
ment of hostilities, w^re the greatest enemies 
they had to encounter. And this must be the fate 
of America at a fiiturr period. Unless we forego 
the. cause, the ctfectn will uudoubtedly be tho 
Hamc. 

At a former period, tho citizens of America 
were enabled, by UivinEi asKistance, to conquer 
their enemies anil consolidate their liberties. But 
can we have the assurance tj> aiik, or the impu- 
dence to expect, Divine assistance, in nttcnipLing 
to vindicate our national honor, by endeaviiring 
to I'eorganize our federnl goveruinenti on (he c- 
ventof inteHtine commotion and foreign invasion, 
a million of infuriated Africans in the bowels of 
OHP country, and an army of veterans on our fron- 
tiers' Suwly not. The moment we are rubbing 
«the^aof their liberty, canweask orexpc^tGod 
to secure our own? It 1% imposiiible. It would bo 
b)aR)ihemy against the rectitude nflteaven to ask, 
i\nd an insult to its bovcreign, to expect such a 
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Umig. CiHiversiag with my next door neighbor, 
i-o.'^)iec.tiQg tiie cnuse why so many ciiililfen were 
iwt only UiPO-)eilient anil refractory, in tlieir nii- 
norily. but even a curse to tlieir parents when 
arrived at tlie years of maturity, she veiy judi- 
ciously asserted, that the radical cause was their 
giving tlicir children their own way, and letting 
tlieir ^eir-will be uni-e strained, while y«ung. 
When they gi-*»w older, then- wills become so in- 
vincibly atiibborn. tliat they are unconquerable; 
and that those parents whu were thus neglectfu), 
generally felt the- consequences of their credulity 
aad im[iolicy. ^ In proof of which, slie adverted 
ta another neighbor, who was more than once 
uruelly beaten by her sou, till she was black and 
blue: and. at the same time, cnntrasted the case 
of this undutiful son with her own children, six 
of whom were married, and most of them had 
children. Vet they were as submissive, dutiful, 
and affectionate as when they were in a state of 
minority; and that they had always continued fn 
the same state- Indeedi 1 took notice several 
times myself of the social Intercourse and affec- 
tionate regard existing between her and her cltil* 
dren. the youngest of whom is now nineteen yeai's 
of age, and none of them, though persons of I'ea- 
pectability. will undertake, even now, any bus- 
iness, or outer upon any important pui-suit, with- 
out first asking her advice, and gaining lier cou' 
sent. 1 asked her how she attained the happy, 
the heavenly art, of thus bringing up. and not 
only gaining, but keeping the affections uf her 
children;' She said, her primary object, with 
respect to her children, was, from their infancy, 
to break their wills. To begin at one year old, 
and let them know that her word was a law. and 
tltat her will should not be disputed with impuoi- 
11 
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if. Tiic infanU, Imviiig tlicsc eicmciilnry pi^ 
'c'iiilcs or siibiiiissioti instjlleil into tlirii- mJu<I».'^' 
Iiedirnco Ittcamt natui'iil to titem. '• hey scai 
}y ever deserved or received a vliippitig. Tins 
cati>)C Ijpiiig taken axiayat fli'st, tlic effect ceased. 
Hence lier children liavu been, and, to my cer- 
tain knowledge, are a blessing to bcr; nnd she 
has nurtured ten, and raised seven^ with mure 
facility, witli more case and pleasure, tlian oth- 
er parents have raided one; though a widow fur 
sixteen years. This is a lesson better Hian vol- 
umes of inotapbysieal fcasoning and philnsnjihiral 
disquisitions on cdiicatton. The sentiments are 
familiar tu the most illiterate, and which I have 
eudeavored to simplify. Ye injudicious piircntHi 
whose children are an intolerable burden, if you 
want to leain tlie saci-et! art of gaining hajipinesn 
for yourselves and for them, view this woinan as 
in a looking glass, and see the way to gain thin 
happy end. By indHlging your children, you 
make ynui-selves infinite ti'iinble, and give them 
Infinite pain, both here and hereafter; in thi^ 
world and that which is to come. You are in 
slioi-t, raising them up tii be your tonnentorH, 
their own murderers, and enemies of the state. 
] would illustrate tliis assertion by a cii-cnm stance 
that took place yesterday. Walliiiig past the 
court house, I slept in, for a few inixiicnts, to 
hear the trials then under discusition: and, to my 
no small Biii"i>rise, 1 saw and heard an old woui- 
maii, bending with age, give testimony iigaiust 
her nndutifnr son, wlm bad roblied her of her 
house and properly (by getting a false deed made 
in his own name) the only support of herald age, 
and afterwards turning her out of doors, to s 
i-efugc in the public bounty. 

It is now past tvtelVG o'clock at night: the J 
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Ii;«n(ly »rt1ic time, connected wtUi fhc singuS 
rity of' tfiK tiliove iirlventiiiv. raiises a trftin™ 
'ifxmtaiuujUK and momcntotis reflections to sti-tt^ 
mymiiul. How many jKirfnU. now wrapppi! iti 
tlie close emliracps of Rluinber, rirole in their 
avniFi tlie clitlitrcn wiio one day will bring tlicir 
Si'ey liairs witli floirow to tlie grave, and ytt. a- 
las! tlicsc same yiarciits pcrliaps will peruse and 
approve of thrso sentiments respecting tlieir- cliil- 
di-eii, but will not take one step in ifTurming the 
abuses tlieir neglect has, and perliaps will stilt 
produce. If sue)) persons snfTcr f'lr their credul- 
ity and iniberility, their sutTcrings are the Just 
fruit uf thcii- M)} and neglect, but. alas! their 
ruined, contain inati^d, unconscious oftspring, a!- 
Kb auBei- los?, the lluod9 of destruction are pour- 
ed Bpon them by the impetuosity, the invincibili- 
ty, and virulence of tlicii- unbrxlleil passions and 
unrcstraiiieil desires, whiili. like the river Nile, 
whose ftoniMTc is a small spring oi' rivulet, hut 
wliich ends in a mighty river tiiat is supplied by 
HUijeriiumcrary streams and winding lakes, which 
all unite to augment the magnitude, and stimu- 
late the impetuosity of thi^ amazing river, till it 
empties itself Into the lioundless ocean; thus the 
little unconscious prattling infant's desirea and 
uassions are HufTcred to rnu unrestrained, at first 
indeed diminutive, but accumulating by degrees 
from bad to worse, as from youth to ngc, aug- 
mented by itinerant vicissitudes, local circum- 
stances, and relative situations in life, till we 
sec the sullen infant tnetamorphosed to a potent 
demagogue, a vindictive despot, whose mandate 
makun legions, ai-med with power and pride, 
marrii majestically f«*iTP, at wliosc approach 
nations tremble, or, nod to their fall, anil to gra- 
tify whose will, thousands of human doings jngst 
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he Racrificert at tlic slirinc of imperial antliwity. 
1'liis is a ilcgrailing but h true picture of the pre- 
sent state of civilized as well as savnge nations^ 
for turn oiirryes wliicli ever way we will, we sec 
violence ami oppression prevail, produced l>j- ma- 
tprnal iiidiilgenre and palernal neglert. Tlionglt 
I am Hueqtiivorally prrjudiced agaluflt elabovatp 
and refined composjti^in ami literary cmhellish- 
ment in tlisrussing a subject of tbia nature, and 
therefore endeavor to avoid all unnecessary iini- 
plilication; yet, ai a reference to facts is tlic only 
way to n^ndcr argtnncnt by theory uitnctessary, 
the eluridatiun of the subject requires some de- 
gree of systematica! arrangement and connection; 
thougli a profusion of imagery is apt to distract 
the reader's attention, and bring it into a wrong 
channel, yet some portion is necsssary to main- 
tain a chain of reasoning, and make the mind re- 
cognize the connecting links in that chain. Alas! 
liow many truly valuable and intrinsically mo- 
inentutis as well as scientific performances on this 
userul subject, are perfectly u.seless to all but phi- 
losophical readers, on accountof extraneous mat- 
ter connected wilb the "rubbish of hypotbesls." 

I would ask from wlience do the savages of our 
fiwn continent receive that invincible composure, 
that unconquerable patience in the midst of the 
greatc<4t agonies and bodily tortures; wheji their 
enemies burn them by a slow fire, beginning at 
tbeir feet, and thus consume their whole bodies. 
While they uxiilt and triumph in the midst of their 
Vain, and deride and defy their foes, and evert so- 
licit them to augment their torments; and ilms 
expire without a single murmur or complaflit: it 
is tlie force of example connected with precc^ 
which endues them with such stubborn mag)'" 
"nimity. The young Indian is taiigbt by his I 




VINDICATED. 

«Dls to coiisiitcr fiiiirhing and betraying signs of 
lernir in tlio moments of tlangej- or ileatli, as tlie 
most iletcstablc cowardice, the most disgruccfiil, 
aiitl at the same time, the most huiniliatlris jdc- 
(iire of a wrftcli unfit to live ou cartli, and asso- 
ciate with mortals, or to bo received into tlie aai- 
broainl tiabitatioii of their patriotic ancestors af- 
ter death. The children even take a pleasure in 
putting lighted coals of fire on their bodies by 
-ray of experiment, to ascertain wfio lias the most 
courage: — in the same manner chiMrcn might, 
if begtin with in time, be taught to abhor vice 
and admire virtue. 

Education, if piMperly dii-ectcd, maynotonly 
Buhdue wayward appetite, contjucr tlic feelings 
of nature, subjugate hereditary depravity, hut 
even annihilate piiysical sensatiinis. In the same 
jnanuer might sentiments be imulcated, and 
pi-arti^ea cxhibitwi to the indiscnminatc inspec- 
tion of young feiuales, that might imptrss their 
minds with Hucb invincible disgust at the pros- 
pei'ts of certain fashionable crimes, that they 
would bold them in ttie greatest abbori-ence to 
the period of their dissolution: and the same might 
be said, with great propriety, of other vites. 

By pursuing the idea, wo may a>iccrtain the 
uii>9t eligible method to call the juvoutlu mind, 
not only til investigate and admire, but even 

firactlre and participate social vii'tue, particu- 
arly that of benevuleiire: for instance, vs hen the 
child is attempting to kill a fly, or any other in- 
sect, by appearing to pity and sympathize for 
the sufferings uf the fly, and, at the same time, 
showing tliat rruelty is wrong and displeasing tu 
G«d. By inculcating such sentiments, the child 
may be Icii to feel menj, and show clemency ia 
«U ibe animal croatiun. 1 can also assert trom 
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my own experience, that sentimental lovo to Gml 
may lie begotten, by representing tlie Almighty 
aa a gond and gracious being; as the father nf the 
liumanfamily: that wilLsthegotid of all, and the 
barm of none of hia children; and to reverse the 
idea, the malevolent passions may bo engender- 
ed by an opposite line of conduct in parciitB and 
teaclicrs, which unhappily in too often tlie case. 
But some persons will be ready to deny the above 
supposition, respecting children being early im- 
prossM with a sense of tlie love of God, and will 
bring forwaj-d the cases of many children, of ex- 
emplary pious parents, who are, notwitlistandtng, 
the most zealous votaries of infidelity, and cham- 
jiions of dissipation, though they received a truly 
religious education, and had the most uprigttt 
sentiments inculcated upon their minds, by pa- 
ternal solicitude and assiduity. All I can say in 
contradiction to thle sentiment.is, that too many 
good men use the most injudicious means to make 
their children such. First, the nurse begins with 
the infant almost as soon aa lie can lisp, to terri- 
fy him with the idea of ft superior being, that will 
punish with vindictivenesa. His heavenly par- 
ent, by sucli imprudent nurses, is metamorplioa~ 
edto a raw head and bloody bones, or to a hob- 
goblin, or some other phantom of the brain, to 
frighten the child to sleep: thus a foundation in 
laid at the most important period of life, for the 
most invincible prejudices, the most unconquera- 
ble superstitions to be built ujKin. Aversion and 
terror are engendered, while love and tenderness 
arc annihilated; that love whioh can be implant- 
ed, 1 had almost said sooner than any other pas- 
eion, for daily experience proves that it is gener- 
ally thi.- easiest tiling in life, to gain flic affection 
0^ ft child by acts of love and tenderness; white. 
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(in the other hand, by hardness and moi-osencss, 
wc a» oftsily imbibe in tbttin hatred and disgust; 
and perhaps, at the same time, a manner of fear 
anrf termi-. 

It tberefarc appears evident, that the only way 
to induce them to place their juvenile affection on 
the Deity, is by exhibiting liim as their friendt 
nut an Uieir enemy; as one that loves them mi- 
prenely, nnd not us one that will pimiiih tlieni iq< 
cxorabiy. But it is not only by nurses, but also 
by parents truly religiotts, and even ministers of 
religion, that sentiments hare been depictured in 
cbildren'9 mtnds, that have a direct tendency to 
connect gloam and boprop with religion, I'cstraint 
andinlelidty with godliness: hence these prema- 
ture insinuations beget a secret disgust and detes- 
tation, and when the reins of paternal restraint 
are loosened, the juvenile prisoner precipilates 
into the forbidden fields of pleasure and sensuali- 
ty. Like the young foal that rushes into the Gelda 
when the a^^Me door is opened, he skips Hbout 
every bush, be crups the verdant green, uncon- 
eciuus of (lis danger: whenlo! a lion precipitates 
across the lawn, and rendn the panting victim, 
while the atmosphere reverberates ivith his hollow 
groans. Thus they continue to gratify their un- 
hallowed passioni, till death, in conjunctiou with 
complicat«d ditteasei destroys the volatile wan* 
dci-ci- in the interdicted fields of pleasure. Were 
children impresiied with a sense of tlte native cte- 
meuey at God from their youth, with diligence 
and perseverance, and the idea of punishment and 
futui-e woes, ii»t to t*e connected with religion, 
at least, not till they could associate the ideas of 
God's justice and goodness together — the effects, 
I am morally ct-rtain, vfould be salutary: divine 
love ¥rould bo begotten iit iufancjTr i^nil would ac- 
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cuDiulate, frum ynulli to age, strcngtliand inSu- 
•ncc in the jtivciiile mintl, wbicU wiiuld be. iin 
doubt, tlie bestiircservativeagaiBst^iciQiis jirac- 
ttcRa. 

Muck miglil be said to sbow tite fatiUity and 
fkittlity of associating religion with niunabtlc 
£lni>m, and tlic infinite injury parents ilu xWir 
children by litis coniBion iii-actice. But. 1 must 
pass uii, to mention a Tasbiuu j.i%valcnt amongst 
the great, af. least, thuse ulio call tliem^dvra tlie 
great: a fashion that I will be bold to SAy, is in 
open hostility with all t^e inteifslN of Itenevolence 
and patri'nal iniiniriccnce: and tliat is the I'asiiiun- 
able inodp* of rich jH'Ople prematm'clv si>|jai'ating 
thvir rhildren suuti al'kr their birth, anil giving 
tiiett) ill cliai-ge to itinerant nui'»ps vltociinuot 
br- HUpjio.scd to leej tlie same (cniicr M>liciUtcle I'or 
llieir welfati' as tUeii- iiiu-nitti must uiii(ueHti(ina- 
bly feel; tliey arc, of niurHe, it'sigued to the ca- 
price of pers'irifi, who otten punish them in tlkfr 
m<Mt cruel Riannef, while Uie poor littlo 8iitf«rei:s 
cannot titll u ho injured and imposed ujKtti thrm; 
And female children oflen. very often, receivi' ilie 
seeds of iinchaotity from titeir nurses; which viill 
pntvG in folluwiiig yrarH. tike chukc of their tiea- 
truc^ion: for it is \«dl knnun. that many wet 
nurses are merely capacitated for their einplay- 
ment tJirough tlie medium of uncbaatitV' iar- 
onts taking such cliararlrrs into their tamilicii, 
and soflering them lu astiociate with Ihrir daugh- 
ters, ix one principal CAUse that so many comuuiii 
prostitutes crowd uur cities; thuuttands of iuiio- 
cunt gii-lH have been rained by tbiu means- And 
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with rcspct toparer.ts putting out thfir little in- 
fatitN from iincTcr tlicir paternal root"* to nurse, t 
consider the practice not only cruel but unnatural: 
it tends to annihilate the siicial alfectiuns. Fili- 
al and paternal tenderncNS. by tliia incan<) are al- 
most erased from both parents and rliildren. Thi^ 
assertion. I think, I can aiithcntieate. not only 
from hypothesis, and the nature of things, but 
also from experience; for my parents hail udojrt- 
cil. and uniformly praotiNed the iiiinatural custom, 
of sending tlictr cbrldroii at our biHh, from under 
their inspection, and giving us in charge to nui-s- 
o» in their own houses; and I recollect one of my 
sinters was almost litarved beihre it was round out 
br my father, who instantly had her taken home. 
>fre were generally taken from our nitrsCfl under 
Qur paternal roof again, when about thi-eo or four 
years old; if wehau any afRjction it was for uur 
nurses: for my own pari I luvcd my nurse much 
more than my parents before and after [ left her; 
indeed, I never, to my recollection, felt any affec- 
tion for my father, tvliilc in a state of miniirity; 
my mother died when I was about five years old. 
J consequently could not exttrcise much social af- 
fection towards her; but my father, with whom 
I lived till I was Sixteen years old. I always dis- 
regarded, on account of the appearance of mo- 
roMcness in his pliysirgnomy, and tlic distance 
he kept his children at. though he was liy na 
means severe: but seemed to be as destitute of 
paternal tenderness, as I was of filial piety. I 
would, therefore, recommend parentn. who wish 
to gain, and keep their children's aflTertions, t» 
attend to the old proverb, "Love begets love," 
whether human or divine. 1 admire God for his 
niagnificeuce; I venerate him f<ir his holiness: 1 
j'pvepcnce him for his matchless power; I CBteei^ 
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tiim Tor hisjustico; but I love liim supremely for 
lii.i gnoiInesH, wliicli in infinite, amazing and dt 
vine! 

I mnv. with snmo little modilicationi 
Hie spiilimont to ni.v I'ellitw-travcllepa (o a n 
ofAjurlN: 1. 1)iti-efure, admire lb«i>»tAtfsinaii 
acts a juiliriouB part in the cabinet; 1 cul'igii 
tlir* ailtlmr who ilispluys his ingnutitj in llie re 
jiuhlic of letters for uscfid piii-po»ea:>mtlhat roan, 
and lliot man alone I Iiirc, with the Inve of com- 
placi'ncy, who diircts his talents with tcmler so- 
licitude to the purposes, and for the accomplish- 
mcnt of tlie happiness or hia fellow ciTattii*eH; but 
alas.' how seldom these philanthropic individuals 
are to be rwund: how often do we see vanity and 
ambition manufacture authors, vlio prostitnte 
the most illustrious talents to the most unworthy 
yurposes, with the brilliancy of diction, the ap- 
pcaraiite of tenJcr einutiou. the llippaiicy of lan- 
guage, and the flowers of rhetoric; they exhihil 
resplendent perform a nets, which flatter to des- 
troy] which, under tlie profession ofcespect for 
the rauscof virtue, hidotlie most deadly poison.* 
who kiss, like Judas, and stab like Juab; and 
yet, those who profess to he critics and reviewers, 
applaud, as delicious trifles, tltoi^c vuluptuonu 
performances; the authors of which, exert their 
ingenuity to mislead the unguarded, and, with 
sacrilegious profanity, undermino the fountla- 
tions of social virtue, overturn the rajnpai'ts of 
female innocence, and ransack the repository of- 
divinfl revelation; perhaps a deviation ii-om ""' 



•At the end of tli'ii cliftpter, our renilers lire pres^ 
eJ with nn Essay on tlie "In/umce efJiclUi^ns % ' ' ' 
aft Iht ntiai.'' 
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ra^'i^il rules uf com]in.sitioti, the rritics and re- 
viewers woiilil recognize wil!i tlic inicroscniip of 
criticism, niiil yet, I'orKtiutli, tlicy can let tlicsr 
ingeniuu)* muiilfii-rs uTtlie liuinun sou), not otil.v 
pass vritti impunity, but heap eiicomiuniB iipmi 
tliom, anil cro'.vit tti«m wiUi popularity. As welt 
might tliey applaud the bcaittiful leopard tliat de- 
youra aniiiTit orUioiiisciuoua faseinatitig serpent 
tliat chirms and destroys the innocetit hird. Ju^it 
as reasonable would it be for tliein to recomincml 
the ftssaasin for his ingenoity, who, by a secret 
prore^s, a new plan, most irjgenioiia and |H'oroiiinI, 
dextruyK the lives of his fellow mpri, at tho mo- 
ment tie appears to be saving them, and Hcnds 
them off the stage of action with a smile on their 
conntenancc^; withouta sigh oragi-oan, ami in- 
sensible of bodily or mvntal pain: which must of 
course, he I'escrvcd for their anticipi»tiiiii in h fu- 
ture world, where no sucli libidinous decrptiona 
and sopliistry can be practised. Without any 
comment, for in fact it needs none, I will illus- 
trate the anterior nnnarks by transcribing a pa- 
ragrapli published in a London newttpapcr, res- 
pecting tlie most popular poet of the age. 

"A meeting has taken place, at Chalk -farm, 
between Francis Jcffriea, Ksq. of Edinburgb, 
and Ttioma-s Moure, Ksq. commonly called Ana- 
crcon Moorci but by Ui« timely appearance of the 
Bovv-strcetolBccris, mischiel was prevented. This 
meeting was produced by a literary cjuarich Mr. 
Jeffries having written nn article, which was pub- 
lished in tfco Edinburgh Review, i-cflecting on 
tlie poems, uf the modci-n Auacrcon; inwiiichhe 
)B charged with 'irajiosing corruption npoa his 
readers, by cuncealtng it under tlie mask ufr 
finemnnt, to reconcile ttiem insensibly to the ni ~ 
vile and vulgar sensuality, by bleuiUng its t 
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gua^c with Uiat of cxaltfd feeling, ami (cndrr e- 
inotiuri-' H'lW tj-uc a ilc8cn{ttion is tliia of one. 
Iiftif Aftltn poi'iiis aiKl novelsidf Ihf riiiy." 

I would liei-e nit'iition a ciiTiiinKtaiice. Mhieb 
titw a particular tendency' to »Icgraiie tlie frmulc 
cliarartei', anil uhicli piicouragrs nii;n to encroach 
upon the natiii-al riglits of wiimen; and that is, 
the riiliculous partiality uf mulhers in vavtirwlar, 
and parents in general, to their male, in prefer- 
ence to their female rliildren. One would sup- 
pose, that fiurli chai'acters were virtually if not 
practically, the votaries of Mahometan ism: that 
they did not believe in the immateriality of the 
eools of females; but tliat thej wei-e crealiil and 
put into the worW. merely for the sensual conve- 
nience of men and for their dompstir arcommoda* 
tion, and, of course, that men are of decided and 
transcendent superiority to women. 

The motlicrs who profess to be proselytes to 
the christian religion, and who, of course, be- 
lieve their female offspring U> be the heirs of im- 
mortality, and rewai'dable or punishable accord- 
ing to the merit or demerit of their actions, and 
their belief or unbelief in the Son of God and Sav- 
iour of the World; 1 think such mothers should 
blush, when they reflect on the moral mischief 
they pi*oduce (in the rising generation,) by their 
mental imbeciiity:they virtually teach their suns 
to despise their sisters, and pay no respect t» 
their feelings, they destroy that urbanity of dis- 
ponition which tends to produce domestic felicity; 
they sow the seeds of unsociability, wliicb pi-o^e 
a barrier to preclude tlic intrnduction of recipro- 
cal tenderness and all the social and sentimental 
affections; they implant in tlieir boys imperious 
pride, with all its suLurdinate auxiliar' 
nbdivisioufl and coucouiltauU; and in their gii^ 
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self degradation, mortification, ami tlisgiist: 
tliey imuT-egnato thoir Juvenile minds wiUi such 
unsocial anil (leletcrioii» senttinciittj, sd invincible 
as to defy even tiie yowci" of i-i:ligiun to cradiciitfj 
Vet stubborn facts aullicnticatu tlio XfitiOrti< 
There are men, ami good men too, not pagai 
but real christians, the prejudices of whose edtf- 
catian remain uncontiueced; nutwillistanding the 
tnfluencpof religion on their mind 9, has made a 
thoi'ough revoluttun and reformation in their mur* 
al (le|)artmeut: yet so powerful arc Itr^t impr ~" 
sioiis, that even such men (tliough affectionati 
other respect»,) consider their wives rocrelyj 
domestic beings, whuMe element is a nursery, 
whose business is exc.lusivclj' confined to doi 
tic economy, and maternal solicitude, withi 
any reference to theological vocations, scientil 
improvement, or intellectual refinement; but wi' 
owt religion, men of this description are cap^l 
of lilaating the domestic jieacc, and casting, 
mental gloom over tJiC women, who ai-e so uof 
tunate as to be united with them in the bamli 
holy matrimony, 

A female of refined sensibility would enjoy 
much sentimental pleasure in the company, anil 
from hearing the coi'versation of a rustic, as that 
uf sucltarUaractcr; an ignorant person) she woulil 
he inclined to pity; but a philosophical pedntit 
she would despiso. 

Women, wlio are Uiua unhappily united, can 
best tell the inreiicity of such marriages, thu 
mental languor produc«t thereby, the painful 
sations pcsalting from Uic recollection of the 
mancncy of the conjugal state, and llic impi 
hilily of ever anticipating a moment's rcfii 
pleasure, or intellectual gratification, in the c( 
rauiUon aad inteixvurse of persons so different 
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_ iiiioBs aiid associations — wlicre o 
are esalted to tlcmigods. anil the otlicr il^gi-a 
li» bntlr.t. 

FioMity. the consequences resulting from tlicirt 
Jiiiniioal preiittliL-es, have. been, slitl ate. amt it 
is (o br reared will lutig coiitiDiie, to jilftnt witli 
tUoriis tltc nuptial hcti, w liicU ought to be a hetl nl' 
rnsea; tmil slrew llwj intermediate path between 
marriage and lliegruve with briars; instead of il^ 
being ratjietted with flowers. 

J wifl, therefore, vith hotilneHS nsscrt. that 
ntotbrrs. aboee all otJier iicoijlc, should be weH 
infurnicd in all the brandies uf i»olito literature, 
ill Driivr that they ma/ he rnpacitated to infonn 
(Itetr children.* When this is not the case, tlie 



•The folluw vug passage iBfrgm Buckmlnster; '-If any 
ttling in lile deserirea lu be considered ns at once the 
atiuiiile bliss, and pre-eminent dulj of a mother, it 
ii tliii — to watch tlic drawing dispuiiltiun anil cupacitj' 
-eC a ravorite cliilil; to discover tlic earliest buds of 
Ihuughti to teed Willi uieftil truths the irnluialtiveneBB 
of a young and cucious tnindi to ditcct the eyes, j'et 
jtisullied with the walert nf conlritioii, to i bounteoiiv 
1i«Qeractar, to lilt the little hand yet unitnincd with 
ik« in pr^ynt to their Father who is in Heaven. BuU 
so it U. Tbe child, aa aoon » It is Teleased frooi the 
bondage of the nurae, and needs no longer a careful 
eye W look after ila aleps and guard it fVom eilern»l in- 
jury, is too often surrendered (d iiisCructora, some of 
whom LPC employed to polish tlic surface uf the cbArflB. 
itT, and regulate the motions of the Umhri, othe' " 
furniah the memorj, and sccompliBh the Jmag-Ina 
'i'bilc religion geti admission as she can, sonietim 
aid of authorilf, and >aiiittime) in i Saturday'a 
•r a Sunday's peculiarity, but how rarely »•■ sentir 
T'leif little hearts are tD»dc to «iit(eTW>lh Tanity, 
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rliildrcn w)iO receive a classicivl cdiicationi a^| 
Uio apt tn look tluwn vvitli conlemiit. ii[)oii tlii^H 
illiterate mothers, wiicii tlicy rrturti IWim rt^H 
tegiisi anil nthec seminaries of learning. Tii(^| 
shuiitil. iliereforet consider)' prudence am) propr^f 
ety, mit as sexual vii-tuCR; liut Hlinuld iiiculcaf^l 
^cntimcntH of delicacy ujion the mindh of tliciH 
male. a» well as female pi-ogcny; by tliig raeat^J 
that unntUui-nl contempt tor the female chailictfl^l 
^vliich I have been execrating, will be done a\va|H 
nnd tbat hererlitary prejudice, pi-odiiceil by tSH 
fatlicr'i) impropriety, anil mother's iniprudenc^| 
would be obviated; we should tioiunreseethelaitiS 
uf prudence outraged; and common decency viim 
lated in lemales; or, for Mistlnction sake, I wilt^ 
call tlicm ladies, who appropriate to themselves^ 
I the name of virtuous, and profess to be the vota- 
ries of modesty; but I would ask Mich characters, 
what kind of luodesty is tt which can bow at the 
shrine of fashion, however obscene and capri- 
cious. If it can be called modesty, it surely 
luiiatbc that peculiar to lewd women. 

Another grand ivason I assign for the obvious 
degradation of a great niHJority of the sex, is the 
iiulclicacy with which inranta are treated by s 
vantsand underlingn; and the censurable inattcd 
tian of parents to this important iHiint, which ha 



CDuraged to pant for emulstlor, pcrau«iled to eomm 
with pftMimony, illowed to glow witli nvenge, or 
ilueed to tbsolute nunibTiesa by wot MI in ess and c 
before they li*vee»eT felt a sentiment of devotion 
gtnitude for K benefit in ihe prtccnce of Cod: Bel 
me mothori, J uu hate no ri(jht lo etpeel tlj»t the n 
of religion will be infuied hy the ttbors of ollicra. 

"Wbea parents U»ve ceised (o tic teaehen, retigisj 
bni oeased lo be Uiiglit." 
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bcrn Uic tncana nf bringing itiHii}' a rcapectalilc 
man's cliilil to iirt^matm-e prostitution: and, Mlitte 
wfl |»ity Ihc chilli, wo miiht rcpro^cli tlio pai-ent. 
as the jirimar^ cause of the same: for, no pains 
irerc taken at an early pei-iail urtlfc hy the par- 
«i(s, to associate (he ideas of ilelicacy an<l clias- 
tity, with honor and propriety; and, ontlicntJi- 
erbaiid, immodcafy and iiidolicacy, with aliamc 
and conti'mpt. 

1 say again, in unequivocal term^, that thi»9 
neglect in motliers is one of the radical causes, 
why s« many prostitutes crowd our citica and 
principal sea-port tonnn. if the motlier sulfeia 
her daughter to eo into the very jaws of tcmpta- 
tioiti and, at the mmt time, never taken any 
jiains to guard her against those tenijitatiuns, and 
the fatality and remorse connected with yielding 
to them: is it therefore any wonder they shnuld 
become the virtims of seduction or wayward ap. 
(Ktite? It is only by exciting disgust and abhor- 
rence at the pronpect of every thought tliat ran 
corrupt a pure imagination, tliat we can inspii>e 
the genuine sentiments of true chastity, and un- 
affected delicacy. Again, how often does it liftp- 
pon. that the foolish pride, and self-distinction 
of people, in the middling ranks of society, pre- 
maturely poi^ion tlie juvenile minds of their chil- 
dren, by causing them to consider gi'andeur and 
honor, indigence and insignificance, poverty and 
(Usgrace, as synonymous terms. 

When, therefore, these children, by the extrav- 
agance of their parents, are reduced to the pain- 
ful necessity of taking tlieir stand in the lowest 
rank of society; what agonizing seusRtions must 
they experience; resulting from the wrong asso- 
dation of ideas in the first instance; and what 
aggravates tlieir mortification at the change oi 
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'cipciimsiaiices, is the mclanclioly conuidcrai 
that they consider thpniselvrs in tlift same liglijl 
(i. t. with contempt) in wliicli they formerly v' 
ett poor people, inj the humble runks of virt 
mediocrity; anil they conceive the world vie, 
them in the same point of view. TheseunrcaM 
able, supercilious, an'l destructive seittimet^ 
prove tlie harbingers itt'tbcir downl'all. t'l-om t' 
flowery paths of virtue, to the devious palli 
folly. Alas.' Iiowoften has, andlmayaddt 
often do the children of respectable )icople(in the 
event of tlicir parents death, or reduction in ape- 
cuntarj* sense.) precipitate themselves into the 
tbyss of degradation and prostitution; hence the 
juvenile companions of virtuous sensibility he- 
romc forever separated: — as two beautiful virgins 
walking hand in hand tlirough the vernal grave. 
Ihey pluck the ambrosial fruit, they exhale the 
IVftgrance of the scented me&il, they listen to the 
songs of the lark, and view the silver stream run 
thrilling by them, and crown each other with 
laurel gar)and.>(: when fo! clouds snrchai-ge with 
double darkne!4s, the lowering atmnspltere: the 
thunder bcllow-n, and the forked lightnings flash 
from pole to pole; while each of the terrified maid- 
CH^ineek for safety in different directions): one re- 
turns to the peaceful haUitation of virtuous medio- 
crity, while the otlicV aeeks for shelter under the 
Bprrading foliage of the sovereign oak; when lo! 
a lion, ranging n'cr the lawn, spies the tremb- 
ling maid: he it ars his main, he runs, he iiys up- 
on the devoted victim; lie tears tier to pieces; and 
bear:* her in bh-grim paws to his sequestered den, 
in the gloomy forest. 

Thus (ire the companions of youth forever sep- 
arated by vice, 'he tnBii'Mice of evil communica- 
tions, and paternal ni'sligeitcc and folly. 
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If WE want a jiroof of the autliriiticity <if tliesu' 
remarks, we iit;ed mily turn our miiitls to titu 
iiumeruan tiauntH of iltbaiicliery anil dissipation; 
and the IfimeTitable proof will appear, in the por- 
scMis of the most beauUlul women, clear as ths 
sunbeam- Chii any mother, who is posse^fscil of 
a parUclc of patriotism and maternal yensibUitfy- 
feci unaRectcd at viewing, even Hnperficially, ^' " 
true, though degrading picture? Let her look 
on her infant, with eyes of lualeinal sensibif 
and then view, with sympathetii: coin mistier a I 
the daughters of respectable parents, ^ho wi 
wi-ccked on the rocJis and shoals whicli th« obji 
■jf this wai'k is to exhibit to view, that tliey May 
be avoided by the rising gL'neration. 

Before I conclude tbibj chapter, I mnst observe, 
that jonng women bring, themselves to ruin aii^ 
disgi-acc, by too implicitly believing 
promises of men, who flatter to deceive, 
are ccrlwnly extremely ropi-ehcnsible 
couraging tuo much familiarity between the 
as well as for not careftilly cxiilairting to their 
daughters) thedangers that will result tljcrefrom. 
Thousands of virgins bare been mined by thU 
means: but as some freedom is justiliable, and as 
a prudent intercourse is commendable, females 
should act with the most becoming reservcdness 
and modesty, in the presence of their suitors: as- 
suring themselves, that HO man of real honor, or 
virtuous sensibility, ever did, ever will, or ever 
can marry a woman who has given him reason to 
believe alie is destitute of modesty. If the feniale 
gives her suitor such liberty, at which modesty 
would blusb to behold, and virtue would weep to 
witness; he, of course, supposes she would, if 
opportunity served, and importunity solicited, 
give another man the same libertlcsj and, const- 
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rjueniljFt that shn in by no Dictii)^ worthy to J 
rnRdc the partner of liU life aiul tVirtuiie; If iic la 
L'd lior bel'ore ever so ardctitly, his ant^ccila 
icivc mil t)o changed to BiibHequvnt cuntempt, ma 
Fit with pity; anil if hi» pUy should he. pnraiii<»^ 
to his honor, yet tlio recollection of lier past tl 
modesty would he the cause of ]>rriodical jealo*' 
on the oiiB jtart, untl misery on the other. Tj 
notwit.listaniUng the simplicity and plairinessl 
these remarks, how manyytiung women hHve,M 
how many do, t>ecoi»e the victims of their ofl 
credulity, and man's hypocrisy. r 

All (he reason I can assign for tliis prmtigij 
fully, palpahic stupidity, shameful imbccili^, 
and flagrant uncliaslity in many UiouitandR, who ' 
were pi-eviously virtuous young women, is the 
neglect of their parents in not impressing on 
their uiind^, from their infaucyi thc»K^. intrinsi- 
caHy momentous reflections, Lnikotl tlu-rc arc 
many men, who make it their particular business 
in chousing a wile, to try and jn'ove hw virtue; 
if she resists with becoming detestation and ah- 
horreucG, the least innovations on her delicacy, 
it will cause lier suitor not only to love, but alao.^ 
tn venerate her more than ho did before; lor i| 
loeti, however loose in their own morals, tw\4 
most reverential respect and vcncratitin forj 
male vii-tue, when untarnished and unadult^^ 
tf'd, which their sagacity nooii discriinina^ 
But there is not only the prtijiscd ohciuus et'i 
attending female iinpitiilcnce, resulting from [ 
tcrnal negligence, but more tragical catastroj^ 
often are the fruits thei-eof. Whut immense nu) 
bera of young women have, when their footd 
and injudicioua conduct, has produced tlie oSm^ 
I huve above dcorrihcd; namely, to caus^ the ' 
mcB thay loved^ and who also, perhaps, loved 
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t)iRiii> to iviiouucc llipm forever: I say, liow oC- 
ten hus it liappcneil, that these unhappy females 
havr pul an eitd to their own wretched existence, 
or ha»'e thrown thonsclv^.^ aa abandoned pni-slsi 
lutes upon the town. 1 will venture to allirm th^ 
there arc. now thuiiKands living: who could f 
ncribo to tlie autht^nticity uC this assertion wiH 
veeping eyes and agonizing lieai-tii: I therefo? 
Aa uul coticeive how 1 can \io moi-e beneficial J 
society in general, anil mj fair readers in part 
citlar. than hy exIilLItiti,^ to their view, in a pla 
ami pointed manner, these ohvjoua rocks of ffj 
ductioDr on which thousands ot'beaiitirul, resjic! 
tahle, ftn4 provioiisly vii-luouM females have bet 
dashed lo piocen; and many too, who nevi 
thought themselves, nor even their companions ■ 
relatives, that they ever would have come toj 
tragical an end; hut beaut}' has produced v 
vanity pride, and nride haH paved the way for t 
successful innovations of the votaries of scdij 
lion. 

Some persons, no doubt, will think that 
too plain anil pointed in niy animadversions, 
that I. in some instances, even use asperit, 
language in my ailinoititiouH and rcproots! 
such I will say, that admitting their thotigl 
were correct, >el even tlie iiinitj' of my moli' 
and my affectionate and ardtml solicitude for 
present and eternal happiness of my fellow mor^ 
tals, should plead my I'xcuse, and cover my in. 
discretion in this respect, with the mantle oflovc; 
but 1 positively deny tlie correctness of thcii' idi 
on the subject, which I will prove to (he satisfj 
tionwf every candid mind, by the following 
ilttttdes. 

A certain polite gentleman descries bis neigl 
bor'a house wrapt in flames at midnight, while 
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Uie fftinil; are all slumbering on tlieir beds, in-* 
Hcnsible of their danger; this polite gentleman, 
htstepd of forgetting tor a moracnt the oti()uette 
of iiolileness, ftnd nisiiingintu tlicir lietl-diamler, 
und^ warning them of their imminent danger, rnpi 
geiitlj at tlie dour and calls, but calls in vain; 
till tlic Samea surround, and consume Ihetn in 
tlieir beds. SupiHise the sainoman saw a lady, 
who happened to fall out of a pleasure boat, drown- 
ing, she sinks, her head rises again o» the sur- 
face of tlie water, but thinking it indelicate to 
Catch her by tlie hair of her head, he neglecta 
Mj opportunity, and lets her (frown; would not 
such H man be virtual); a murdeivr^ Surelj^' 
would. ~-i 

By these siiailltuiles we may see the neneffl 
of warning souls faithfully, who are standiu' 
the brink of present and eternal woe. The li 
r4itude of the evil may l>e a'*ccrtained by itsdl4 
ful concomitants: and we may see the inorul'l 
pitude uf the sin, by it* prohibition in sacred i 
profane history, and the most signal and sever*' ^ 
punishment annexed to the commission of it. Ac- 
cording to the Mosat: economy, the maid w^o, 
committed whoredom in her father's hotisc, "— ' ■ ■ 
sitrtly to be put to ilmtb." And there arc c 
ing laws among many «f the heathen nationd 
<|uaUy, and in some instances more severe, 
ovCit ttiat; particularly among the Chin 



*A* children havo notbing but wbii the/ ti 
nnture >uil educition from Ihcir iiarenu, tu 
corapsniuni, the infainy imm ultimouly on theirl 
snt) »n>l tlioie who have ilii: ore of their cdnc 
(ctpecimlly when th»y live amorif those of ihei 
ptofoiiioti) and not on themvelvesi who are ifno»at 
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whose pi;nal laws, in thin and other i».stnnr(u4. are 
e«t«racJy aaliitarj'. jmlirious ami equitable: par- 
ticularly tnn it rcN|iei:l!i their tracing tlie riinic to 
its smirre, ami i-etogiiizing the cause as well as 
Die rfTeci-". The pnicnts aro punished as we have 
already hinted, as the primary cause of the evil; 
aud the child as the sccoiiilary cause; and 1 would 
ask if the laws of man JudiciouBly truces a criine^ 
fmm its nommission tn its sourre, will the Uw% 
iif Gad bo less judicious^ Surely not. What (| 
pity it is that the lawa orgarizeil by the Cinif 
governments should not criminate tlifiM.- win: 
thcperpetratorsof crimes: surely, then, pat-tnto*! 
would be more particiiUr bnw they instructeq^jJ 
their children, when thry would be answerable; f 
for tlieir negligence in this respect; if thU wafiaj 
the case* our pna»ns would not be sacrowde' 
with vagrants of various descriptions; surely i 
many prostitutes would not crowd and disgrai^ 
our cities; incomparably morei ao, than in t^ 
most uncivilized and savage countries. SurclJ 
a less number of culprits wotdil be execiiteil, leiis 
suicide committed, less seduction eSbctiwIr less - 
disobedience to parents recognized, less contempt 
of religion, and moral obligation shown, fowtir 
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te to prevent them, 
ies answerable for of- 
rspectiTe aotboritic*! 



parents for the misbeliavior of their ehilJren, concllh 
" :g thut they must have neglectetl Ibeir educatioin i 

magistraleg are sevtrely punislied for those crime) c( 
itted within the districts of Iheir «uthority. Moctam<j 
niver**! Uistory, vol. viii. pages JS3, 17^ /«< 
niveraal History, vol. viii, page 266- 
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obnfCiiC and i^candatoiot fashions jirevaleiit; and, 
in short, a teH!i iiumbci- of murders, tlteftf, anil 
robberies committuil. in what arc called chris- 
tiaii countries. However, if tLe Uws of siiort- 
sigtited man will not take cognizance of the de- 
linquency of parents for tho ilisoheilience of their 
chiidreu, God will assuredly Au it, ami that with 
a vengeance; anil the pimbhment will be stiperi- 
or to that of their ehildron* according to the na- 
ture uf their negligence, and deleterious prece- 
duRce: for instance, I would ask any man ofconi- 
nion sense and candor, dues not that parent gh- 
Ttuusly deserve mum contemjit and execration, 
fcr tho clandestine perpetration of criuieB commit- 
ted by her child, than tho child herself; if she 
never suggested to lier that those crimes were 
incompatihle with tlie principles oi moral recti- 
tude; and especially if the mother was the only 
vehicle of information to which the daughter could 
have acccbsf Without any matter of doiiht. I 
have myself known the daughter uf respectahle 
parents, who exhibited the indclihle fruits of il- 
licit love; the blame wart exclusively thrown up- 
on the actual delinquents, while the virtual cuU 
Rrits, namely, the parents, were considered gnilt- 
£S: yet. forsooth, the wickedness was trans- 
acted under their roof, and almost under their 
own eyes. And I am nww acquainted with re- 
|)uttible j.arent^, who profess religion, and who 
«pc in other respects friendly, generous neigl^ 
bore; yet act with aa much indilt'ercnce to their 
children, with rospecl to their moral improve- 
ment, as if Ihey were merely domestic animalsj 
{tarticularly their eldest daughter, a young wo- 
man, who is allowed such liberties, as 
her gallant, thatifiiheia not ruined, it wilt ^ 
more by good luck than good guiding. A f 
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tltioDfr in tl»e ai-ts of aeiluctinn could not ili 
more opportutiUics fur the oppralioii oDiis 
teri'iua dvsigns, than is given in this pRinily. 

I was gi'icvt'd, tubeholil fciiialu iritiucnicc and 
beauty bniuglit to Ihc verge of ilestrticlion ; anrf, 
from A sense of duty, {icrsoually, but pHvati-ly 
expustulatcd with and admonished the father, and 
pointed nut the dangi^r of giving bis tUugbtcr 
such liberties; anil particularly depicted the case 
of widows, who lived tlie virtuous wives ofres- 
pf ctable huMfaands, yt^t »n their death, thry have 
through the invincililearts ofseductioii, been led 
(even such characters wlio, perhaps, previouwly 
lliuught tlicy would sooner suffer tiie most painful 
deitth, tlian disgrace the mrmorj' of their deceas- 
ed buHbaiidii and living cliildrmi,) from the flow- 
cry paths of chastity; but, notwithstanding all 
my expostulation!) and animadversions, be seeilg^ 
ed callous and I'nsentitble to the cogent solicitUi 
I manifested for the safety of his iliild. Ho, 
fact, 1 tliought, seemed to be morally dead to 
future woe of bis childron. Is it jiossitile such 
parents can be guiltless in the sight of that wise 
Being, wlio scrutinizes the cause as well as ^be 
eBcctiif evil' It is impossible. I will be bold 1"" 
say, that this destructive negligence, thispatei 
nal Insensibility is the cause of the ruin of nn 
females, than iiuy other cause whatever. For 
would ask, how can a young woman> unconsri- 
ous and unguarded, who has ne\er been apprised 
of her danger, by her parents, the only persona 
who ought to admonish her on so delicate a sub. 
ject: Jtuw can she escape pollution, when o]i, 
tunity, importunity and the invincibility of 
diiction, areall combined against her' 
leys, ahc reasons with her seducer; but, alas! 
rain : bi» sophisti-y is paramount to all lice fti 
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lugiC' Tlie libertine Itcar» but will not iinil^ 
Btand. Slie falls a mart}'!', I will not sayi 
tlic arts uf setlurtion, but to putcriial nrglccfT 
While the female, who has been taught in tliu 
school of maternal experience, on whose juvenile 
mind han bcpn iinpresiiDcl tiic imlispensiblu dutieii 
peculiar ia the female cliaraitei-, to whom 1ms 
been imiiitiMl out tbv many foi-iniilnble plans laid 
to ensnare the sex and ra.sciimtc the ungciarded, 
the snro and certaiti wiiy, aluo, to shun these, 
snares and vani)t(isb evcrj innovation, when the 
adept at sFiIuction appears with all his wiles in 
thu presence of siirh a character, she views liini 
with scorn; aud, as she considers the smallest at- 
altcinpt oil her chastity, or the lea^^t insinuatiou 
stamped with the signature of indelicacy, as an 
unpardonable tnsul:, she i'c|ilips to tlie same with 
magnanimous contempt and cxenation. ami 
fi-owiis the reptile to hiy native insignificance; 
while siie insinuates that she would sooner sacri- 
Tico a tho[i!^atiil lives, than forego her unlurni'i, 
cd chastity. Ilcwill shrink from the iiresoiico^ 
the virtuous lair one, with self coudemnal' 
mixed with reverential adiuiratiui). asanoul IVoi 
tlie fuce %tl' day. 



'iS^ny aUs! too msny of llioae fiisUidnuble fcnisl4 
10 may, withgre»t giro/iriel)! be called aReL^tedprii>tv| 
would uppMeiilly lie »liocked and pctrilieJ wilU hor 
e bare mention uf some words in tlila wurk; » 
ytt, forMolh, iliesc »ety di'iUcst Cuir gnes, the vt 
i iiiutQent ttiey lliiii bluih, ue nnt i>3l>aiiie>l lo i 
r in tlie presence ofynuni; men, boll) lu privil* jk 
liBi clothed ill sui'h a Iisoivioiia manner, ani 
iiig; «nA wMton »tiitudfta, «s to csmbc the tun 
blush of sliame to tinge the cliock of the b«Uu!d«'. 
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Itifivenccs qfJielUwts writinga on the vitni. 

Tbo grt-at ati indulgencp, in those jilpasunia itT 
tiLSte wlilrh tragic rerilals aiv adaptcil to impart, 
muHtbeadraittfit tn liave a dcridcdl; prejudirial 
iliflufiici' oil tirt- iniiid. The effect of novel read- 
ing is inui-e (Ifleteiitiun than that orpoeti'y, be- 
cause Ihi' excitement is in general more iiowcrful; 
and that tlie novelist irlies more simply on the 
piiNsion of cuvioBity for jimdncing gratification, 
than tlie jmet does, who seeks to please hy more 
refined means. Tlie consequence is, that by the 
pi-aetice of novel I'cading, tlie imagination be- 
comes di^eahed. as the eflect of an unnatural ex- 
citement whicJi, not being rarried off by any cor- 
respoiidant exertion of a practical kind, is thrown 
back as it were on itself. In real life, tlie mind 
becomes strcngtheneil by being accustomed to the 
contemplation of <langepand suffering. In other 
words, fear and pity are lessoned and become 
weaker in our minds, in projiortion as we ieai<n 
to govern and suppress imagination.s In encOun- 
lering danger and relieving misery. Indefinite 
fibjects cxcile tlie strongest emotions, because 
liiey lite viewed Ibruugli ilie medium of imagina- 
tion: but let u» become ac<|uaiii1ed with iheirtriic 
shape and nature, and we begin tft wonder how 
theyafiected iis so powerfully. But Ihei-e is no 
unalogy between the influence of loal soriMWs, 
and tlic effert produced by the wnteoiplntion of 
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imaginu'y ones. Tlip minci is not ativngtlicned 
fay being made in fuel, but by the psertiun requi- 
site to subline ami gwvern the feeling. Bisbop 
Butler U&H a striking jiassage bearing on this sub- 
ject. "As habits belonging to tlie body are pro- 
duced by external acts, HO." remarks the learned 
prelate, "habits of the mind are produced by the 
exertion of inward practical pi-inciples: that is, 
by carrying them into action: tlic principles of 
obedience, of veracity, Justice and ciiarity. Res- 
olutions to do well are properly aits. Hut going 
«ver Ibe theory of virtue In one's tliouglits. talking 
well, and drawing Jine pictures of rl, — this is so 
far from necessarily or certainly coitdiiriog to 
form a babit of it in biin who thus employs him- 
self, that it may harden the mind in a contrary 
course, and form a habit of insensibility to all 
moral considerations. For, from ourvepj- facul- 
ty of habits, passive impressions, by bnng re- 
peated, grow weaker. Tbonghts, by nFten pas- 
sing through the mind, arc feltless sensibly. Ue- 
ing accustomed to-danger, begets intrepidity: that 
is, lessens fear; to distress, lessens pity; to in- 
stances of other's mortality. les,«ns the sensible 
apprehension of our own. Auil fi-nm these two 
observations taken together, that practical liabits 
are formed ami strengthened by repeated acts, and 
that passive impressions grow weaker by being 
repeated upon us: it must follow, that active hab- 
its may be gradually forming and strengthening 
by a course of acting upon siicli and such motises 
and excitements, wbilu these motives and excite- 
ments themselves arc, by proportionate degrees, 
growing les» sensible. And csnerieuce conRnns 
this: for active principles, at llie very time tliat 
they are less lively in perception llian they were, 
»re found to be someUow wrought more thcrougli- 
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Jjr into tiirtomperar.d character, and become more 
''flifdiiil in iiiltuenciiig oitr jiracUcc IVrreptlim 
oftlistifss in ollicrs iaa iiaiural excitement, jtas- 
sivcly to pily. and aclivelj tii trelicvp it; but let 
n mail Kct bimseir to attend to, eni)uii'e out antl 
rclinVcdistrcssciliM'i'sonM, and he cannot but grow 
icfls and loss sensibly affected with the vai-ion8 
miseries of life with wliiclt he must become ac- 
t|ualntcd, wtieri yet, at tlio same time, benevo- 
IcncCi cnnsidefcd not as a passion, but as a prac- 
tical [irinripic of action, will strengthen; and 
while he pii^sivelj' rompasNionatett tlie distreni^rd 
less, be will acquire a gi-catcr aptitude actively 
to assist and befriend theui." — In the mind ofthe- 
novel I'eader, atotally dilTerent, not to say oppo- 

'tc result takes place, as tbe cITect of being ac- 
customed to receive impressions whicli indace no 
practical esevlion. The principle of benevoleiiro 
is weakened by the habit o( contemplating scenes 
ul'diatrcssand objects til' pily. wlien no opportu- 
nity is afforded for tiie cxcrrisc ofthiit principlp. 
At the same time, vhile iiii int'Cn'<iljili;\ to moi'al 
considerations is thus produced, the miml, accus- 
tomed to rberish and ykdil tn lin- onic.iiDus \\liicli 
are produced by mich impressiun;?, in.Htend of act- 
ing Upon the excitement, and Iearnii)g to rei^iNt 
their influence on the imagination, becoinca in 
time tlio victim nfamorbiil sensibility, and is 
less able to cope with the real sorrowH of life. 

On these grounds, then, and from the convic- 
tion lliat. by the sorrows of imagination, neither 
k the mind strengtliened nor the lieart bettered, 
we riqn'ccate audi works as anu at harrowing up 
the feelings, and familiiiriziiig tlie thoughts with 
terrific and tragical siihjecta. Indeed, iftliCTc 
he any trnlh in the remark, tliat the pleasure d^ 
rived from such sources is in part attributable t<^ 
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%tcrct comparisoit of tlie danger or suQering of 
»thci-s with our (twn case or Hcfurity. as tlie plea- 
sure is, 90 far. orasdlRsh ciiai-acter, so, iU teo- 
flcncy must be ta fostei* aelHslmess. Accor(lingIr|^ 
tlioiigli tin? wi'itei's untl readers of pathetic novelfT 
may he puraoriH of much sciiMibilitj', they ilu nM 
in geiiurai rank among tbc foremost in works jf 
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Ileal pliilautliropist, Ihe nnfceliiig and u 
lal character of the sentimental Sterne i 
solitary instance. The author of Childu Hart 
presents anottier frightful specimen of a man a 
sentiment, devoid of fii^eling, of sensibility, 
with paralysed aHbctionsT a man whose itnagjiia-" 
tion had eaten out his heart. In il mind that is 
Under tlio softening and regulating itiHtiPncc of 
trne piety, no such disastrous eflVct as this will 
finsuo froin-the indulgence of the imaginnti'in; lint 
wu think that esperiencc will hear na out in the 
asfiertioHt that, as the being conven^ant with Die 
dark pictures and tragical catastrophe of liction 
has no tendency to pi'cjiare the mind to meet with 
cheerfulness, or to endure with fortitude the trials 
of life, su, a practical acquaintance with real sor- 
rows and sufferings, and the habit of conlempla- 
fing them with the feeling of active benevolence, 
witi generally produce a ilistaate f<H' the jiathetic 
detaiiB of the novelist We cannot eonceive, for 
instance, of Htiward weeping over a novel, or of 
Mrs. Fry melted to tears bj a tragedy or a talc. 
There may be persons, then, who "meet with too 
much of the dolorrms'* in the walks of daily life, 
to i-eli-ih or bear with it In fiction, yet, against 
Whom tlic charge of morbid feeling Cannot bo 
hrought. The fact is, that their atlwtions belu^ 
in full pla), the action of the imagination is ( 
luiuished; whereas, in the sentimentalist, all tl 
18* 




energy of (lie mint], as it were determined to that 
faculty, and the Action of the affections is ren- 
(Icrcd languid. We do not deny tlmt there ai-e 
cases in which (he iTN^ination needs a stimiilua, 
and in which the gentle excitement of the emo- 
tions of pity, terror, or ipelancholy by meaits of 
works of taste, may be innocent and even hene- 
ticial. But tlien let not tlic poet or writer of fic- 
tion mistake hia office atid hvs proper business. 
Let him avail himself of every opportunity of con- 
veying moral insfrurlion; but moral (liacipline is 
not to be learned in bis scbool. To expect that a 
faitiiliarify with gibbets and death beds in either 
poeti-y or prose, will conduce to the promotion of 
benevolence, of fortitude, or of pious principle, 
is Just as reasonable as it would be to imagine, 
that a poring over stories of ghosts and goblins 
lias a tendency to beget courage, and that a fa- 
miliarity with ideal objects of terror is the besC 
remedy for the passion of fear- 
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CHAPTEH V. 



Advice to mothers on the [mportiince oftha 
al improvement uf their Jiugliter 



Is suggesting flto anterior remarks on ciliica- 
tion, I have, im doubt, widely deviated JVoiii thjit 
systematic plan and nielhudical iirrHiif^emeiitiie- 
culiiir to other nntliort. wliu time writtctr on lite 
stilijwt. My Bcntiments, in many resjrerts. are 
sporitnneoits, and tlio cnmitositionjirecipitate, de- 
sultory, aJtd cliiefly un transcribed. Tiioiigli I 
have Hof studied method in Uie elucidation ftod 
amplification of tlic subject, 1 liavc, though in an 
eccentric manner, Btui'ied utility according to the 
heat of my poor natural aliilrties. I bflieve tlio 
commonality of my readers, will he far sooner 
bcncfltled by that iinafTected and simplified style 
and arrangement, which cxhihitH varivty and a- 
vo'uh prolixity, though unmetliodical. than the 
mu6t iiitlned and embellished composition, when 
too elaborate and scientific. In adilressiiig that 
venerabia nnd truly restiectablc clasa of jteople, 
the motliurs of the rising generation, I fool those 
diffident sensations, wliidi a conscious sense of 
their importance in society, and my own inabili- 
ty natiiially inspire; however, convinced as I -An 
of the rectitude of my own intentions, and well 
meant omleavors to promote social intercourse 
and dumc^lic tran<iuillily, I »tn emboldened t 
proceed witli distinguislietl deference to the i 
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soils to wliow 1 now adilt'CHH tlie following strtC*' 
turcs. 

Civil suciety is divided into three distinct claa- 
869, to wit: the higher, the mMtiug^ and tlic 
tower. Tl\e first enjoy the good tliingn of this life 
ill drslriictivc altiind«ncr; the scconil, in bliasfiil 
mediocrity: th« tliird oltcn in deleterious indi- 
gence—The iiiiililling Blate is the most secure, 
most capacitated tor eiijuj ing the liciiefactions ol' 
Providenrc and conseijuenlly moat preferable. 
In high lil'c, a thousand temptaliona continually 
intervene to draw tlie Juvenile mind astray, and 
to fiierce Ili« votai-iea of pleasure with many sor- 
rows, it is in vain to say, tliat their enjoyments 
arc iiioro than paraniouiit to their disquietudes; 
■this is nut a fact; tlieir enjoyments are merely i- 
deal, wliiltttlieir infelicities are real: their abun- 
dant riclies ran not aiford tlieu Lajipiiiess; for, 



'■Abundance cloyi • 



ricliesi love, or soiig', 
lor want tliat Utile long.'' 



HB they cannot enjoy tiicir riches with gratitude, 
nor, ofciiiirse, with satisfaction, they miinufac- 
ture to themselves real rtutorimaginary evils, and 

iirrplcx themselves witli vexations, which mere- 
y, and exclusively originate in liieir own proud 
imperious hearts: indeed it seems to ine. tlial 
this restless, nuhiippy disposition is the oHspi 
of tlieir own ingratitude and pride. j^^ 



Such proud imperious foeK their toils will kiio 
And every hand uhall work its shiire of woe. 



1 never formed an idea of the deep debaiicl 
(or to catl it by its relincd name, gallatitry) 
tlie rutitiue of dissipation prcvaleut Htnougst tbiB 



that 
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C^Ms, almost Id general till 1 rcail tlie memoirs 
i»f Mra. Robinanii.* She has portrayed the «plen- 
dj<t. wretchedness, tlio satanic vanity, the [lom- 
puus ostenlatioit, tlio systematical cnr[aeti-y, the 



•Th« misfortunes, the writings, and adventures of 
(111* UJy (wlio is only one of Ihoiismda which might be 
adduced) present thccn»fWe» to conaolit1»le my argu- 
ments, ecULblUh my hypothesis, and pul it out of the 
potver of even duplicity to doilbt, effponlery to jircv*. 
rieute, or proflipscy to equivocate, respecting the co- 
gency of my fatniliar arguoients. The Jady alluded to 
ivas, perhaps, tlieliindsoinest woman in England. Slie 
was eaipliulicajly called "The benalifu] Mrs. Itoblnson." 
Tlie ineenuouaneas anil purity of her heart, wlien she 
Drtt launeheJ into tlt« bolstcrnu* aen of fuahion, witli# 
tlic profomiil ingenuity of her head, were only cq'ialUd 
by ilie unparalleled cl'iarina of her person, lli-r l.terft. 
ry perlormsnco*, parliculiirly licv iioelicil piecea are, 
in my opinion, eqiuO. if not superior, to the produc- 
tions of anyoflier sex. 1 wlU not even escept llie in- 
genious Msdamo Ducier, who translated Homer from 
the Grf.ek into the French langaafte; or Miss Francis, 
who transUled from the Hebrew tlie aonga of Solomon, 
with notcE, critical anj explanatory. 

The namM of llicne ingenious wot 
the greatest 






tnodEls for thus 



g fe.n, 
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a proficiency in •ruJitioni and, in addition, 1 wonlffl 
enumerate the names of Mrs. Cowley, Griffiths, na^- 
bauH, Oobtnu, Carter, Monlsgue, Chapane, Smith, 
Inckbatd, Leipi-r, Madnn, M:>sters, Monk, rhlllips, 
Howe. Countess of Winclii-lsea. Dutchesa of New-Caj 
tie, Mifls Moore. Sew»rd, Willia 

While I exhibit these charactera for tha young I'cmiS 
to imitate. ^'U their scientific retearcheB, I would t' _^ 
that were It possible fur her (o possess the Inronnalion 
of them all, with the peHoual beauty of an angel, a^d 



n 
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deq) and black crimes which are not only Fror 
quent, but also fashionable amongst the right 
honorable, the right worshipful, and right rever- 
end votaries of seduction . However, I will for-' 



yet be destitute of virtue, her beauty and learning would 
only tend to make her more despicable in the eyes of 
the world, inexcusable in the estimation of the honor- 
nble and rirtuous part of society, and a hundred-fold 
more guilty in the sight of Heaven; for where much in- 
formation is given the more virtue is required by the Al- 
mighty, who will punish those who know their master's 
will and do it not, with many stripes* I need not say 
much respecting the series of misfortunes and splendid 
calamities that chequered Mrs. Robinson's life, which 
was short indeed, but full of sorrow. I would refer 
the reader to her memoirs in 2d vol. written by herself. 
For my part I confess, that I never perused the life and 
misfortunes of any person that has more sensibly mov- 
ed my sympathy. The resolute manner in which she, 
for a long time, repelled the attacks on her virtue (af- 
ter she entered the fashionable world,) bj' right hon. 
villains, lordly debauchees, and illustrious, libertines; 
and the apparent reluctance with which she surrender- 
ed her honor, though assailed by the Prince of Wales, 
who, after using every stratagem that an adept at se- 
duction could devise, presented her with a bond of 
20,000 pounds sterling, professing much love and vow- 
ing eternal constancy. 1 say the long and vigorous 
stand she made, though assailed by such invincible, 
such potent temptations, and the neglect, profligacy, 
and barbarity of a scornful husband, which tended to 
sharpen the darts of seduction, very much prepossess- 
ed me in her favor and inspired me with pity for her 
n^isfortunes. But the meanness her seducer manifested 
after he riiined her (for whose sake she not only sacri- 
ficed her honor, but also a lucrative establisment,) beg- 
l^ars all description. He, soon after her degradation. 
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"Ticar to pafticularize them, but substitute more 
inteiMMtiiTg matter. I'lirsiiing therpfoi-e, my stric- 
tures, the ilinlioiioi* i-cMulting pai'ticulai'ly tti the 
female character, recurs in detiaiice ol' evciy ef- 
foi-t to 8U]tpres» it Ueiiiie. it st'cm^:! iuipuasihle 
almost to avoid tautology. The alarmist. I kiif.w, 
see.s evils which never will Itc realizeil: but on 
tVw; other hand, theslaviHli dupe of sciluctive fash- 
ion never leea them till they have taken effect 
In which case thr magnitude oT the evils, ia ac- 
cording to the degeneracy of the I'aHhion. It is 
certain, that a host of Infelicities with thiir cnn- 
scripts, recruitA. ami auxiliaries, crowd upon 
the votaries of fashion and dissipation, line after 
line, and rank after rank, in svift succession. 

When a (listinguishril female personage, eleva- 
ted to the Ijr'st dignity in tlie community, and, of 
course, popular and iiowerfu). introduces fash- 
ions, huwever ludicrous and obscene, those fan- 
tastical females placed near her, or even her most 
distant associates will necessarily more and more 
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liuctioD inl« the Rit|iioni>l>le uodJ, laid the ruiiuilkttaa 
•f bcr subsequent culamUics, anil pretmiure deith. 
which happened in the hloum ofher irniitli' tier roii- 
lUlntioii pnrlicipnleil h\ the ruin at her honor Sh« 
Unguiibed till reduced «lmo[l to a afteleloft 
I bpliave, a. trje peniteo: 
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attsimulatc, tliough at fir^t cliocked witti Ilie ov^ 
Bceiiilj of such TurIiioiij^. Tll(^•^e debasing fash- 
ions^ progressing like a. gangn-iie. will pstonil 
froin one ftmal* to anutlicr, tl|f'»ugli every giaiie- 

Wcnccd not look Tar tii pmvo the autlienlirity 
of ttiese remarks: is it n»t a sttihlioni fact, that 
tlip comluct of these first rate fnshionaliles, para- 
lyze anil infHtuHte every grade of society ' I would 
ask these fashionable inittruns, where in the pru- 
dence that animated your awceMtorH? Dispelled 
hefore the bsinef'uf notions uf false r'eriiicmentt 
Wheix* is the jiniiirnce that characterized yonr 
ancestorsf Djsjielled before the baneful nufioits uf 
falsf) rcfiiiciBPitl. Wiiero in the prmience Uiat 
characterized yonr progenitors, who taught you 
(though in vainj Icssona of discretion? Where is 
llie energyj^ainl mvinribility that triumphed over 
female imbecility anil vanity^ In nhort, wlicre ib 
the iltime»tir economy and virtue which signalizeil 
your motliern.' Lulled, gently lulleil to fatal slum-, 
ber in tlie lai> of venality, and voluptuous Isst 
ionablu theory. > 

Wliat virtuous mother does not hang her bei 
in solemn sadness at tlie thought! what die* 
docs not wear the crimson blush, at the degener- 
acy of the sex! In the bosoms that beat with Hie 
vital force of female virtue, a iiobie disdain Miould 
ari.se, at the remembrance of tlieir domestic be- 
trayeru and seducera. Mothers, this is not a 
time to fit itiactive, and see the last struggles of 
every thing ilear t» you — the cApiring honors of 
your female progeny. You Nliould endeavor, "ith 
more than maternal solicitude to snatch from ru- 
in, or preserve entire their sacred virtue. As the 
mariner, with anxious solicitude tlirows out any 
floating ])ii'refi of tlic wrtck to save bis druv^nitig 
sbifmato; wiio swept away by a foaming billow, 
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'■wliilc the decks are wliitu witli foam, aiitl tlic rii'ic 
wtmis liowl alioiit the masts, ant! sing UiroiigU 
evrr^ slii-nii(]: hcst^ugg:U■s^vitIl the angry waves, 
and wiiistling winils, till ho is at last siivpil Ihrn' 
the assiduity and pci-scvcranccol'hisfaitliriii ron:- 
paninn. Thns. let mothers use every elTort tn 
save the Uonnr and virtiii! i)r their daughters, who 
are almost onvelopml in the voetcs of popular dc- 
gradtttion and tnlamy. I aui nut speaking nf 
those fi^malea u-Iio have plunged into the drpadfiil 
abysHofpcifinual prostitution: but nithcrof those 
bIio pursue the direct path (hat leads thereto: 
wbirh is, t<* become the slavish diijics of the ob- 
scene, the depraved laHhions of the day- Let 
tltcrcfore, such virtuous mothers, nho have ii. 
spark of ancient prudence iintariiiahed and onex- 
tinguished. shejl ivsplendent light on the benight- 
ed path *i of the juvenile fenialeaof the Ptstng ge " 
cration. Sometimes, when I view parading t 
streets. ladies of the firat respRctability, dress 
in such an obscene manner, a.s almost ennugh''l[| 
make an harlot blush, I ask myself, can Ih^ 
ladies bo i-eally prudent, who can thus sacrifiq 
every virtttnos and modest feeling at the shrine i 
fashion, and excite a blii»>h on. the cheek even a 
Icwdnrasr — surely not. "The tree is hiown M^ 
[(a /"rait. "—Actions speak louder than profcssiAH 
—a woman may prufesa to be exemplary and Til's 
tuoiis; but Murcly when we see that a woman ap- 
jiears in the most immodest attire, and displays 
hcrcharms indiscrimiiiatety. in thomo'.t ohvions 
mariner, to the eager and amorous inspection of 
thousands of gazing and criticising libertines; wc 
cannot believe, though we liearvocirerated daily, 
tlvftt IJiii wuman is a tirtnous and res)K>ct»b)i'L 
character; nnil though she displayed elegance in 
bee figure, and enchanting beauty in her count**' 
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fiance, to surpass the beautiful Helen; every rca-* 
sonabie man would admire the smallest share of 
personal symmetry in a prudent female, more 
than all her exposed charms. 

*«Not for such ladies we would sigh, 
J^oving only fashion's dye, 
And their charms to every eye 

Revealing. 

. But we love the prudent maid 
In sweet modesty array'd, 
All her beauty 'neatli her shade 

Concealing, 

Lady, when with graceful care 
You would deck your bosom fair, 
, Or your golden curling hair 

With roses. 

Ah! you throw the flower away 

When it glares in open day: 

The modest bud more sweets, we say 

Disclosed. 

The lily trampled in the street. 
The rose beneath the traveler's feet 
Or beauty sold loo cheap, ne'er meet 

Our praises. 

Thus char ins exposed are in disgrace. 
The sparkling eye, and ruddy face, 
If void of prudence, all your race 

Disgraces. 

Such nymphs may charm th' unhallow'd heart. 

But confidence can ne'er impart. 

Nor captivate with beauty's dart, 

A husband 
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And thoulil he be ensnsr'd by shout, 
Tlie aparic of love he'il soan forego. 
And blame his partner for fail woe. 

Anil her br:tn(l< 

For beauty soon familiar grow^t 
And fides as hourly fades ihe rose: 
But virtue still marc sweets (liBclosc 

Till dootnsd*;. 

And then the »Irtuou» shall enjoy 

Celestial peace without alloy. 

And with liritfht aaints Cli<.'ir hours employ 

In their lny.*' 



These are only a few of ttie most obvious eviW 
reaiilUiig fi-oni the sacritice too many females make 
at tlio shrine of fashion. A ti'aiii of t^vils ntilt 
more tragical succeecls, nnil it must he an uniler- 
staniliiig hentimbeil hy repeatcti iloviatious from 
tliopattiaof ft-male i-u-ctUudc, that would fail to 
discern tliein, a heart that lias haiiistied con- 
scious propriety, that would refuse to f<!cl them; 
and a conscience opposed to the rules of modesty, 
as well as tlie laws of God. that would neglect to 
regard them. I am wi-l! convinced, that hy de- 
claiming against Uie vices i>f tlie age, particular- 
ly iiur darling fashions, I erect an imprognablo 
liarrier to pi-eeludc praise and profit, and in their 
room accumulate formidable enemies. Let oth- 
ers flatter to deceive and gain praise and profit 
thereby, I will faithfully point out according to 
my ability the dcvlfliis paths of folly: and llmiigh 
I ail) well apprised, that many parents will put 
books into tie IniTids of their children, that will 
tend to entice them fi-om the paths wf female recti- 
tude, in preference to mine, yet this considw arJ 
tion, or indeed any other, shall uot hinder i 
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from giving tiie uiitlioughtful and unconscious fe- 
male a faithful warning, hoping that this perform- 
ance may be pi^esentcd to some, even of the gay 
votaries of fashion, by those who are more seri- 
ously inc]ined< and being perused, though per- 
haps only superficially, may stop them in their 
mad career. 

Where my propositions are not supported by 
the most reasonable arguments, and my hypothe- 
sis proved from experience, I do not wish any to 
believe them: but, where this is the case, 1 flat- 
ter myself, I shall be heard by the unprejudiced5 
though my strictures are unadorned with the flow- 
ers of rhetoric. Indeed, truth is most beautiful, 
Vhen most simple. Fiction and poetic poison^ 
not truth, require the embellishment of fancy. 
And, alas! how many females have been ruined 
by these means, namely, the splendid exhibition 
of sterling talents and moral poison, connected 
by the ingenious murderers of the human soul, by 
**Poetic panders, rliyming debauchees." 

<«nere! let us glance at Little's songs of love. 

And famous Moore, the poet of the grove; 

And thank tlie honest Scot, who drew the veil 

Which hid the moral poison of his tale. 

May specious vice thus ever meet its fate. 

And bear the public scorn, the public hate. 

Beware Columbia's fair, and never move 

jVheart to cherish interdicted love. 

Oh! may you never have the fate to please 

Poetic panders, rhyming debauchees; 

But still let modesty her banners rear. 

And give the signal when such foes appear. '* 

Ingenious murderers, sland'rers of the wise, 

While grasping fame they break all social 

*^And own no rites, but such as vice suppl 
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Tff^iln UiM pharHom, inlellecliiBl ftme, 
ThKy pfoMitute their bouIs anil ihelr good nai 
Nay. hand it down to ages .vet unborn. 
The olyett of their hate, diagiiBl. •ntl soorn, 
WliOi ir coDtuminated b; the talc. 
Or moral poison which tlieirworks conceal; 
They'll ciii-se llieir aslies moutil'i'ing in the tomii, 
And tjiBme them for their woes^aiid latent dooiHi 
And »t Jehovah's bar, they'll Ihem impeaoli 
^s tlic first cause of vice their wrhliiga tcnehi 
Who^e poison makes tlieir tume* a doutilful inccd,| 
"Whojo censure is our beat applause indeed 

Ye mutheru. who are indiHcrcnt ariH rpgarj 
lessgf thuiuU-llectual iiiii>ruveitieiiti)l'>'oiii-(laug9 
t*rs, it ia ytm wlio armnurit ciilpalilo, when vol 
datiglitors imltibi^ tlte moral poisDn of t^uch itntl 
urs: it is j'ou that havB inuHt iip{Kii'tu)iities to pii 
bouks of a contrary ilesrriplion into tlipir liiiiida; 
ami, it is you, in paKiculai', who will have to 
anawci-at the Aogust tt-ibuiial of Johovah, for the 
jiernicioiis consequences ol'yom- neglect and iin- 
pnideiu'e: do not, 1 conjure you, treat these oh- 
sei'vations with a I'utul and fool-hardy inditfer- 
ence; the observance of tlicin will ju'oinnto y 
aocial tut|ipi(icss through lift.-, enable you to leai 
n vivloons ulfstinng behind yon itt your 
without anyUurebodings tif mind ifspcctin;^ 
future conihict, and will capacitati- you, on ti. 
dty ul i'l'sunection, tu he enabled to say, "flea 



•But admiltiBg that they weve rcndcied the 
RiDUs and popular after their deccAte, what a ] 
tiibction it would li« to know, that dvgentrale 
eulagixed ihetr wrltlftjg, while tliey bad to answtrfl 
the bir of God for tlteir pernieioua Iciidencl 
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lyortl, arc the rhiMnfn Ihoti intruatetl tn my i^arc, 
and I have not Iom one through my neglect op 
iiiipfudpnce;" am) the consequence will be, vice 
versa, m the Cvciit of purouing a cuntrary line of 
corMTurt If jwtr daughters «'ci-u nicro rrea- 
turcfi of sdlitudi', in wiioscvico or virttie. hnppi- 
iii.>S8 or mti^fry, life nr death, no human being 
wtis interested. If thcii- mural contamination did 
not fi'wl to citntaminate others; weni they even, 
as the Mahometans suppose, material heings. di- 
ve»lefl of inimorttil partct; if no bouom glowed at 
ttieir proHpcrity, or hk-'l at tfieip mJBcry; if no 
mourner wept in the event of their departing from 
tlic paths *if femair *irtne; or, if thoy did not 
prove a most fornitdahlu snare to others when they 
thus departed; if all, or any of tbeac suppositions 
■were fatta; yet then, even then they are cri^atiircs 
susceptible of feeling!); and. by being put in a 
Vi-Diig channel in youth, may spend thrir follow- 
ing years in misery: and, rice vcrm,if Ihey are di- 
rected in thcright path: for, ev on leaving futuri- 
ty out of vitw, virtue is happiness and vico is 
misery in tliisour niortut stdte. 

It is my tiriu belief, (and that hefiefiB support- 
ed by Ntriplure, rcanou. and common senxe.) that 
it is the duty of every one. who experts to un:et 
the approbation of our merciful (lod, to be merci- 
ful, not only to their own, hut tlip children of 
the lieli.hn.s widow. Oiircommisacration weran- 
nnt wllliilrawfroni them without sin, and the fw- 
feiture of future biippincss: for, sui'cly. we can*., 
not he NO void (ifcuminan sense as to suppose- 
that a God of unsullied veracity will tell a ialac^" 
hoiid, in the presence of assembled worlda, *l 
save a cruel, guilty, impenitent rnlprit. 

How otTeii tn it tiie case, that motjiprs, 
virtually, or literally, by tUcir neglect or impi 
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4MH¥r lay stttmbling blocks liefure Iheij- diililrcn; 
and. when tljoy turn aside Irmn tlic patlia ul'fe- 
HialA i-fctitudi't tliev exclaim against tlicm aloni;. 
Riiil impute aU ttipir atirrowB tu Uieir disobedient 
children: their lif^ttrt^ are pierced with agony; 
theif grey hairs are brought with sorrow to the 
grave; they have hjst from tlie paths of virtue 
their only danghter; and with lier the support 
; and delight oi' their derltning yeai-s. Insteaid of 
giving the rich reward [for all their parental toil 
and tender solicitude) of a discreet and dutiful 
life, alio gives her body to prostitution* her char- 
acter to infam>. and her soul to endless torment 
She has destroyed the domestic happiness of Iter 
[taroiitiK, and canned their rising hopes to seti"™ 
aorrow; but. perhaps, it U almost, if not al' 
gi^lier, the parenta fault, for th« premature r 
of their only daughter; did they not let Iter hai 
het' own will gratified in infancy? and, at the 
dawn nf reusoiii did IJiey not suflcr her to pei-utie 
the niri<n vile and volupttmns poems and novels? 
did they not harbor the adept at seduction under 
their mol^ and suffer him to take such liberty 
:i^tlirir dangbler. in privalti and public, as ha 
till she was 
ir'd by tlic vilUin from lier native home!" 
ley not suffer; nay. pehapa. encourage 
How the most obscene and vulgar fashion 
jr, perhaps, (wliicli is somctimestde case) forc- 
ed Iwr, though only I Ti to marry a rich ohi man, 
70 years of age, contrary to her inclinatiuiis anil 
. afl^ctiuns, w^ich were yi-cviously bestowed upon 
I ft more worthy object! 

'i'all or any of tliis imprudent and injudicious 
t applicable to the wretched 
n depicting, tbey are Ihomscl 
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jtriiBarj- raiisB of thrir riaugtitcr's disgrac)?: sni, 
no iloiibl, will liavB lu answer fiu- thv muiic at tlie 
Imr of UmU. It were not to be wumivrid at, if 
tlieHbrirkitig spectre uftiieif rtihieil child raised 
u|>berori< riivHiigui'jheclayca of lipr parents, tlie 
utkoritti'itHrorajilirHtifjii nf nainelpss crimen, wbrcli 
eTeNlii«ll> bccume the otfspiing itrtlieii- neglect, 
euil v> ttcn ilelutpi'uiiis disease buiTien tier from pic- 
etenl ilrgradatinii to JuTui-eciinilriimntiuii: it were 
not to Iji; wondered at, if she escaped her troubled 
gi-iiv«, to imjieiub till-Ill with her Uluud: luh^unt 
tbcir bed througfi diTlining life; to ihiJI their 
waking inomeiits. iitid alarm them iii thcii' mid- 
niglit ^iiniherN. 

I'e cruel Biid injudici»it!< mothers, who act in 
this maniittr to jour daughtern, Imw cati yoii re- 
concile tiiR'h coiidiK t to common prudence, com- 
mon sense, or rationality^ I Mill not any reli- 
gion. If j-ttU brini5 them up the slaves of inilo- 
Irnce. how can jou expect that tliey will uietlia- 
nically become iniluMtiiauN when suddenly tlieir 
riches lake wiogs and fly away? But. admitting 
their riches were to remain stationary, which 
110 man can boast of, yet even tlien industry is 
the main prop of life, bi-aces the nerves, and in- 
vigorates, tlio whole systeni; wJiile idleness relax- 
es anil debilitates it Do you not know, that th« 
parenlswho do not provide for the isafety of their 
diildrcji, are worse thini inliilels? Canyon, with- 
out I'ctling the jrarwing« of your btiwelw towai'ds 
your offspring, lead them to the slippery preri- 
pi(-e 1)1 faahien, dol\n vhich if they fall, Iheyai-e 
plunged into aii abyss of irrecoverahli- tlespair, 
[impetual infamy, with the signature of (h»!r de- 
gradatioti stamped upon tlieir l'orehead;<, jirosU. 
I tutioii. di'HoIatiou, and woe! Concupiwence 
the itrvluuiuaiy, if uot the fouudatiun, of i 
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viIpsdO Ttil^ai' fashions nftlieilfiy. wliirli arc an 
tn!4uU to comnKin ^cnse, tiiid an outrat^e tn cum- 
mondpcciicy; ior wlmt else cai' inilute a wiinan 
ofHii enliglitcncil rinilcr^Unding. to «^s]pusc tlmse 
paKs fhat virtue bids hve scr-ppii. I wiU not way, 

' thnt it is this proiicnsitv whirli stiuiulatcs the 
young. llKtughtk's?;, volatile, and guy. as tlicy 
mcrx'iy imitate their iir<ig<>nitors. Tlieir appejip- 
Hiicf iH llie ajipeai-aiu'e of WHUtonnc*ts; their ilU- 
poflition wo must bulicve to l>e ttie dispnxition of 
wantonness: and, tliough their motives are labo- 
riously vai'nislicd uver, and imjiutod to a Inve of 
elegance atiil grandeur, Hicy cannot conceal tho 
gross inaterialB tht-reof, or dercive the most Su- 
perficial observer. For notliing can be more 
plain, than, iliat the femak' who used such atti- 
'>n, appearances, anil appendages as will tend 
to excite lust in, and awake the sleeping pairtjions 

- of aniomafit men. must, in some measures, partici* 
pate these destructive Teelings; and, were it not 
lor the popularity of the faihions I depi'crate and 
invalidate, the woman that would thus expose 
herself, would, unquestionably, he i-a)d<ed as a 
lewd character, if not the must common prosti- 
tute. Ueinnve, therefore, only the pojmlarity of 
the fashion, and you make its votaries lewd wo- 
men, even In the eyes of the world. Thus, the 
popularity of African Hlavery renders the man 
'innocent that enslaves man; and thus the pojiu- 

i larity of female fashion, renders tbv female nha 
appeal's in the garb, and with the attitudes of las- 
civiousness, unimpeacUabty virtuous and modest. 
But 1 Would aitlt. dneH, ur can vice (because po- 
pular among thtt wicked,) be mctamorphoiied to 
virtue: or luwilnesa to modesty.' It is impossi^ 
ble. If, therefore, my reasoning is correct, ai"*' 
I psnaot see Uow jt can be fuconcct, wouiou wi 
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b«^oln(^ votaricnof lascifioDs raaliioii, are, in tb« 
estimalimt of tvery reasonable and iliBrerning 
man. as ivpcehi^n'iiihle lui if the fashion was not 
countenanced b; [lublic degeneracy nt' manners. 
But tlie evil tenilnncy of this depravit)' is most 
HCiisiblr felt by tlir rising generation, wbn prac- 
tise th«i evil unc.onsciiiua of llie effects thereof. 
Tliey swallow the fatal bail, but see not the hook 
with wUtib they are caught by ItbcrtiniHiB, till it 
is biioUto. Ob, ye cruel miitbers! youmustsluit 
your eyea againut the truth, and basely insult 
yourown understandings and common sense, not 
to s« the cogency of tbia remark. We turn with 
disgust and abhorrence at the appearance of the 
infamous character of a hoary headed woman, 
wbo.se business it is to trepan ami ruin the un- 
guarded, the friendless, the fatherless young fe- 
male; but what a striking similarity is there be- 
tween su^h a wretch and too many parents.' She 
ensnares literally; they virtually. The latter 
accomplishes in the long, what the former dues 
in the short run- And one is in miniature what 
the other is in magnitode. It is a melancholy, 
a stubborn fact, that the cruelty of mothers, and 
obscenity of female fashions, manufacture a super 
abundance of prostitutes, without the aid of sucb 
detestable auxiliaries as tlie hoai-y headed dame 
we have just glanced at, 

If all 1 liuvc sail! has not moved tlie sympathy, 
awakened tho seusihility, aroused the liner feel- 
ings of maternal solicitude, and ilfuminatud the 
understandings of the characters to wliom tlic.10 
strictures are particularly addressed; let me then 
request you to accompany me, in sympathetic 
thought, to the scenes of debauchery and prastitu- 
^tion, which you perbapH have, or at least will 
Jtelp to creat«i if you persist in pui'suing that Ur« 
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of cnniluct whicli infallrlifvlpails io ruin 
I ronjtire yon. tiip smiling. Die lieaiilenua 
tenaiices of your Tpinalo iiiranUi am) tlicn 
your mind's eye. survey the moral mischief which 
iriddicate fafihtons gtrodiire in society, and ask 
your own hearts this jiatlietic qurstimi: can I, 
shall I. by my neglect or impi-udeiice, ronsigti 
tlicie iiinocentB to such a woct'nl, such a sliametut 
end ? 

But, in order to illustrate my arguments, from 
facts, aa well as flp*'<-nlft(ive reasoning, go wilh 
rae to yonder part of tlio city. It is well knoun 
for the ranltitiiitcs of unfortunate females that Rock 
thither, in which number.s of the unhappy per- 
nana 1 am exhiUiting ta view rcHide. 

Am it would only confuse our ideas, and preclude 
us from reasoning correctly on the subject, to ex- 
amine the wretched, degraded group loUwtlvely, 
or even to select an individual of them, whft do* 
furmed by habitual prostitution, and debilitated 
by cumplicated disease, is now metamorphuRed 
from a heautiful young woman (wliicli she was in 
Lor happy days, while under the paternal and re- 
putable roof of her aOectionate parents) to an ob- 
ject of deformity, the glimpse of whom is enough 
to excite horroi- and consternation in the breast 
of a midnight sssassin- 

Pausing by, Ibei-efoi-e, tlio most glwomy and 
liori-ible part of the tragical scene, wc will view 
the most fnv,>rahle side of the picture, by select- 
ing a young and beautiful female JuhI launched 
into the gulph of dissipation, from the interdict- 
ed walks of fashion; we will not take her portrait 
in themid^t of ber reprol»ate companions or noc- 
turnal revellings. as the scenes nf debaucliei 
(here displayed would ehiick female delicacy; ' 
we will b«liold her ui a sequestered grove, r 
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Hwks (liat If fage in a brothel, wliich slie reU* 
((UHbed ill )ier patemnl iiDini^. Sl>c mourns it 
piiica, but pines aiii] mourn!) in viiitt. \ow I 
abandoncil, tlcaolate, ilepniveU. 



"No eye to mark ller sufferings with i 
No fi'iends lo pity htr, not hope lo ch 

sbe socks, aalier nnly atternntive, 
frowa in repcKted dilutions of s 



lo lirowii 
riltnt «pinl_ 
as the ntitirlofu of lier woes, fts llic Mfjlacf of ber 
&ngulsli, as the most I'fficacitius means of obliter- 
ating the rcmcrnljrancp of ber former )i.Tpiiioi'ss. 
tier better dajs. But, alas! sliu luisl.ikes tlie 
poison foe tbe meiliciiio; and, \\bilc. Mteinpting 
[ to erase fi-om licr mind tlip rfnierobrauce and 
guilt of one C'l'iincs slie perpetrates aiiothiT 

"Tims sin b»» always 1W3 sttcnilin^ c 
To hack the Bi-sl tikiisgression *itli » 
Thus rivulets (frow larger by degrees. 
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■ Tbns she becomes tbe prematifrc martyr of ft 
toxicntion as well as prostitution. View bw, f 
tbo door of tbe tijiplin^ simp, extemled on 1 
ground; mit only stnjiiil. bnt j* 
ebriety; a pl*y to every onpfiricijiled rtiHiiV 
and a spectacle for every tinpityiijg passtngw 
But bfiT I must rease giving tbii, and take f 
iiotbor part of her portiait: f'.r mj Irnrt li 
almost to weep tears of blood, at tbe true 
tpagiral picture I am drawing. T will also f 
bf ap delineating the Braudalonx and bi'astlj r 
whicli attend lier footsteps, from IhP pti'sent j 
riotfto tbat in whirb sbe is arrested, in ttic 
career, by tbat dcktcriwus (ItHorder neculi; 
her prof«ssiQu. Her ilelioatecony''"' "" 



t liegiw 
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mm 



FEMALE CHARACTER 

aBBBort itiett. «iwl«" l^^ s*^^** **^ ''*'"*"'^*'* 

iiJmj •■ "fc"* si** '»nec«saaril} involvei 

eanrislnl and lansuid appearance, bespf 

itMvdrr-. and U the ntittiinus to have ber c 

cd U tl>e Poor-hottw. Dei-e I will draw I 

tmrr, a* il realW fcapi^ened in llie AltDS-Ii 

Phitadclphia. wli«ix nijsrU and a Uusom 

(■& cxcvplarv for 1>U disintcresteil phitai 

IS k« *as f*r lus unafftcted pietj ) attend 

■^ 5ii»^ij. and visited tkc sirk nnd affl 

tiwir apai-tmeais. citboi-tiag tliem to rep 

and rrfortBatioD. and pr«) ing with and (n 

V^ Tt.iuM 'iften, in one rureiioon. addre 

dn: ■ 'I'Pi' children of mis. 

Oi rjuble institution we j 

lai J "tlie surgical ward, 

C'j.' ;..i) Lcings who were ac 

dated tii'.n:. uLUh generally consisted 

down and emaciated proistittttes, who wei 

lip by ihe «*erse«r«of the poor, »nd sei 

Alm^^-house tu die there, iinkikown and f< 

8y every relative and friend. We have < 

dressed, and ri)(ieu\ured tnroosole, twei 

(iiue oftlM'sc wiTtcbcd feinalea, on their I 

rows round their apartment, u brlc the m1< 

oC sliame and regret would steal front th 

aitd trickle duwii iheir cheeks. One day 

visiting the patients iit the surgical wan 

* young FeDiale, about seventeen years 

who was literally rcduceil to a skeleton, 

fasbio liable disease peculiar to her pn 

Part of her f;we, particularly her nose, 

en away, and she was in other rei^pects, 

jectthat was truly shocking lo behold. 

ventures and misfortunes, prior to ente 

Alms-house, were nearly similar to the 

) have already drawn. Soou after her (1 
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"(female rectitude, b1i« was poisoned hy tbe 

fatal diaeaac in its mftst virulent form. She was 
soon forsaken by licr tompaniiitis in iniqnity, 
am! waa carried to tiie Alm»-liiiUHe: wlicre sii« 
continued under tlic physician's care for several 
mnntliB, still unrocbvci-ed fi-om hor fall, citlier 
mentally or corporeally. Such was lier sitiui- 
tion when I first approached lier bed-sidci dead in 
sin, pierced with sorrow, and on the ronfinus of 
eternity. During the time she remained in this 
repository of human misery, no relntlvtf, friend 
or acquaintance once consoled her with a pitying 
look, cheered her with friendly advice, or parti- 
cipated her anguish with a tender tear. As 1 
approaclicd her bcil-side, she lifted up her liopc- 
Icsa eye towards me; and, in an instant, as if 
transfixed with consnioua shame, alie caf>t them 
down again, shoulc ber head siguifirantly, mid 
sighed as it were, mechamcally- She seemed to 
be so worn down with grii\faiid sorrow, as al- 
most to he petrified with the painful roioih-clion 
of lier happier days, and bereaved of her intellec- 
tual faculties. I visited licr, and sjioke the mo^t 
consoling words my cnmmisscration could sug- 
gest, for many days, viewing her with astonish- 
ment, mixed with dintress, before she seemed t<' 
attend to my admonitions. At last, awakendn 
fram a i-everie, she looked wiatl'ully at me. whB 
the big round tears stole from her languid cyca. 
She asked mo, if she was not out of the reach of 
mercy* if she was not abandoned by hetfvcn, 
eaKh, relatives, and tWends: as her lover pro- 
ved faithless, and her jiarents implacable and 
inexorably sevei-o' I viewed, with a palpitating 
heart, her hidlow eycM, sunk in their socketSr 
and there I could almost read, that her parenfi 
RugoUb wounded Iier more deeply than bgr lovc^J 



III- 
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trearhei-y: Iter lorcr, whu flattered ti> lU-ccive, 
ami was so woven with 8erj5cutiiie deceit and vil- 

No hiirtian foe her fatal tale could hear, 
Nftr Small's sclfrtlate withottt a lear. 

Nature v^ould melt, and savagi? fiTocity would 

rclv'iil. »pre the half nf lirr sulferings and liis Til- 

liii'iv uttireil. In short, she became ranvr. and 

rn.iFt «i>iHili]p of 1!ia rninoUR state of hvr sniil, as 

'■ -■ i- ■, ':i1r,! ".tatcijf tier body, whilr she lis- 

' ;.> onvpprinilirai ailinonitions, 

iiirl\ gralitiule and jieniten- 

■ ■■:■•: liiup she adveiled to licr 

rtL,.ijl.<l ■AnU. ilii- iiiij"; of iTgret vould start 

, tvon ber eyes," and irirkic tlovkn herirhccks. She 
(^^[tbnucd iif tki^ prnilent stzte ni ibind for some 
weWtfv prajiog Irolir^j to the Aimighty to par- 
lloij )>ci-i>man)fold ofteiKes, and retfiining us a, 
thonsaad tliaTika fop our successful adn.nnitioiis; 
ami a f(Mvnig;lil'< iiitvi(iU'4 to hfr dissni:i1ion. she 
calted the niirsfr and told Uev that the Almighty 
IiSd hieased her with a divine seii^e atbrn accep- 
tance and pardoning love; tliat^he was>i))»rei>jc- 
Jy happy, atxf resfiy ai/d willhig to be diN^^olv^d, 
that sliemiglitlie with Christ Before thiscliango 

' site wi^ at'raid tn dir. ,Sli^ Jpotlbe nurscto read 
in tlic jiymniiodk surii hyihha ais.werp applicable 
to her coiiditioin; emi thns^the penitential delii^-.'. 
qiientdcparledih.iK!ifc without aalgh or a groan, 
and with aplac.iilHiniietiiat ainnostiteautifted her> 
deformetl countenance, .in full hope of a glortouB ~ 
imranrtality, tlifougli the atonement and inters 
_ cesi^on of the Friend of fiinneo's, about the 17tb: 
year of her age. Her remains were- conveyed, 
without form or ceremony, to Potter's^fijeld tmrjlrf 
g.round. . - ' . ; i- 



VINDICATED. 

J H([ friends no pnrents. ibere in slid array, 
S»w lict rciniiins in sJIcm sadness homci 
No tear was shed upon J>er grave th»t day, 
Hejf name, her uiemarj, conaign'd W teorn. 

Ah! lupleu maJJ, bow many like you eronn. 
A lUe of soEi-on', and disgrue, and Eb»nie; 
No friend to «top the melitnclioly mosn. 
Nor cliecr the mind transfiu'd with mighty pair.. 

Her neareil friend refuses lo. protect. 
Although the loiiely corpse is buried niglii 
Whose solitary viiy remains undeck'd. 
Nor marks lierjrrave, nor begs a pasaing sigli. 

Vet tnayst tliou read this g'lrl's pallietiC kj-. 
And, if poBsess'd uf pity, drop ateiF) 
3lic was uiice apai'kljog as Sol'a golden Ay, 
Crown'd with dcli|;ht, and void of guilty f«ar. 

Eniic*d by funbioa lo the devious way; 
Where arlfiit libertines. aUs! loo soon, 
Led tlie mistake 11 "biajd en more aslrsy. 

Yb nymp'i*, who boaslthi* sacred pearl we 6«II 
The orown of virtue; woman's pride and boa»t( 
Ifnow you slaiid, oh! Iremlile lest you Ml, 
And prove, indeed, what hapless Anna lout 

Oh! bear in mind the nieUncholy dny, 
that mbh'd her of all vhe accounted dear; 
And read for thou mny's read the plaintive Jay, 
ul,drap for b«r a and, and <.ilent tear. 

THE EPITAPH. 

ies the relies of i child of wne. 
n ihc lap of foTlune andoffsmel 
US'! 



"'^^^ 
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Who, lur'd from home by a seductive foe, 
lietim^uisbed fortune, and an honest naint?. 

SooRin tlie interdicted fila) way, \; 

She felt the poison reach Iier youthful liearlt 
Nor friend, nof comforter she found that day, 
To slop its progress, or allay her Smart. 

To fashion first a victim she became. 
The libertine then found an e»»y prey; 
EnamourM by tha fiscinatlnc; dame. 
Thus am'rous fops defenceless maidens slay. 

Her fatal downful we no more disclose, 
Since God has view'd her with a pitying eye; 
M'hoac pard'niog' mercy is her aare repose. 
The pardqn of the Sov'reigu of the sky. 

She lies forgot, this all her monument, '•- . 

This the spontaneous tribute of « sigh; ,' 

Approach and read, and while your hearts reieht, .■ 
Alas' poor Anna, let cash reader cfy- 

The rCadwf',' I hnpc, will excuse inc for detftin--' 
ing her so long with the preri:xed account of poor 
Anna, I (lid not intend to say more than a ft: w 
vorite on the occasion, without tho adttition oS 
af^y'^f the lines of poetry, which were connposed 
ihadvertenlly, as I 'piirsiictl the subject. /'Her,, 
suOeringa and penitence would not havfllna^ 
such a fasting impression npoii iny mind, had'^lr. 
not fiieena personal witnesa of theQi. 

I will concindc the picture by delineating^ as 
its coutiter-part, the profile of the viHain w^ . 
caused all tiiis mis^; hoping it may f«il into tlw 
hands of some adept' at the tyls of stidiiction, or . 
be presented to faint by so^ friend to^ifemate ia*^ 
nocencc For the' 6ordid;^t^pew gf Tratif^T^ 



VTfDICATED. 

' Itis carnal propensities, he flares, by tlie most 
vile and trcacliei-oua iilcliiodi, to utthck llie un- 
suspecting virtue of adaughtCFt and anniliilaten 
tlie iliirntstic peace ami tioiioi-able namo uf a vir- 
tuous famil>': anil, liy abaiiduning a frmale to 
[nramy, he makcn lier tlie instrument of enticing 
nnil vanqiilsliing llic virtnotis ititciitious of many 
young men, who, in their turn, delude and ruin 
nthor innocent females, who would liave remain- 
cd virtuous had it not Iteen Tot' the Tasciuatiiig 
Gnat'Gs of the fi^tnale. who was previously sedu- 
ced by this villain. Wliat complicated rriinest 
will he liavo to answcrfor at the harnf God? and 
what curses arc heaped upon hi^ guilty head, by 
the wretched parvftts of the giri he lias ruined? 
Let us approach their distressed habitation; which, 
pi-cvtoiiM to this catastrophe. diOuKed respe^luh!I> 
ity, tondcrncas and dometilic peace; tntur Uie 
ilonr and aec what vexation and anguish are de- 
pictured on every countenance — the hoary father 
is pacing the room with hasty steps and downcast 
{ouks, and with emotions unutterable, son-ow in- 
conceivable, and wlinsc resentful eyes forbid (he 
rising tears to case his grief — the- tears that would 
unhidden How on any other (ULtiietic occasion; but 
his honor is wounded: his pride is niurtified; the 
pfido nl'tiis dccliuiiig age is sunk in the sink uf 
infamy uml petistitution: the agonizing thought 
will soon bring his grey tiairs witti sorrow to the 
grave- View, seatH in an armed cliair, with 
her iic-ad reclining on her hand, the mother of the 
unhappy giH; slio was the staff of licr dccliniq 
year'4; to her she looked to bailie the evils pcruli| 
toold age: to close her eyes in death: to uuhan 
her joys in eternity. — Dut all these piomiscd bid 
Hing«1iave been consigntxl to oblivion: thoy hir 
vanislwd with the honor of her daughlfi-f^ li' 
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taiKring vapoi- In Ifir atnios|ilierc. But iiowinu>tt 
tlic libcrtiiie's guilt be ciiharired, ilV in Rflilitiuii 
to all tleso woes; lie. has iirnrlucej tlic eternal 
mill of (li« soul as well as tlio boily ol' liis victim; 
unA wliti'c we fiiiil one real penitent prostitute, 
surely Ht finil scores t)<at iire impenitent, nod die, 
as well as) live, iiicorrigilile sinners:— llence the 
utility of a Magdalen Society. Is she cut off in 
the bli'oni ol'life in Iter sins, swrelj tlic reflectii>ii 
tirsuch an event will not only iniljitter thu walks 
of life, but arm with triple fni'; anil liuiTor tliu 
pangs of deatli to her mmilcsa destroyer. 

LiL<}i'tinei be assured tJic <luy of rctrilintidn is 
atbsind,- tbebloodef a mtirdeied fcllow-creaturi; 
cries to heaven for vengeance against you, an<l 
tlie cry will assuredly be heard, unless pi-cvcnt- 
«d by a speedy repentance am! reformation. The 
bed of death, the yawning §'"''■*'<■'■ »'»' the pit of 
deNlfuctioii, aiD optif und ready to receive you. 

When you anticipate the solemnities of a dying 
honr, and feel tbcicy liand of death seizing you: 
oh! bow dreadful will the reflectiun be, tliat you 
have been the dcstrujer, the tell murderer of those 
heljiIeHs persons, which laws, human and divine,, 
enjoined ynn to protect and defend. Ub.' how 
dreadful will you feel when about latmchiiig into 
a. boundless eteruity, loaded with guilt; and, a» 
it were, drenched in tlic blood of your tellow. 
creatures; and when you have entered the gates 
of death, and are appronrhijig the mighty gulpti, 
without bottom or shore, what horror must aeUa 
yoiu" tiakcd and forsaken soul, ^vlK■n the first ob- 
ject that faces you, with a grin uf fury, in eterni- 
ty, is the aci-eecbing ghost of the giil you have 
robbed of her vii-tw, and plundered of h«r lite^ , 
She is eagerly waiting to pour oa yoiirguilty hel 
the vengeance of Heaven, and liie wrath of en 
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nily. But lime would fail me in giving a glimpse 
fir the tliousanittli part of tlin horrors ofsiicli a 
soul; to enhance whose niisfry he will sec Uie ■ 
b.-irieful cffcrts of liis rrimes iti societj', ages affj 
(cr bi^ (Iccraae. tlift contagion will nprea)] wi^jfl 
and more wiile to future generations: Uut in tK^f 
clay of final tlccision. to be impeaclicd by his couti3 
try, whose Ia*s he (ramplMl iiniler his fret; by 
the fHinil'ir^, whose peace he hatl ilehtrnycil! the 
iiK'iviiluaU whom he h;»il murdrreii; ami even Ihc 
Aldiiffhty Judfe 'iinsi'If, wlinse laws he despised, 
awl fliwig hii (lealii and .ig'triieH a« ay; iiKej-repI- 
wl Ilia ginri'<n' i!n«. b:id forbid llieni to lihiiii' up- 
on ll^e .'., . : i . 'n. ■■.,■■■■.>,!: ,111.1 Cuv.xUy. Iidped 
■ :. : H an,l des. 



lUlj>l'. 



uacsoflb* 

,'illt f>fth|| 
'>fthelil>«^ 

ffU'ltfl 



tunit. 
fcuiiili- I. ■- 

tinjisiit .~ 
that rniel aii'l i>. 
auffci-cd herrhildt'-- .1 -iten 

tation, but U'.I Iheni im . uurti 

ihrrself. hr)th by |>re.-i'i>l ;; i.l f v.T.iil'. Suit 
■ thai mother, who [hy actionfi whiih Hpcali bwdi 
than wopils) tempt-* the liherliiic. t" tempt hi 
daughter, and gi cs bim every opportunity to I 
s for her destruction, ia the primary ra: 
of the ini(|uity of both parties; therefore, all tl 
' have denounced, and ten times as man; 
ni«*tt be tlie portion of these parenla. gtntle 
simple, noble or ignohle. rich or powr. «ho th 
'■irtu.illy give their uncnnsriuus and dei'eneeh 
1 ofit^nne. a prey tu temporal and eternal desti 
iiQp- £etftucl> consider themselves the liLiclii 
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And most hon-ililc figui-es in tlie iutcUectiial pic' 
tUT* I bftve (lelincati'il. 

1 liavc alreadj' liititcd, tlint the cliildi-oi or wliat 
arc callpil the higher piiJ lower classcH of |K.'ople, 
ircrc in niiM danger of liplng wliiricj into llic vor- 
<GXuf popular Ocgcticrnry nnd personal iliHNipa- 
tiwn:— ^np first on account of tlieir abundancf-. 
vhfch simrpcns every illicit apiictitc, and iiivi- 
gnr:ilen ivury verfiatite F»ilicitation: — tlic latter, 
on arruKtit of their iniligencc anil naiits, wliirli 
nrccs-titatoi ttirm lo expose tlu'insclves and tlieir 
chtlitrep to a vai^ety of vicissitudes nnd tein|ita' 
tioiiH. Fur in^itance, tliatpn<)r. but virtuous fa- 
mily. ul>o iiavc more children than they can well 
fiMpport, arc under the necessity of binding out 
tfinr uMf.«it cliildrcn — if they arc daughters, their 
Tirtne will he nevei-ely tried. 

1 know a rich mercliant who is considered res- 
pectable, wtio-ic chiWrrn arc men ami women 
gi-awn, that cannot, or rather will not, let any 
ofhis female servants, young or old, pass, with- 
out u.sing his iitmiist endeavors to i^ediicc and ruin 
thciH. 1 would Rsk, how ran a young girl that is 
bound to such a man, escape pollution.' — and ma- 
ny, too many there are, of thi» same disposition, 
whose appearance «ouI<I forbid the sujpusitiuti! 
and not only masUrs, but son<i. and even men 
servants, are always on tlie alei-t, to decoy tile 
unguarded female, aitd ruin lier forever. )f, 
tlierefnre, the mothers of such children do not in- 
culcate the principles of fernale virtue upon their 
juvenile minds witfi a-^siduity, they may reasona- 
bly expect, lliat sooner or later tliey will fall vic- 
tims, not to reduction, but maternal neglect: — 
whereaM, ifthemothcr (asit is her pi-ovince so t* , 
do.) WM to point »nt diligently, the beauty "" 
chastity) und llie deformity of its contrary; ' 
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ihat. from the first dawning of tlicir iiiiilr retain 
irig$, virtue would become merhanicitlly rliarn^ 
ing to them, aiid vice, partinilarly lUbaucIicrj^ 
would he- the object of ll)eit' imjilacalile ditigiist 
aiicl ilele))tatiDn; and, Miiis prepared, they might 
pass titi'oiigli a host of libertines, witli unsullied 
virtue; but liow cait that mother be so unarcouuf 
ablj^ stupid, as to expert that herdaughter. 
slic never w arns tjf the fasci iiating snares by 
.she is 811 rroif itiled, will shun these stiare 
invincible snares of seductioit, by which even iKo 
dame, who has counted go revolving years, is 
vanqiiislicil; but it is not only the liiver class of 
people whose children are thus cxposod. but the 
middle class, whoai'C crowned with blest medio- 
crity, sometimes participate the dangers, the sor- 
rows, and suSeritigs of the poor. There are a 
thousand vicissitudes periodically ittterveuingi 
which not only levels this rlass, but eveu the high- 
er, on an e<juaUly with the lower class. 

IIow dreadful will it be for such, who have 
raised their children in idleness and Yunity, to 
1)0 cursed, with too unsuitable eompanious; to 
wit, a beggar's purse, and a prnud heart. Alas! 
^how many daughters of such fiimilies have on 
sueh events, sacrificed their cha^^tily sooner than 
their prider but even those, who iia\e preferied 
labor t" pi-ostitution. how liable ai-c they to be 
led Astray, by the persuasions, insinuations and 
seductions of designing men, if the sacred seed nf 
virtue, has not taken deep root. Such a reduced 
fuuiale, who prcfei-s virtue clothed in rags, anil 
working lu a kitchen, to vice arrayed in silks, 
fringed with Howei-s uf gold, and dwelling in a 
palace, is transcendently amiable, and worthy 
to be a princess. 
From tb^^ simple, fatoiliar, and friendly ri- 
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marks, all tl)»t >till. may sec tlic iicrcssify offc- 
niRlc virtue, to produce ilomfslic pcarc, personal 
Iranquillity. ami iiatioiinl prosptrilj"; and t'lat 
iDolliPi'. let litr be who slie mayi tliat hiings »p 
licr (laiiglitira witlmut ever attrinpting to im]nov« 
ilicir iiitillects, iiiirtiirc tlicir virtue, tlcfend tln:ir 
cbastily, and pitimotc tlieir ftjtiire Iimior and pros- 
perity, is, (excuse iny plaintwsB,) a pest to soci- 
ety, and thciirtuni destrojprnflicp family, whom 
slic ix bound, by all laws liuinan and divine, to 
protect and defruil. 

Little do hulIi motile rs think, titat tbeir neglect 
and indolence, will niatrrially affect, nay, will 
lilerally eclipse, tlieiiselulnoss. as uell as under- 
mine tlic respectability ol' not only their rliildren, 
Iiiit tlieir ciiildren's rhildreii, to tlic third ami 
foiHtli generation; for instance, those daughters 
whoarc brougtit up, a^id educated merely as if 
they were intruded t(i be statues to gaze upon, or 
1" grace the seraglio of some eastern nabob, or 
to flutter about, in conduct and appearance, like 
paitiloil butterflies, that skip from tinner to flow- 
er, to display their useless variegated colours: i 
say, these daughters, when (hey bcctmie molhcrs, 
very naturally bring their children up in tlic same 
■ manner tliey were themselves, as useless beings, 
ciimbercrs of the ground: and thus onu generation 
after another arc contaminated through the 
ternal neglect of Ihtir jirogenitors: antlil is 
versa with the feniales of those ancestors, 
brojiglit up and cducalcd their offspring, iio_ , 
animal iiiachinrs, but as reasonable and intel! 
gent beings, created for the most exalted purpo- 
ses, and witti the most hencvoleutdesign- They 
proved by exiwriencctbc incffable.delighta spr — " 
ing fi-om a self-ujiprnvlng consciebcB, the 
Vctjon of tlicir fraternal and indefatigable endl 
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ni-s fill- (lie glory ul' their Cod. and tlicii- familiE'R 
wcsl, diffiiafd tUe moat plrasitiiiMe serenity 
ttifougli Oieli' swula. Tlii-v iisrpr-taiiicii. iiyiirac- 
tici? «s «dl Hs tluttry. tlialiiclies. uiiil of wi-ltie, 
can never imrciiiisc an limir's n-sil !iafi|)inesM, oc 
a inoilieiil's real pe:ice: but that VtMile, witlioijl 
riches, tun reniler iis truly liajipy. nut ooiy 
this wurW, but Ihatwliieli is to come: ami. i 
isliort, Ih^Lt iiutliing but the [iractice ol' i ii 
piety, cai) render a hiitiKin Ijeiug truly hajiuj 
and nijuicitalo tlie liiunaii mind to aiilii'ipate V 
joys pct'iiliar to the lir-^t l)orn sons of gloi^ 
Wliile. wiLli gratilmle, \^e rorciic (lie lilessingi 
of niihire: ^djile, with humility, we IuIIom , lt«f 
dictates of reauon; while, with afi'ection miHullictJ 
and ttimera, we retui'ii to God the grateful tri- 
bute of tlianksgiving for liin tjej>edictio>i». we se- 
cnre a ])aradi<<e on eartli' Bnt. on Ihicotitiaey. 
while we suffer our r.arnal aiipetites to i^iilijiii^iile 
i- reason, cnplivale our In-arts, uiid I'iiwioiite 
our understandings: wliile we suifcronr luHinh'iil 
])n*JsimtN todegradfl and i^uhdue us, eitlicr ^mti- 
mentally or prai'ticaHy'; sorrow and f-adnesH, 
) tiliame and di.'igrare. inlaniv and hoi'rnr, williii- 
trrcejitlhe umiles oflieavcn. and unfold it? luahg 
dictions: will diii'keii all otjr [troMpeeti on c 
and pruliihit un from jmrtiiiputing hee [irofuj 
bouutic^K with gratitude; and. of oiurtie, 
jileaMm'j»bIe si'iiHalionH. In short, while 
Hti'ews Lite patli toheaien with flowers. \'\ 
petHtlier(iailto(k"'(riietioti viith firiiir4and1h^'t\| 
(or. ax virtue ItasitH u^vll ri'nard. in tliis aii "■ 
as the worlil of KpintHi ho lias vice its punislni 
here, as well an hci'tnflcr. 

While 1 ain.xdvising muth«r» to bring ujt tlit^ 
I'hHilren Jn Ilie nurture »)id adnntniliun of X\m 
Lord. I am well cunvinrcil of the ditUculticj thlj 
. - ja 
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occur therein. I know that kings, who have gov- 
erned nation?!; ministers, who have led their con- 
gregations heaven-ward; generals, who have van- 
f|iiishe4] armies, and subjugated nations; could 
not, (or, perhaps, I more properly miglit say, 
Mould not) govern their children; lead them in 
the flowery patlis of piety, or conquer their tur- 
bulent passions. 

The scholar may give a correct definition of the 
theory of navigation; but would make a poor 
hand of navigating a ship across the patliless o- 
cean, eucountering the dangers peculiar to a ma- 
riner's life. I'he tlieoretical politician may be 
able todelincatcthe judicious plan, and suggest 
the most wliolesomc laws for governing a subju- 
gated nation; but little does he know what dilli- 
culties attend the practical operation of these 
laws, and tlic opposition that will be made before 
tiie boisterous passions, long standing prejudice, 
and sentimental prepossessions of the people arc 
subdued. 

One tiling is necessary, and all persons wh© 
are intrusted with theeducation of children, shotild 
attend with great punctuality to it; and that is, 
to study the tempers, dispositions, and constitu- 
tions of cliildrcn. Without this consideration, 
the most indefatigable measures, the most solici- 
tous exertions will be in vain, as there is a diver- 
sity of tempers, notonly in nations and communi- 
lies; but even m families. Hence, what would 
prow.'! intellectual food for one child, would be 
])oifon for anotlier. In short, it will be almost 
impossible to train them up so as to answer th« 
cni\ for wliich they wei*c created, unless instruct- 
ors suit their discipline to the dispositions of their 
pupils. As every man's face has its peculiar fea- 
tures, so has every juvenilt mind its particular 
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Itias; CTCn the imn cliildren of ttie Haiiie parents 
caiinnt Ije eutuliictod tn tlic jiatlis nf virtue by the 
same muthod; buth tinii! and patierici! aru requi- 
site to ascertain Hit; |H'cpo migrating bias ol' chil- 
dren's minds: take tliem by this hdrnlle, anil you 
may lead tliem with success and facility; liiit f 
a contrary one, your ia.biir will lie not only, 
vain, but you will mati-rially injure jour pupil.' 
When I went first losclifiol, my teachers wo 
Wiflexilily ninrfisis ami aBiere: all wasacvcritj. 
antlnoenconragmnent: the e<msc(xucncc of which 
was. instead ofiieiiig ronslituted a scholar by at- 
tending tliifl Heminary, I was made a dunce: I 
was so stupified Uy coriinrcal nirrectirm and me.n- 
t&l intimidatiDn. that I was rendered stupid bntii 
in and out of school. I went about iiijie jears, 
anil much money was expended dnt-ing that time, 
for my tuition. Yet I firmly believe, imy, I »ia 
confident. I could learn more now in ninewei-ks, 
than I ilid in that niuf^ veiirs. I fuel iiTitatcd al< 
most when I reflect on the crael manner in wliJ 
I was used; ( not only say for trivial faulls, 
also for no faults at all. I well reincmbcr to Itai 
received such a severe whipping, as to be left 
a gore of blood, because I could not repeat 
grammar leS.son verbatim, wliirk I had ' 
ray achool-fellow, with gre^t facititj, a ,^ 

mentN liefop*'. 1 received my correction: hut, bring 
terrified at the pi-esence of my nnfucUng instrnct- 
or, I had I'orgiit every word when l)e eKanitnvil 
mo; I caiiset|uently was always designated by tlic 
opprobriuus epithet of duiiCB: and. in fact. I was 
rendered such by the cruelty and impnliry of my 
' insti'iictors : fur I hope I will not be considered a 
pediut, when I nttirm that nature never formed 
me such a character. Hence, I believe a cruel 
iBid ii^iidiciaus teacher is a pest to society, and 



^'ou 



I all 

I 



IM FEMALE CHARACTER 

an<intnlli-ct)iirliniir(lcn.-r. I do not, by any n 
wlsli 1o iiijtiniiatc, tlmt a teaclicr sUould not c 
rect his t)upn»: tlici-e is a vai-icty of ways wit 
corporeal punieliment: but. at any rate. I muHt 
i»y. gpntlcness slioiilii always be niirigkd witli 
HDvcwty; mildiieRs witli rliastisrinrnt. A teach- _ 
win my opinion, bUoiiW iitver inflict corjioi-C] 
puntslimtMit iin his pupils: an it trmiN to iIcIh 
liicir miiHJH. break tlieir Rpii-its, and RtupiTy tltd 
ti> UKH'tiry (Iipir pritlc, would do better tlianj 
ccratu llit.-ii*J>ac'ks. 



Tiiclcaclie' 
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TbiHfiilvicKis nMtsoQftrii applicable toparon^ 
partirularly to mntherH. as they Ion frc9ueiid_ 
vergo «n the oppostite estrcmc. Tliey suffej- vice 
too oiten to grow luxuriantly in their cliiliU-cn, 
bpforo tlicy Btlrm|it to stop its f^rowlh: «lien. a- 
las! it it ton iHtt' to stop iU piogivss wticii arriv- 
ed iipar maturity. An tlu- monurrli of tlir nioiin - 
tains. Uic sturdy onk. when it lias pxtimlcd its 
.spifading foliiigi?, and takfii deep rout in tiif- 
^roiinil, und itn lofty toi» begins lo nod in tbo air, 
in token olapitroactiing nuitui'ily; in vain will 
tlio JKboriouH larnier try to bend it, bo as ti> an- 
swer* bin domestic nse. I wonlil ask, wliat dis- 
tingidslies tlie human from llic bnito rrealioiii' 
Sonijj willsny, reason Is tboebaractcrisitic: but 1 
say.'rcason united with iTligiun. S(»nie brutes 
«jtc«ed many men inaagacity and ingenuity: but 
none, ini notoneitt devotion: tu this they arc all 
utter strangers- Should not parents, tlierelbrc, 
iti'ive. jtiriicioosly strive, to cullivaie tliat hnav. 
eiily power, that divine plant whirfi designates 
\v superiority of the human over the brutal, lo_ 
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btf greater lliaii thr angelic uvei- the tiumait crea- 
tion. I feel jealous anfl fciiiCtil lorllie rising goii- 
«-atlnii, prrli»pH I Iiavc niiitly anticipate!) this 
sentiment before; liut I \vill» if even so, rejieatit 
tigain: too often it raniiot be reiieated. 1 would 
ask, wliat in it that civilizes savage nafions? I 
answer, tlic cultivation of reaijoii and religion. 
And what is It (hat metamoriiUdses civilized [leo- 
ple to harbnrians? I answci-, tlie i-elini)uishlng 
their religion and iHiaoon, and surrendering tltcir 
coRimon Heiiso to he the subjugated vassals of th«{j; ^ 
rile and vulgar passions. ,»■" 

■The present gpneratioii have heoume adepts 1 
th« practice of the most iiniiftllowcd seuatiali^ 
jyatematical cruelfy, i-efined debaudiery, 
fashionable indelicacy, n liich the antecedent g 
eration, were they to arise from tlie dead, 
hlusli to witness. 



Cuuld they liehold their daufflitcn thus aiJorn'd,f 
By fups »ilinired, but hy g'ood men aeorii'ili 
Some fEntimental jilta, aiid soine tlie slaves 
Of fashions lewd, or prostitutes of knavesi 
DiagruAted with the aad, ihc tiataful siglil, 
Thej-'iiHy U mrth down from tho realms of lightji 
.Jtepruve with (rowni their vile deg'eii'ratc race. 
And then return back to tbck lieav'nlr pUoe, 

If we may judge of the next generation hy ( 
present, we must conclude timt they will approx- 
imate to a state nf serisuality and debauchery, 
tjiat will naturally assimilate Ut hai-harism,* that 
is, if our children continue to incrcasft in degen- 
eracy as wc have. If they imitate the present 



•History will justify the above sentiment. 
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vires luiilfaHliinns uftlirir parents; .aii<l. in ac]< 
lion. \»<3w Dm rciriH to llic iluminatitin »l' ilicir 
unliallflwetl pnasions, in thu suiiic quutu and Pti' 
qucttc as we Itavc done hclbre tlicin, wlicre will 
siicinl virtue find a slielter. after we leave, jier- 
haj»s. onr ut)sj)i'ii)g to fill up llie measure of tlicir 
Initjtiit^v, iin<l foi'ce tlip bttiiii lining vnigtance 
fiOBi tlie fikiew? In llie event or such a crisis, or 
even at the tribunal of Jehtnali, liow will our 
chtlilitn accuse ut in tliese, or words like, tlie^te:— 
'•Oil! je, our degenerate uiicestors, jou ai-e tli^ 
radical cause of onr wi'ck'liediw^is and woe. 
well SB your own ^liaoie and disgrace: foryi 
iniprudeut nuglecf, in not instructing your cf 
dren. waatlitrniraiisiif lajingnp, inonrjiroflii^ 
i-y and disobedience, the stiarjicst pangs of grief, 
i-egref, and »liauie for your own groy liairs; by 
your had ex,implr yon made us bad citixens, and 
scattered a wii-kod race to corrnpt (lie virtuous 
liart of society, and thus remove VUc hanier that 
kept back tlie Just vengeance of Heaven; there- 
fore, l>y yournegfigentc yon became guilty; anil, 
by yoni" bad example yon heconic doubly guilty. 
Now yoii participate our nngui-ih, for you have to 
bear your own, nnd (eel tJie weight of ntir sins, 
while yoifl" own consciences, and tiie signature 
of tiud'M displeasure, seals tlie autlienticity oiour 
accusation. Ytm knew wc wPre illiterate, and 
yet you did uot instruct in; you saw that wc were 
horn ill sin, and, of course, prone to evil: and 
yet jou did nut restrain us; yon saw us go into 
the very Jaw« of destruction with indiD'erencc; 
nay, you invited us to participate in the illicit 
pieasui'cs and vanities of a guilt) world. That 
great and good Being, who is now our iinparliat 
Judge, you never held up to our view as the nl^ 
jcct of our affectioiw, and the author of our Uvi 
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yo^i'thouglit no raoruoniiinaml his glorious lawff 
ihaii the (lust under ynur feet: and yau taught uh, 
hy ynur »xaitiplc, t» despitie liitn. Finallj, ytm 
saw us working out oai' dcatruction witli gi-erili- 
DOsxi Hnd ytt, alas! you never so much as onca 
suggested to us the consequence of our t'oify: wc 
an, thi'ivrure, consigned to t'ternal misery, and 
unUtttrable woea; hut you are the primary cause 
urtheuiall: it would have been well for us, if wc 
novt'v had been boi-u of such cruel and inconsider- 
ate parents." 

Serious, solemn considerations — Old tliat par- 
ents would lay them to heart, and act towards 
their children, as they will wish they bad done, 
when tiiey come to hid liiem an eternal adieu hcri^f 
or iippcar at the bar of Gud in company with tliem 
hereafter; if b'>. happy parents. The salutations 
and congratulations they will then receive from 
their olfspriiig. when laiinclied into eternity, will 
he m diametrically opposite to what I have first 
depicti'd, will be so transcendcntly glorious and 
exquisitely divine, as tu beggar description, and 
mock all jjuuian conception. 

Before i conclude. I will suggest a few spon- 
taneous thoughts relative to matrinuniial ullian* 
ces, -between what the world calls people of qitali^ 

It often happens, thai such [lersoiis consider 
riches as the nerves of tJie conjugal slate; hence, 
we ollcn find parents sacriliring their children's 
present peace and future prosperity' at the shrine 
of that greedy god, Maniinun. Uow often doea 
it happen, that an aviu'icious person will marry 
his daughter, pvrhaps nt>t more than nixljxm 
• years of age, to a man old enough to be her grand- 
father, merely because he is ridi; for the sake of 
filthy lucre, the girl is forced contcwy to her in- 



18S 



FEMALE C U ABA tun 



vlinatiuns (<Khkb, by tlio by in such cases a^ tb«88 
afC never consulted.) and iirevious engagcmciits, 
til give licr Iianil nnd pecHon to one man, while 
anollier {KtSijesses hev huart: tbo consequeiice ui 
whkli is, she is ]iliiiig(?d into a labyrinth of mise- 
ry, froin fcliicli nothing but Ocatit can relieve 
her— sho in almost conijH'Ilcd to be iiiirattliiul to 
)icr hoary tii-adeil hnsbantl. though kIig may be, 
by nature ami tilucatinn, vii-tuous. Fw, bow in 
it possible abo can llvo happy with a man 6fi ycai'« 
older than hersoli? Uh .' bow many bcaiitirul young 
wiimen liave been mined in lliis mangel', by tbeir 
pamimnnious jtarcnts.' SncJi parents, I will be 
bold to say. aie mtn-cguilly in tliesigtitot'l)eav- 
<^u, than the highway robber; for. he only takes 
llie traveller's money; but tbey rob their child of 
peace and tranquillity here, and place such i^tumb- 
ling-biwks, such inkincihle temptations, before 
Urr, that itcs alraoat iaiiKissiblc for ber to retain 
her integrity,* and, of courni^ she is plundei'cd 
at the shrine of avarice, of her present and eter- 
nal peaco. The vMigeaiice of etePnity will sure- 
ly be hurleil on the beads of sucU rruel and avaH- 
cioux parents: — far, far more guilty than the mid- 
night asaassin, whone dagger, |>erhaps, m the 
uilttimus that conveys bis victim to that glorious 
world w here the wicked cease fi'oni troubling, and 
the weary are foi-oi'er aE rest. 

It alniofit always happens, on surb marriages, 
that the lady, not withstand tug her virtue is un- 
suUicdt and ber {uudoiicc iii ummpoachablc, looa- 
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09 borgooil name; aspeopin consider it impnnt 
bic I'ur her to be lieiitimeiititlly, hh well n^ [iracl 
cully virtuouH, placed in such an intlelifafesitu; 
tion: ami lier old linRbaml. wpII roiiHiilcring cir- 
cuinslanccs, nsiturally >'itB]iecffl hrr of cotjuelry; 
for audi mpn geneniHy pnivc jealous hiDibaiicIs 
■wHen poasessetl of young wivcw; ami, imiced, tlie 
young libertine will naturally' lay siego to surIi 
lady's virtue, as lie susjicctH, tliat slie has every 
reANon to encourngc an irttrigue. Tims is 
brought into the very jaws of destruction by 
murderuiist imrents, and if .she miraciilmisly 
Ciqies the many suare« by wblel) nhe is _ 

ed, witlioutbuing contaiiiiiiiitiid. lior ;^ooil namn, 
which ii more prceionn Dilui gnltl nr silver, ivill 
undoubtedly be t>irtiislie<I liy calumny, and adul 
terated by the ccneontius; thus, at nil events, t " 
IH robbed of her invMird pwiie, a«d outward r 
pectftbility. hy her unn-lfnHng paieiilH, tow] 
the subsequent lijjBS of Shakbiware, are truly 
piicable: — 



ei-y 



■'Who Bteili my purge, ttcds lra4lii 

'Tisinmelhins, nolliiiiB-— 'iww mine, 'tishia 
And liHi boeti nhvc Ui lliuiisandsj 
But lip *liii (ilehes f>oiii me my goO'^ name, 
KnUa me af llut, wUlcIl iiDC eilHcheS llim, 
Bill miltcH me poor iiiiTccA." 



It .iom«timps happens* that very young wonld 
wiUinglj' marry old rnen. anil tlina sacrillfc thff 
(Avn ppr.'ious at Ihc shrlno of Manimonttliey s" 
fthnrcfore. not to be pitied, a.i they bring wrote 
ImlaeHH ajNin llieiunehes: they think when I.liey g 
rtchw 4b#y will set-hapi'y? *"**• al^is! they fi 
themselves wi-etchcdiy imstak<in; ttrcy find to tl 
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son'Dw, tliat ft))>tiACc, nlien clianged ton iirisaii. 
luSFH all Jts wnrth. 

nwwevcc. il liap)ictm tn them, just ua it hcfcl 
Elijali's siTvaiit. who tuok fi-imi Naainaii, the 
A»iyri«ti getiet-al, thu talents anil rlianges of rai- 
ment, wliirli liie master nobly rrftisccl to accept. 
Vp"li«n lie returned w liis master, the propliet, a 
«ui-s(; wan (icnmineed upon him fur his rovcloita- 
iicMN. and the leprosy of Ndatnan was that nirso; 
so. with Ills rirlios, he received a iliiiea^o that 
remlered tliem of no utility. Thus it is with 
those avaricious fair ones; they have ti> live with 
Hieii they i:aiiiiot love, as it uriv in a per]iPtual 
pfiHoii: they must submit to their ciiprire and .i>'u.l- 
ousy, and all for the love of money, which they 
ca.niiot eitjoy; for what are I'iches when compared 
to pence and ti'nnquillity uf mind? The cliarac- 
tei-s ofhuch Hilly avaricious fair ones are poiuled- 
l^- described byLwil Lyttletoni 
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It abaniloneLl pro 
ails ■ mUd : 



.Iluica »ro thej-, 
e fall apl-ey: 
1 wedded." 



But while these cases excite Our contempt, the 
misfortunes of the forruer ones excite Our warm- 
est commiseration; and not only for the females 
tliu» fdrcfid against their inclinations and prior 
engagements, but atiM for tho young men wliu 
have the erne) mortificatiun to see tlieir lovers 
forced frmn theli- em b rarcfl, hy pateina l ^ inflexr- 
bility./'SiicK~~ci'iiel proceedings have pfodwccu' 
."inany"!! suicide; and brought many a loving coti-] 
' pit) through complicated scenes of sorrow and, 
|_w(w, to a jtrc mature death, f " ' 

Those who ai-e unacquainted with the force To 
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jnvpiiili' nttnclitnents, will laugh ftt (he stippos^ 
tibn as r hi II I eric al and romantic: for, 

None Itnow tlieir grief but llicy wl.o lovM • 
They, only they oan li»!i"llieit sorrows tcllj 
Thtae, only these c*n pity, weep, unil mc 
Those cannot Bymputhize wUo ne*tr felt. 

However snprrficiiil or iinnginary it may lie I 
itsplf, I will not aUfnipt to define. 'I'll' 
I can conHilentlv assert, as a Htiibbnrn and niclai 
clmly^fagtj aj[t"ti ontic H teii by tlie e xT>«rieiicti nf a- 
ges, t'lat ilihiipiiointvil lo ve baj J slai n its thous^ 
and H of I heliuinan fa m ilji;; ami a great [woiiortio 
of tiTeroT tlTrough theinllcixibility ami caprifioud 
ness of inateniul impnliry^. pt-iiuriotm sulicitud^ 
«r family pride. Hiiw many cruel parcnU, 
mifi'e than savage insensibility, Imvu Hiirrilic^ 
their ctiililren's present and eternal bapjiinesf 
fore tliey would rclin<|uisli a paiHicle oftUeir 
timental priiluanil liereditiu-y pretensions! Crt ( 
parents! Surely tlie tyrarniy of a M^naHKch, tEfp 
banghtiness of a NebtichadnozzHr, or ibe volup-t 
tiiousnessotan Alexander, «ili be more tol'-rablo' 
inthoday of Juilgmcnt than the coniAtct of gui:]|,' 
parents. 

1 will take the liberty to close this cliAptci 
a description of the ill-fated Iim e and tragical e. 
of Palcmou, abridged from Falconer's Shipv reel 
The writer, iio <hmbt, drew the iiicidciifs of 1 
pathetic tale from I'eal life, and it is nn 
probable, from his own cxperienci-, as li 
roinmon sailor vvhcti bo wrutc it. andundoni'tnj 
ly say better iJaj%. Tlie erudition, n 
§'tylc, and sterling merit displa,>«'d in hrK wl 
lings, demonstrate thai ho was a man of Ha^ 
cat cdttcatiou, as well as cxtraurdinarjr poetid 
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talents, which would do honor to a Pope, or even 
a Milton, especially when we contrast the ad van- 
tages of. the one party for displaying their talents, 
with the disadvantage of the other. 

Our author, whose name was William Falcon- 
er, Johnson, in his Lives of the Poets, informs 
us *'was a native of Scotland, hrcd to the sea ser- 
vice, in which he spent the greatest part of his life 
in a vei-y low situation. He displayed his poeti- 
cal talents, at an early age, by the publication, 
at Edinburg, of "A Poem, sacred to the. Memory 
of His Royal Highness, Frederick, Prince of 
Wales,'* 8 vo. 7751, In the course ofliis sea life 
he appears to have reajiy exjKJsrienced the dangers 
so feelingly described in his poem, entitled "IVic 
Shipwreck,^^ printed in 1762. The publication 
of this work drew him from the obscurity of his 
situation; he was patronized by the Duke of York, 
to whom he addix^ssed an ode, on his second de- 
])arture from England as Rear Admiral, and soon 
after received the appointment of Purser to the 
Royal George. In 1769 he published a *'Marine 
Dictionary,'* an acknowledged useful work, and 
soon afterwards embarked on board tlie Aurora 
to settle in the East Indies. In December, 1769, 
lie arrived at the Cape of Good Ilo])e, I'vom wljence 
he sailed soon after. These were tlie last tidings 
of the sliip, which was never heard of afterwards. 
It is generally supposed to have taken fire, and 
that all the crew perished, 

<*Palemo]rs heart for beauteous Anna bled. 
For her a secret flame liis bosom fed, 
j^or let the wretched slaves of folly scorn 
^rMs g-enuine passion, Nature's eldest born! 
'Twas his With lastinif aniLMiish to complain, 
While blooming- Anna mo;jrn"d the cause in vain. 
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« *fcaceful of form, by natore tiuglit lo j.Itisa, 
Of powcf to mcll the femak breast with enac; 

toldhh tcniltr tale. 
Soft ts tlie voioe of summer's evoninff gafe 
'O'erjoy'd, he saw her lovely eyes relen% 
The blushing Riaid«n str.il'd with Bwect consent. 

oi'a neiglib'rinK grove, 
Unbesrd, they brc«th'd nUernsie vuwa ol" Ipv* t 
By fond eOciety Iheir (inSBtoa gN!W. 
Like the young blaasotn fed with vernal dev. 

jiir th' officious tojig-ue of Fame 
Betray'd ilie secret of iheir mutual flame. 
With grief »nd anger tiniggling at his braasl, 
P^leman't father beard the tale coufest. 
l.ong hud .he liiten'i! *ith suspicious ear, 
iAnd learnt, sajacieus, this event to fear. 
FToQ (cell, fair youth thy libc^ral heart he knew, 
^Lhvari to nature's warm impreEsioni true! 
Full oft his wisdom strore with friiitlets toil. 
With avarice to pollute that scnerous soil. 
Thai soil, impregnated with nobler seed, 
Rcfiii'd the culture of 90 rnnk a weed. 
I Klate with veKtth, in active commerce woii, 
■ And basking in tlie smile of Fortune's aim. 
With scorn the pirent ey'd ttie lowly sliadc. 
That veil'd the beiutiea of tliis chsrming maid. 
InJigiiafitherebuk'd the enanoiir'U boy, 

ring promise of his future joy' 
He >oath'd and nienao''d. ancious to rccUin» 

s bopreless passion «i divert its aim; 
on led the youth where circling Joys delight 
The ravish'd lena*. or henuly chums Ihe slgUti 
With hU her poirers encbantinn music failM, 
And pleasure"! syren voice no more prevail'd- 

rchanl tindliii^ then with proud di«<!aiii. 
In look and voice nssitm'd a liarsher strain, 

tiii only bo^ieremain'ri; 
And luch the stern derrce his will oTdau|\l, 
Deep anguisli, while Palemon heard bis dodDi, 

17 
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Drew o'er his Ipvelj'face (i saddening gloom. 

In vain with bitter sorrow he repifi'd. 

No tender pity touch'd that sordid mind; 

To thee, brave Albert, was the charge consigned. 

The stately ship forsaken England's -shore. 

To regions far remote Pal em on bore. 

Incapable of change th' unhappy youth 

Still lov'd fair Anna with eternal truth; 

From clime to clime an exile doom'd to roam^ 

His heart still panted for its secret home. 

'•The mooii had circled twice her wayward zone. 
To him aince young Arion first was known: 
AVho, wandering here through many a scene renowned 
In Alexandrians port the. vessel found; 
Where, anxious to review his native shore, ^ 

He on the roaring w ave embarkM once more« . 
Oft by pale Cynthia' s melancholy light, — V 

With him Pulcmon kept the watch of night; 
In whose sad bosom many a sigh supprest, 
Some painful secret of the soul confest. 
i*er]ia])s Arion soon the cause divin'd. 
The' shunning still to probe a wounded mincl^ 
He felt the chastity of silent woe. 
The' glad the balm of comfort to bestow; 
He, Vv'ilh Palemon, oft recounted o'er 
The tales of hapless love in ancient lore, 
llecallM lo memory by th' adjacent shore. 
The scene thus present, audits story known, 
The lover sighM for sorrows not his own. 
Thus, tho' a recent date their friendship hcTCs 
Soon the ripe roeta.1 own'd the quJck'ning ore: 
Tor in one tide their passions seem'd to roll^ 
Wy kindred age, and sympathy of soul. 

**These o'er th' inferior naval tra'm preside 
The course determine, or the commerce guide 
O'er all the rest, an undistinguished crew! 
Her wing of deepest shade oblivion drew. 
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■ "4 sutlea UngaoT »till ili6 skies oppre«t 
.\nJ heJii ih' unwilling sliip in strong iirre«, 
lligli ill his chariot glon-'iJ !.tie Ininp of (Ju>', 
U'cr (da (taniiiig Viitk mcritliBn clijr. 
StliiK'J frarn toil tlic siiilor» rxng^ the abare, 
Whrre famine, war, niitl slonn we fell no morC;' 
The hour to social pleasure they resign. 
And liUck reniembrance drown in generous wine. 
On deck, beneilh the sWline; canvass spread 
Rodmonda rueful tale of wonders read, 
Ordragans roaring on the eaohanled consi. 
The hideous goblin and the yelling ghost — 
But. «vilh Anon, from the sultry heat 
•roDon, Palemon sought a cool retrett. 
And la! the shore w!lh mo-urnrul prospects cpowfl'J 
■The rampnrt tortv with many a fatal wound; 
The ruia'd bulwurfc lotterlng o'er the strandi 
Sew«U the strolco of war's tremendous hand, 
What scenes of woe this hipless isle Q*eripread* 

mil twice twelve BummerB were yon lowers ft asall'd 
Tilt iiarlrarous Oltomaitjit last prei-ail'd; 
IVIille tl'iioilering mines the lovely plains o'crl 
IVhilv beroes fell, and ilocncs and temples bur 

"Dirt uaw before tbcm li«ppier scenes wise': 
Elyilin vules salute tiielr ravish Meyesi 
Olive and cedar forniM a. gnLltiful shsde. 
While light with B»y tomaiitic crrov stray 'd. 
The myrtle* here witli fond cnressei twine. 
There, rich With neetar, mells the pregnant v 
And, fo^ the ilreini. renownVl iii qUsvic (onj 
Sad Lethe, g'lides the silent vale along. 



• 7'ie inlf-Uiqtnt rtadtr ivill readilg diKtrtr, Ihal U 
ttmitrka allude to fis eiier taemnrulrU »ir-Hf of Cant 
iohichKas taken frem the ftitttiani If/ lAc Turktii 
16^9/ being thtn tJtntidettd (U impregnaik, and otm 
«f tht mwt formidiAh ftrlrtii in Iht vnivvtr. 
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On mossy banks, beneath the citron grove, ^ 

Th« youthful wsndererB fouiiil a wild «lcover 
Soft o'er tbe fhiry region languor stole. 
And wjlh sweet melaiiclioly charm't! the soul- 
Here iirst Palemon. while his pensive mind n- 
For conaoUtion on his friend reclia'd. 
In pity's bleeding bosom pour'd the stresm 
ef love's soft anguish, and of grief supreme— 
Too true thy words! — by aweet remernbrance tsugbt, " 
My heart in secret bleeds with tender thought; 
in vain it courts the solitary shade. 

By every action, every look betray'd' — ,,' . 

The pride of e'enerous woo disdains appeal 
To hearts that anFelentin^ frosts congeal. .■ ■ 

Yet sure, if right Falemon can divine, 
The sense of gentle pity dwells in thine. 
Yes! all bis irares Ihy sympathy shall know, 1;.;^. 

And prove tbe kind companioa of his woe. '', -*■ 

"Albert, ttiQtt kutwf'st 'n'-.'Ce, %\\\\ and ficicneo grstWij- 
In humble station tho' by fortune pi ae'di 
Yet never seaman morp SL-reiiely brave 
Led Britain's conquering squadrons o'er the wave. ^ ■ 
Where full in view Augusta's spires are seen, 
With flowery 1i^n«. and waving: trcods betw-eeni 
A peaceful' dwelling stands id modest pride, 
Where Thalnes, ilojv^ winding, rolls bis ample li^f!. 
There live tbe hope and pleasure of tii^ life, 
A pious dadghter, with a failbful wife. 
For hit return, witli fond of&ciout care. 
Still every grateful objei:^ these, prep arej ; ,., 

Whatever canallopc the smell or aight, ^ ,- 
Or wake the drbopin j tpirita to delighU > -' 

"This blooitiin(rmaid in ^irtile's path to gwid^ 
Her anjioua pareiita an their cares apply'd.. 
Her spotlesa aoul, where toft ODIi>paBsion^|«*{t^ 
No vice uniun'd, nt> aicksniDg folly atain^'' 
Not fairer grows the-lily tif the V«Ie, : ; : '' 
Whose bvwni^entitt'tbentfutfWf:.' "• 
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tier eyct unconscious of tlieir fi>Ul cliarms, 
ThriirU every bckHwitli eKiiuiiile Bl»rmsj 
Her face, in beauty's sweet, tttraclion ilresi, 
TlietmJIe ol' m utile ti IniioceiicecipMiiB'di 
Wliile be»U'i, tliBt rjaei with the newborn tlij-, 
Breaih'd o'er licr clieck tlie joft<st blusTi of M»)-. 
Still 11 her luok eompUeeoee Bmil'il serene. 
She movM llie eUarmer oftUc rut*laceiie- 

'■T»'3S at tliit season when tlic fields resume 
TLeir loveliest hues, sTray'd in vernU bloom; 
Yon ship, rich t>eighteil f>()m the Italian chorC) 
ToThame'i fair bunks her costly tribute borCi' 
IThilc thus my falliersaw Li« ample lioaril, 
'From this return, w'lh recent treasures stur'rf; 
He, with affairs of commerce chnrgM he Kent 
To Allien"* Humble minsiuu; soon [went. 
Too soon, alas! unAonaciu us of tli' event- 
There, struck witli lueet surprise and siUnl awe. 



^^here wounded Brat by love's ■ 

My gloul n g boi um llirobb'J_^«;lth strange •larms 

Hy «ver charmlnfT Annul who afoiie 

'Can all the frowns of cruel fate atonC} 

Oh! while nil conscious (namory holds her power. 

Can I forget thai sweetly painful hour. 

When from those eye*, with lovely lighiiilog fraughEd 
My fliitiering spirits first ilm'infeoOoncnujfhtj 
When, aslguu'd, my fttlcring luiigue bctri} V 
The heart's (juick tumulti., orrefus'd its alil-. 
While ihc dim iighi my ravJali'd eyes forsook. 
And every llnb unsti'uii^ with terror shook! 
Wi:h all her powers disteiiting reason slrovc 
To tame alRnttUekindlin); flame of luve; 
She strove in vain! subdu'd hy thsrmii divine, 
Hy soul a victim fell at beauty's sUrinc, 

TSftOom the din of buMli«^ life I stray'd, 

^n, happier scenes, to see my lovely maid. 
Tall oft, where Thames hli wanderinir curretil lii^ 
Ve rov'd at vreninghour thro' flowciY oiukIv 
17* 



ifiH FEMALE CHARACTER 

There, while my heart's soft anguish I reveal'd. 
To her with tender sighs my hope appealed. 
While the sweet nymph my faithful tale belieT'd, 
Her snowy breast with secret tumult heaVM: 
For, train'd in rural scenes from earliest youth, 
Nature was hers, and innocence and truth< 
She never knew the city damsel's art, 
AVhose frothy pertness charms the vacant heartt 
My suit prevailed; for love informed mj tongue. 
And on his' votary's lips persuasion hung. 
Her eyes with conscious sympathy withdrew. 
And o'er her cheek the rosy current flew. 
Thrice happy hours! where with no dark allay, 
Liife's fairest sunshine gilds the vernal day.' 
For here the sigh that soft affection heaves, 
From stings of sharper woe the soul relieves. 
Elysian scenes, too happy long to last! 
Too soon a storm the smiling dawn o'ercast! 
Too soon some demon to my father bore 
The tidings that his heart with anguish tore.—. 
My pride to kindle with dissuasive voice, 
A while he labored to degrade my choice; 
Then, in the whirling wave of pleasure, sought 
From its lov'd object to divert my thought, 
rwith equal hope he might attempt to bind, 
Ijn chains of a«kimant, the lawless wind: 
For love had aim'd the fatal shaft too sure; 
Hope fed the wound, and absence knew no cure. 
With alienated look, each art he saw 
gtill baffled by superior Nature's law. 
His anxious mind on various schemes revolv'di 
At last on cruel exile he resolv'd. 
The rigorous doom was fixM! alas! how vain 
To him of tender unguish to complain! 
His soul, that never love's sweet influence felt. 
By social sympathy could never melt; 
With stern command to Albert's charge he gave, 
To waft Palemon o'er the distant wave. 
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■*The ihip ws* l%dtn and prepArM to siih 
,(nd 011I7 WKiteil now tbe lending gftle. 
*TvM ours, in Ihutsml period, first to prove 
The hewt-fell torments of dc3p»irinE Jove. 
TK' impatient wUli thitt ncv«c R-els reposci 
Desire tUat with perpetual curreut Hotv): 
The fluDtuiCing panga of hope iintl fear; 
.Iny dlBtanl stiil, .nd sorrow ever new! 
Thui. while the puigi of I li-oiig'bt severer grew^ 
The western breezes inninpioioiia blew. 
Hastening the monient of our hit adieu. 
Tlie icMcl parled oti tliefiJIing tide; 
Tel time one sacred hour lo lovo Eupply'4, 
The night n-aj silent, and advancing fast. 
The moon o'et riiame* her ailver mantle cast 
Impaiieat hopu tUe miilniglit path cxplnr'd, 
And led me to the nympli my aoul adord. 
Soon her qiiiok fuolstepa struck tny list'ning ear. 
She cams oonfcatl the lovtly maid dre« near! 
But ah! what fotoe of language can imparl 
\h' impetuous joy that glow'd in either heart! 
O! ye. whose melting' hearts are forin'ijto prove 
The trembling ecsldcies ofEenuiiie lave! 
When with delicious agonf, the iJtoiiglit 
Is to the verRs of high delirium wrought; 
Vaur secret iympathy alone can tell 
What raptures then the thrubhing bosom awelN 



fo'eralUlie nervea wh 
Vwhile love with sweet 






lelU tt 



"In transport lost, by trembling hope Imprest. 
The blushing virgin iiink upon my bresat: 
While her'a congenial beal with fond alarnu, 
Dissolting aoftuBas! paradise of charniE; 
Flaib'd from our eye» in warm iranafiiiion flew 
Our blending tplrils. Hat each oilier drew r 
O, blias aiiprcme? where virtue's self cm melt 
With joy* that guilty pleajui** ne»*r felt! 
Form'd to refine tlje thought with chaste <{e*tf«, 
^nd KiitdU aweet affeetioti'i {Mirctt Grcl 
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Ah ! wherefbre should my hopeless lbv«» she cries^ 
^Vhile sorrow burst with interrupting sighs^ 
Forever destiri'd to lament in vain, 
Such flfttteriog fond ideas entertain^ 
My heart thro' scenes of fair illusion stray'd 
To joj's decreed for some superior maid. 
'Tis mine to feel the sharpest stings of grief 
Where never gentle hope aifords relief, 
^o then, dear youth! thy father's rage atone; 
[jknd-let thistorturM bosom beat alone! 
The hovering anger yet thou may'st appease; 
Go then, dear youth ! nor tempt the faithless ses^ 
Find out some happier daughter of the town. 
With fortune's fairer joys thy love to crown; 
Where smiling o'er thee with indulgent ray^ 
JProsperity shall hail each new-born day. 
Too well thou know'st good Albert's niggard fate> 
III fitted to sustain thy father's hate: 
Go then, 1 charge thee, by thy generous lore. 
That fatal to my father thus may prove! 
On me alone let dark affliction fall! 
Whose heart for thee will gladly suffer all. 
Then haste thee hence, Palemon, ere too late.. 
Jfor rashly hope to brave opposing fate, 

<<She ceas'd; while anguish In her angel face 
O'er all her beauties show'd celestial grace, 
Not Helen, in her bridal charms array *d. 
Was half so lovely as this gentle maid. 
O, soul of all my wishes! Ireply'd, 
Can that soft fabric stem affliction's tide! 
Canst thou, fair emblem of exalted truth! 
To sorrow doom the summer of thy youth; 
And. I, perfidious! all thy sweetness see 
Consign'd to lasting misery for me? 
Sooner this moment may the eternal doom 
Palemon in the silent earth enlomb! 
Attest thou moon, fair regent of the night! 
Whose lustre sickens at this mournful sight:. 
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^y altThc paog» div i ded lover s feel, 
Th»t tweet possession only knows to Iienl; 
By all ihe horrors brooding' o'er ths deep, 
Wher? fate and ruin aaU dominion keepi 
Tho' IjTant duty o'er me threst'ning stan^Si • 

And cliiros obedience to her stern cgmmnndSi 
/Should fortune cruel or auspicious provcT' — -^ 
■Jcrjm Ue o r fjown^hall, "ever eiiange my love3 
My hesrt thK now nnut ewpiy j(>y reaig'n^ 
Incapable of change is only thine!— 
O, cease to v/tep! this storm will yet decay, 
And these sad clouds of sorrow melt away. 
While through theruflfed path of life we gOj 
All mortali taste the bitterdraughts nf woe. 
The fin'd and great, decreed to equal pain, 
Pull oft in splendid wretchedness complain. 
VoT this progperlty, with brightcF rayi 
In smiling contrast gildi our viul day. 
Thou too, sweet maid! et? l*is? ten months are o'e 
, Shalt hail Palemon to his native shore, 
tyhece nnver intereat shftll dlTide us more. 

•'Her struggling: soul, o'erwhelm'd trilhtMider g 
Now found an interval of abort rel left 
So mella the surface of the frozen stream; 
Beneath the wintry sun's departing beam. 
With warning haste the shades of night withdrew, 
And gave the Eignil of a sad adieu. 
As on my neck th' afHicted maiden buns, 
A thousand racking doubti her spirits wrunj". 
She wept the terror! of tha fearful wiie. 
Too oft, alas! the vindcrinf; lover's grave! 
With soft penuksiqn 1 dlipL-lI'd her feaTi 
And from her ch^ek beguil'd the falling tew. 
While dying fondqess languiah'd in her eye», 
She pour'd her soul to heaven in suppliant sighi-r- 

•■I,ook down with pity, oh! ye powers abont, 
S^ito beu tl^e sad coinpUiat of bleeding lovet' 
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Ye, who tlie tecret taws of f»te pxplore. 
Alone can tell if fie'returna no more i 
Or, if the liour of fulurejoy remain. 
Long wiah'datoncroant of Ion (^suffer* d pain! 
JJid every guardian minister attenilj 
And from all ill tl^e much lov'd youth defend! 
With grief o'erwficLn'il we "p»rted twice in vain. 
And urE'il hy&lrong aitnchmenl met ag»io. 
At last," ftj cruel fotliinplorn apart'. 
While tender pission strean.'-d iii either hesrt; 
Our eyes trsnsfiK'd with agoniiing look. 
One sadlarewell, obc last embrace vre look. 
Forlarn ofhope the lovely msidi left. 
Pensive and pale, of every Joy ^irert, 
'She lo her silent couch relir'd to weep, 
■ While her Sad awain embaiVd upon the deep. 

'■His tale thus clo^'d, from sympathy of^iel^ 
Falemon's hoaoin felt a tweet relief. 
' ^^^V-Ipiess "bird, "thus raviiVd "from the sUiei, 
Where all forlorn his lov'd companion aies. 
In secret lon^ bewails l.is cni(.I fate, 
Willi fond remembrance of liis winged mate: 
"Till grown ftmiliar with a foreigti truii, 
Composed Bt ICDftli, his 'BBdi^>»u1>liii{r*tnIa 
In sweet obllTJon ebanaa the Knae ofpaiA, 

■■Ye tender TnaidBi, id w^iM^pf^tlietlc soult 
. Compassion's sacred strcKidlinpettiliUB rolli; 
-Whose warm viFectiolM cxquisttelf ffcel 
The secret woundjiau trewUe to rereaU 
Ah! may no 'frandtfrer'of the ftithleu iaain . 
Tour through your bnaM the soft delifiiionl bane! 
Hay never fatal teBderfiessappTOiw . 
The fond cffusialVi of their ardent 1of«. 
O! warn'd by fiicB&Up's couniel learn to tbun 
^he fatal path where thounind* are undoMii 

>'N6w.«s^he yanfhii -retutnin^ a^cr^be plain. 
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The gmccful lover, furniM In Nature's pfldc. 
His frame llie litppiesi syinmttry diaplayd; 
And locks of wavin;^ {(old his- neck arraj-'il. 
In every look the Paphian fftices s!\ine, 
Soft-breathijig o'er lik cheek theit bloom divln*. 
With liglilen'U heart he smil'd ifrenely g»y. 
Like young AUonis ov the aon of Sliiy. 
Not Cytherek ftam a fairor ■wain 
Roceiv'd her apple on the Trojan ^Initi,-' 

"The njn'« bright orb dcclimngr all serene,, 
Sow gUnt'd obliquely e'er tlie wuoJUnd scene. 
Creation smiles iiroum), on rvrry ipTty 
The warbling hirds eiall llieir evening lay. 
Blithe skipping o'er yon hill, the fleecy tmin 
Join the deep-chorus of the lowing plaini 
The golden jiaieand orange there were seen, 
Un fragrant brkucho of perpetual green. 
The crystal strcamK thai velreiipeadows lave. 
To the green ocean roll «-ilh chiding wave. 
The glassy ocean liush'd forffet* lo roar, 
Bm trembling murmurs on the sandy shore: 
And lo! his surface, levely to behold, 
Riows in the mesl, a sea of living gold' 
While all above, a thousund liveries gay 
The skies with pomp inWiible array. 
Arabian sweets perfume the happy plains: 
AboTe, beneath, uroun.1 inebantnicM reignsr 
While yet tbe ahadcJE, on lime's clemfti scale, 
tVili; long vi bration^ Jecf_en o^rthe vale^^ 
fwliile yet the songUers of the voc»l grove I 
Ij^ith dy ing lumbe rs tune the^O'il to love;/ 
WitTjoy*'"' 'yes "'' atlentlve mast^Tiees 
Th' aiisnieio uB oiBfp a of an eastern breeze. — 
Now radiant Vtsacjlcailslbe starry Itnin, 
And nighl slow draws her veil o'er Unil and mwq: , 
Hounti the charged bovfl the iuiltfrs form a ring, 
By turutccouDt the wocdrout tate oriiPSi 
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As love or battle, hardships ofthe rtiBin, 

Or genial wine, awake their lioTntly strirtij - "'. 

Then some the watch of niftht alternsle keep, l'^}^ 

The reit lie busied in oblivioui sleep. -i.t^. 

"Deep midnlg-ht now invoUes the liquidskie*! ' '■ 
While infant brec/es from the shore arise, 
The waning moon behind a watery shroud, '^ ■, 

Pa'le glim met' d o'er the long'-prolracted cloud. ■ . '■ 

A mlghly ring' around her ailver throne, ~''~% 

With partinjr meteors crossed, portentaus shone- ''^y- 
This in the troubled sky full oft prevails, ' ,s,.^.: 

Oftileemed a signal of lempestuous galea. F^. V '^ . ;;■. 
While young ArJon sleeps, before his sight , '". ■/' 
Tumultuous swim the visions ofthe night, :'- ■ 

Now blooming Anns, with her happy swain, ,^.. 

Approach'd the sacred hymeneal fane; -,' 

And funeral pomp and weeping I.ovcs are seen: '■■ 'f 
Sow with PalemoD up a rocky steep, ■' jjj 

Whose summit trembles o'er the roaring deep. 
With painful step he climb'd: while far above 
B.weet 4'nnft cbtiTOi'd them with the voies tf l9.Tt, 
Then ludden trom.th*Mlififcty. faq^ht th^ ftrtii 
While dreadful yawn'd b^haikhthe jaVs of ttell. . 
Amid this fecrftil tnjice,. a tha«4^'>'ij-^onnd 
He heartland -lb ri«e~ the boUo^l^dccks rkbrntai. 
Upstarting froHi his «Ovc}i| on-deel^.hc spruaff, 
Thrice with abrill ni»te th« boatswain's whittle ru^g, : 
Ml hattii$ vtmoer! proeWi^ft bohboraQs cryi 
AUhands unwM^! tbe cavern r.ocka repljl 
Rous'd f>om^<^ol«, RtOft thenitan-vwBna; — ■• - 
And with th&rleyel-saoon the vin<ll*<a arm.* 



■Th« ivindlasi ia « sort of la^e rolUr, Used to wind 
in tbe cable, or heaire ^p the aAchoT. Kiatdmed about 
vertically by a flomber of l^ngi^ars or lefeiii in which 
C{>eratifin il :a preVent^td AvB) 'KomI'iV' ^f *^ paul^ 
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The order given, up-springing with a bound. 

They lodge the bars, and wheel their engine round: 

At every turn the clanging pauls resound. 

Uptorn reluctant from its oozy cave. 

The ponderous anchor rises o'er the wave. 

Along their slippery roasts the yards ascend. 

And high in airt he canvass wings extend. 

Hedoubling cords the lofty canvass guide. 

And thro' inextricable mazes glide. 

The lunar rays with long reflection gleam. 

To light the vessel o'er the silver stream; 

Along the glassy plain serene she glides, 

While azure radiance trembles on her sides. 

From east to north the transient breezes plsty. 

And in th' Egyptian quarter soon decay. 

A calm ensues; they dread th' adjacent shore; 

The boats with rowers arm'd are sent before; 

With cordage fasten'd to the loflty prow^ 

Aloof to sea the stately ship they tow.* 

The nervous crew their sweeping oars extend. 

And pealing shouts the shcn'e of Candia rend. 

Success attends their skill; the danger's o'er. 

The port is doubled and beheld no more. 

"Now morn, her lamp pale-glimmering on the sight, 
Scattei-'d before her van reluctant Night* , 

She comes not in refulgent pomp array'd. 
But sternly frowning, wrapt in sullen shade. 
Above incumbent vapors, Idalrs height. 
Tremendous rock! emerges on the sight. 
North-east the guardian isle of Standia lies; 
And westward Freschin's woody capes arise. 

"The natives, while the ship departs the land, 
Ashore with admiration gazing stand. 



*Towing is the operation of drawing a ship forward, 
iiy means of ropes, extended from her forepart, to one 
or more of the boats rowing before her. 
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Majestically slow, before the breeze, 

Iq silent pomp she inarches on the seas* 

Her milk white bottom casts a softer gpleam, 

While trembling thro' the green translucent stream. 

High o^er the poop, the flattering winds unfurl'd 

Th' imperial flag that rules the watery world* 

Deep-blushing armors all the tops invest. 

And warlike trophies either quarter dressM; 

Then towerM the masts; the canvass swell'd on high| 

And waving streamers floated in the sky. 

Thus the rich vessel moves in trim array, 

J:iike some fair virgin on her bridal day. 

Thus, like a swan she cleaves the wat'ry plain. 

The pride and wonder of the ^gean main! 

<<Now^ while on high the freshening gale she feels^ 
The ship beneath her lofty pressure reels. 
Th' auxiliar sails that court a gentle breeze. 
From their high stations sink by slow degrees. 
The watchful ruler of the helm no more, 
With fix'd attention, eyes the adjacent shore; 
But by the oracle of truth below. 
The wondrous magnet guides the wayward prow. 
The wind, that still th' impressive canvass swell'd^ 
Swift and more swift the yielding bark impell'd. 
Four hours the sun his high meridian throne 
Kad left, and o'er atlantic regions shone; 
Still blacker clouds, that all the skies invade. 
Draw o'er his sullied orb a dismal shade. 
A squall deep low'ring blots the southern sky. 
Before whose boisterous breath the waters fly, 
Jts weight the topsails, can no more sustain, 
Beef topsails, reef, the boatswain calls again! 

«<Now, borne impetuous o'er the boiling deeps. 
Her course to Attic shores the vessel keeps: 
The pilots, . as the waves behind her swell, 
Still with the wheeling stern their force repeL 
High o*er the poop tV audacious seas aspire, 
(fproWd in hills of fluctuating fire. 
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while the wM'ry wilderncBs he roams, 
, Inccns'd to levcnrold rage the TKinpest foamSi 
And o'er the trembling pines, above, below, 
Shrill thro' the corjage howls, with notes of woe- 
Now thunders, wafled from the burning zone. 
Growl from afar, ■ denf and tiullow groan! 
The ship's high butilements. la either side 
For erct rocking, drinlt the briny tide: 

eem'd, the writhful angel of the wind 
HaJ all the horroN of the ikiet combin'd; 
And here, to one iH-fatcd ship appaa'i, 

once tlie drcudful mif^azine diseloi'd. 

t lo! at last, fvom tenfold darkncia born*. 
Forth issues o'er the wave the weeping tnorn^ 

e cheering dswn of light propitious bringf, 
. nalurc smilinff haii'd the vivid rsy, 
Tliat gave her beauties to returning Way ; 
All but our ship that, groaning on tlie tide. 
No kind relief, no gleam of hope descry'd. 
For now, in front, her trembling innatca see 
The hills of Greece, emerging on the tee. 
So the lost lover views thai ratal mcrii, 
rtn which forever from his bosom lorn, 
^.Thc nymph ador'd resigns lier btoomrng charms 
To htcss with love some happier rival's arms. 
. [To to Eliza dawn'd that cruel day, 
rThat tore .£neaa fl'oln her arms awayi 
That saw him parting, never to return. 
Herself in funeral flames decreed to burn: 
Oyet in clouds, tliou genial source oflighi, 
Conceal thy radiant glories from our sight! 
Oo, with thy smile adorn the happy plain. 
And gild the scenes where heattli and pleasure rei 
But let not here, in scorn thy wanton beam 
ItMulltlie dreadful gr;(ndeur of aiy theme' 
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"Bat now the Athenian mountains they descry. 
And o'er the sur^ Colonna frowns on high; 
Besides the cape's projecting verge are placM 
A range of columns, long by time defac'd} 
First planted by devotion to sustain, 
In elder times, Tritonia's sacred fane. 
Foams the wild beach below with mad'ning rage, 
IVhere waves and rocks a dreadful combat wage. 

"With mournful look the seamen ey'd the strand, 
Where death's inexorable jaws expand; 
Now, on the trembling shrouds, before, behind^ 
In mute suspense they mount into the wind.*— 
The genius of the deep on rapid wing. 
The black eventful moment seem'd to bring. 
The steersmen now received their last command 
To wheel the vessel sidelong to the strand. 
Twelve sailors on the foremast who depend^ 
High on the platform of the top ascend; 
Fatal retreat! for while the plunging prow 
Immerpjes headlong in the waves below, 
Down prest by wat'ry weight the bowsprit bends> 
And from above the stem deep-crashing rends. 
Beneath her beak the floating ruins lie,* 
The foremast totters, unsustain'd on high: 
And now the ship, fore-lifted by the sea, 
Hurls the tall fabrick backward o'er her lee: 
"While in the general wreck, the faithful stay 
Brags the main topmast from its post away, 
Finns: from the mast the seamen strive in vain^ 
Thro' hostile floods their vessel to regain. 
The waves they buffet, till bereft of strength, 
D'erpower'd they yield to cruel fate at length, 
frhe hostile waters close around their head, 
fThey sink forever, number'd with the deadl 
Those who remain their fearful doom await. 
Nor longer mourn their lost companions' fate. 
The heart that bleeds with sorrows all its own. 
Forgets the pangs of friendship to bemoan.-^- 
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"And now lash'd on by destiny severe, 
"With horror fraught, the dreadful scene drew near! 
The ship hangs hovering on the ver^e of death, 
Ilell yawns, rocks rise, and breakers roar beneath. 
In vain, alas! the sacred shades of yore 
Would arm the mind with philosophic' lore; 
In vain they^d teach us, at the latest breath, 
To smile serene amid the pangs of death, 
£'en Zeno^s self, and Epictetus old. 
This fell abyss had shudder'd to behold. 
Had Socrates, for godlike virtue fam'd. 
And wisest of the sons of men proclaimed. 
Beheld this scene of frenzy and distress. 
His soul had trembled to its last recess!-— 
O yet confirm my heart, ye powers above. 
This last tremendous shock of fate to prove. 
The tottering frame of reason yet sustain! 
Nor let this total ruin whirl my brain! 

**In vain the cords and axes were prepared. 
For now th' audacious seas insult the yard; 
High o'er the ship they throw a horrid shade. 
And o'er her burst in terrible cascade. 
Uplifted on the surge,-' to heaven she flies, 
fler shatter'd top half buried in the skies; 
Then head long plunging thunders on the ground. 
Earth groans! air trembles! and the deep resoun/d. 
Her giant bulk the dread concussion feels. 
And quivering with the wound, in torment reels. 
So reels convulsed with agonizing throes. 
The bleeding bull beneath the murd'rer's blows. 
Again she plunges! hark! a second shock 
Tears her strong bottom on the marble rock! 
Down on the vale of death, with dismal cries. 
The fated victims shuddering roll their eyes. 
In wild despair; while yet another stroke, 
Wltii deep convulsion, rends the solid oak; 
Till like the mine, in whose infernal cell 
The lurking demons of destruction dwell, 
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At length asunder torn, her frame divides. 
And crashing spreads in ruin o'er the tides. 

<*0! were it mine with tuneful Maro's art. 
To wake to sympathy the feeling heart; 
Xtike him the smooth and mournful verse to dress 
In all the pomp of exquisite distress! 
Then too severely taught by cruel fate 
To share in all the perils I relate, 
Then might I with unrivalM strains deplore 
Th' impervious horrors of a leeward shore, 

<<As o^er the surge the stooping mainmast hung. 
Still on the rigging thirty seamen clung; 
Some, struggling, on a broken crag were cast. 
And there by oozy tangles ^appled fast; 
Awhile they bore th' overwhelming billows rage. 
Unequal combat with their fate to wage; 
Till all benumb'd and feeble they forego 
Their slippery hold, and sink to shades below. 
Some from the main-yard-arm impetuous thrown 
On iDarble ridges, die withouta groan. 
Three with Palemon on their skill depend. 
And from the wreck on oars and rafts descend. 
Now on the mountain wave on high they ride, 
Then downward plunge beneath th' involving tide; 
Till one who seems in agony to strive. 
The whirling breakers heave on shore alive; 
The rest a speedier end of anguish knew. 
And prestthe stony beach, a lifeless crew! 

<«Next, O, unhappy chief! th* eternal doom 
Of Heaven decreed thee to the briny tomb! 
What scenes of misery torment thy view! 
What painful struggles of thy dying crew! 
Thy perish'd hopes a)l buried in the flood, 
Q't-rspread with corses! red with human blood I 
So pierc*d with anguish hoary Priam gaz'd, 
When Troy's imperial domes in ruinblaz'd; 
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While he, severest sorrows doom'd to feel, 

Cxpir'd beneath the victor's murdering- steeL 

Thus with his helpless partners to the last. 

Sad refugee! Albert hugs the floating mast; 

His soul could jet sustain this mortal blow. 

But droops alas! beneath superior woe; 

For now soft nature's sympathetic chain 

Tugs at his jearning heart with powerful straldi 

His faithful wife forever doom'd to mourn 

For him, alas! who never shall returuf 

To black adversity's approach exposM, 

With want and hardsliips unforeseen enclos'dc 

Hii^ lovely daughter left without a friend. 

Her innocence to succour and defend: 

By youth and indigence set forth a prey 

To lawless guilt, that flatters to betray — 

While these reflections rack his fetLngmind, 

Rodmond, who hung besjde, his grAsp resigned; 

And, as the tumbling waters o'er him roiPd, 

His outstretch'd arms the master's legs enfold — 

Sad Albert feels the dissolution near. 

And strives in vaii) his fetter'd limbs to clear; 

For death bids every clinchin;: joint .idhere. 

All faint to heaven he throws his dying eyes. 

And, <<0, protect my wife and child!*' he cries.* 

The gushing streams roll back th'unfinish*d sound! 

He gasps! he dies! and tumbles lo the ground! 

«*Pive only left of all the perished thronj^. 
Yet ride the pine which shoreward drives along^ 
With these Arion still his hold secures. 
And all the assaults of hostile waves endures. 
0*er the dire prospects as for life he strives. 
He looks if poor Palemon yet survives. 
Ah! wherefore, trusting to unequal art, 
Di'lst thou, incautious! from the wreck departt 
Alas! these rocks all human skill defy. 
Who strikes them once beyond relief must die.- 
And now sure wounded thou perhaps art tost 
#n these, or in some oozy cavern lostj 
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Thus thoaght Arion, >inzious gazing round. 

In vain, his eyes no more Palemon found. 

The Daemons of destruction hover nigh. 

And thick their mortal shafts commissiou'd Byt 

And now a breaking surge, with forceful sway. 

Two next Arion furious tears away. 

Hurrd on the crags, behold, they grasp! they bleed! 

And groaning, cling upon th' elusive weed! 

Another billow bursts in boundless roar! 

Arion sinks, and memory views no more! 

«*Ah! total night and horror here preside! 
My stunM ear tingles to the whizzing tide! 
It is the funeral knell/ and gliding near, 
Methinks the phantoms of the dead appear! 

•'But, lo, emerging from the watery rave, 
Again they float incumbent on the wave. 
Again the dismal prospect opens round. 
The wreck, the shores, the dying, and the drown*J! 
And see! enfeebled by repeated shocks, 
These two who scramble on th" adjacent rocks. 
Their faithless hold no longer can retajn, 
They sink o'erwhelm'd, and never rise again: 

«*Two. with Arion yet the mast upbore 
That now abovt* the ri'lges reac/»'ti tiie sliorc; 
Still treTTibling to descend they downward ^;aze 
With horror pale, and torpid with amaze: 
The floods recoil! tlie grcuntis apjjf ar below! 
And life's faint embers now rekindiin^ glow; 
Awhile they wait ih' exhausted wnvcb rctrtrit. 
Then climb slow up the beach with hands and feet. 
O, heaven! deliver'd by whose soverr.Mn hand, 
Still on the brink of hell the y shudderir.p^ btund, 
Receive the languid incense they bestow, 
That (lamp with death app'.ars not yet to ijlow. 
To ti.re ei;cii soui the wrttp- .^■; lit (,n pays, 
With trembling ardor of unequal praise; 
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In every heart dismay with wonder strives^ 
And hope the sicken'd spark of life revives; 
Her magic powers their exil'd health restore^ 
Till horror and despair are felt no more. 

"A troop of Grecians who inhabit nigh. 
And oft these perils of the deep descry, 
RousM by the blust'ring tempest of the night. 
Anxious had climb'd Colonna^s neighboring height': 
When gazing downward onth* adjacent flood. 
Full to their view the scene of ruin stood. 
The surf with mangled bodies strew'd around, 
And those yet breathing on the sea-wasb'd ground! 
Tho* lost to science and the liobler arts. 
Yet nature's lore informed their feeling hearts; 
Straight down the vale wi,th hastening steps they hiedj 
Th' unhappy sufferers to assist and guide. 

<<Meanwhile, those three escap'd, beneath explore 
Thefirst adventurous youth who reach'd the shore: 
Panting, with eyes averted from the day. 
Prone, helpless, on the tangly beach he lay-^ 
It is Palemon! — Oh! what tumults roll 
With hope and terror in Arion's souli 
If yet unhurt he lives again to view 
His friend and this sole remnant of our crew! 
With us to travel through this foreign zone, 
And share the future good or ill unknown, 
Arion thus; but, ah! sad doom of fate. 
That bleeding memory sorrows to relate; 
While yet afloat on some resistino; rock, 
His ribs were dashed, and fractur'd with the shock ; 
Heart piercing sight! those cheeks so late array'4 
In beauty's bloom, are pale with mortal shade! 
Distilling blood his lovely breast o'erspread. 
And clogg'dthe golden tresses of his head! 
Nor yet the lungs by this pernicious stroke 
Were wounded, or the vocal organs broke, 
Down from his neck, with blazing gems array*^ 
Thy image, lovely Anna; hungportray'il] 
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Th' unconscious figure smiling all serene, 
Suspended in a golden chain was seen. 
Hadstthouy soft maiden! in this hour of woe, 
Beheld him writhing from the deadly blow, 
lYhat force of art, what language could expre93 
Thine agony, thine exquisite distress^ 
But thou, alas! art doom'd to weep in vaiu 
For hinr thine eyes shall never see again! 
With dumb amazement pale, Arion gaz*d, 
And cautiously the wounded youth uprais'd: 
Palemon then, with cruel pangs opprest. 
In faltering accents thus his friend address'd: 

«0! rescu'd from destruction late so nigh'^ 
Beneath whose fatal influence doom'd I iie; 
Are we then exil'd to thjls last retreat 
Of life unhappy! thus decreed to meet? 
Ah! how unlike what yester-mom enjoyM, 
Enchanting hopes, for ever now destroy'di 
For wounded far beyond all healing power, 
Palemon dies, and this his final hour; 
By those fell breakers, where in vain I strove^' 
At once cut off from fortune, life and love! 
Far other scenes must soon present my sight;. 
That lie deep buried yet in tenfold night. 
Ah! wretched father of a wretched son, 
Whom thy paternal prudence has undone! 
How will remembrance of this blinded care 
Bend down thy head with anguish and despairt 
Such dire effects from avarice arise. 
That, deaf to nature's voice, and vainly wisely 
With force severe endeavors to control 
The noblest passions that inspire the soul. 
But, O, thou sacred Power! whose law connect;?- 
Th' eternal chain of causes and effects, 
JLet not thy chastening ministers of rage 
Afflict with sharp remorse his feeble age! 
And you, Arion! who with these the last 
i^l all our crew survive the shipwreck pasb^- 
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Aii» cease to mourn! those friendly tears restrain« 

Nor give my dylnj; moments keener pain I 

Since Heaven may soon thy wandering steps restore^ 

When parted hence» to England's distant shore; 

Should'st thou the unwilling messenger of fate. 

To him the tragic story first relate, 

Oh! friendship's generous ardor then suppress^ 

Nor him the fatal cause of my dlstresf ; 

Nor let each horrid incident sustain 

The lengthen'd tale to aggravate bis pain. 

Ah! then remember well my last request. 

For her who reigns forever in my breastj 

Yet let him prove a father and a friend^ 

The helpless maid to succour and defend. 

Say, I this suit implor'd with parting breath. 

So Heaven befriend him at his hour of death! 

But, Oh! hew lovely Anna should V thou teH 

What dire untimely end thy friend befel. 

Draw o'er the dismal scene aoft pity's veil. 

And lightly touchM the lamentable talc; 

Say, that my love« inviolably true. 

No change, no diminution ever knew; 

Lo! her bright image pendent on my neck^ 

Is all Palemon resca'd from the wreck; 

Take it and say, when panting in the wave^ 

I strusrsled, life and this alone to save ! 

«<My soul that fluttering hastens to be free. 
Would then a train of thoughts Impart to thee^ 
But strives in vain!— the chilling ice of death 
Congeals my blood, and choaks the stream of deaths.. 
Besign'd she quits her comfortless abode. 
To course that long, unknown, eternal road.— 
O, sacred source of ever living light! 
Conduct the weary wanderer in her flight! 
Direct her onward to that peaceful shore, 
Where peril, pain, and death are felt no more! 

••When thoH some tale of hapless love shall hear. 
That ilcalB firom piiy'» eye thp melting tear, 
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ort^woehuto.ltyrtkbf mutual piesioiijoin*d. 
To *bMiM^,- •pvrok', «iiil lUtpnir ^nign'd, 
Qh! tbtn to «irri] tbe tidt| ~ 

While 106111017 dictates,'^ 

And what dirtreii Ih^'^Mtchcd Meitd h6Ml 
Then whttcin •treiitu'<rf'iDft con^Msitttn enown'i),. 
The •watDB limint, andmuden* wc«p irocind': 
While tiiping children, touch'd with in^Bt tfXt 
With wonder gaie, and drop the oneoinlQoii* tear;.' 
Ohf then tlus murul hiil Ibeir souls retitin, 
•■AU thou^-Uts of happJoees on earth are vain." 

**TbeUsl faint accents tremliltdon bis tongu^ 
Thul now 'inactive to the paUte clung; 
Bii boiom litaves a mortal groan — hedieil ; ~ ' 
And «h»d«9 eleniii aiDk upon his eyfisl 

"AfthuB defsc'd in deslli Palemon lay, .. - 
Al-ion ^iiM upon the llffless clayj 
Tranilii'i] he stood, with awAll terror fill'd. 
While down bis cheek the silent drops d;still*iL 

"Oil, ill star'd Tot'rj of unspotted truth! 
Untimely perish'd in the bloom of youth. 
Should o'er thy friend arrire in Albion's land. 
He will obeytho' painful thy demand: 
His tongue the dreadful story shall display, 
And all the horrors of this distnal day! 
Disastrous day! what ruin hast thou bred! 
WbatangU!*h to the iiring and the dead.' 
How hast thou left the »idow |J| forlorn, 
And ever doom'd the orphan cKild to mourn; 
Through life's sad journey hopeless to cooiplainl 
Can sacred justice these events ordain? 
But, O, my sou!! avoid that wond'rouamaze^ 
Where reason, lost in endleas error, strays! 
As through this thorny vale ofllfe we run*" 
6re«t caute of all cffecii, TAy toillbtdimJ 
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Ita/iKtssD with tenfold solicitiitle for yottr vvel- 
faTB, deeply sensible of your Kreat ^importa i jce and 
respectaoility in society, and "cc^rvrncetf Ttikl im\ 
your intellectual improvcmenl and pros perity, na^ l 
the very existence of society ilepenila ; seeing the 
hoMsot dangers which attend you ia your journey 
through life, snd being assured that unless you take 
lyii d e n ce ior_y o ur ^ jjj ide you wiU undoublcdly b& 
eirreTopeointirevortex' of vanity and aensiiality ; 
wiiich will infallibly imbittcr your future daya, and 
cause shipwreck at last. I say, being cogently im- 
pressed with these sentiments, as authentic as Ihcy 
are important, I talcc the liberily, with the most re- 
spectful considerations and the purest intentions, to 
•u^est a few thoughts for your serious considera- 
tion, which, like beacons to the mariner, may point 
out the dangerous rocks and shoals thai are profuse* 
ly interspersed through the devious jiaths of folly. 
I' hope you will lay aside, for a Utile time the novel 
and the romance, and read before you judge oif the 
merits or demerits of my arguments. 1(oii must 
not suppose from my aiiinnadvcrsioiis, lliat 1 cherish 
an aiitinfllhy to the sex. ^o man c n^i J^iiLm o re ^s i n ■ 
cero admirer of them than myself; wT7nevTiiiious"i 
M admire and venerate thent; but wlicLvieimjaJ,r 
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" The heedless fair, wLo sloops to Eui'ty joj^i 
A man mny phy — but he muat despise." 



} 



You will, perhaps, glance indifferently aud siipep^ 
ficiatly over the subsequent strictures, as if they 
were not intimately connected wjth your iulure 
prosperity, The volatile fair one, while under the 
parental roof, seldom forms an esLimate, or even an- 
ticipates the losses by which her- paternal fortune 
will be aaaailed ; the seduction with which her lion- 
or will be environed; the pestilential vapours pro- 
ceeding from the mouth of calumny and defamation, 
I with which her sacred character will be attacked by 
CQVp-de-main, or the innovations of popular deMn- 
(?r*cyiH»sd-s4)e- and, vulgar fashion, which wijriay 
>iege, not only to property, honor and character, but 
a-lso-the ^Bore important inlerest of that inimjarlal 
sj;arb__ofJ}eavcnljf_^aiiic, the soul; and will, no 
OouEtJwiThoqriheutniost caution and discretion, 
carry all by storm, without suffeiinp the besieged 
jjarly to make even an hoDojuble eapilujatian.. . Fot. 
the potency of custom, and (I had almost said) the 
omnipotence of fashion, precludes resistance, and 
^araiitccs success to the innovators of temale de- 
iHiflcy. 

The invincible solicitude I iropressiVly feel fbf 
the social and celestial happineaa ofmy fair readers, 
and that Ihey may cscdfje the morel mischief Which 
metilal ,inconlincncy, and;- fashionable otrttteriity.. 
necessarily engender, Iwara'-:^- striking;' similar ity 
to the pfirenlaT ardour which" f atitifipate, when, 
with my mind's eye, I j^ep into futurity, and en-- 
deavor lo lecopiize the fate of niy twodarilng bprs' 
who ar£ the sufe comfort of my decliDing years, the 
solace of my sorrows, ant! the prumoters of my " 
•artWy-ky." To express the tender solicitude I feel' 
for their futuie prosperity and eternal felioilyi, 
would exeOcdhuman conception; when Ij with rap- '- 
ture, gaze upon their smiling countenances) Uie ago-./ 
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nizin^ thou^htdarls sponlani:oii.siy into my WoundjM 
ed minJ. that, perhaps, these smiling, uaconsciom 
boys, tvlic[| I am deposited in my sulitnry grave, kdH 
moulder'iiE to my nurive liust, will unhappily ^B 
come the deslroyei'^ of female virtue, the murder^S 
of human kinilj ami the ministers of woe ; as pes 
haps, ihey will inherit, by hereditary succession, mt 
the native depravity, wilhoiit a particle of the seQffi| 
menial philantliopy of their faUier. V 

Willie tlius in tJinugbl f v-'iew their fUlure Voe, H 

And fi'iim Iheir eyes beliald their sarrows flaw -, ^| 

WlicM Ihe mitliiiikiiigdienibs jo^rul spr'mSt ^| 

Climb on mv knees, nr (a my Litbiim cliTi^, ^| 

Or stretch Iheir iiifdut urms with li>nd ilciiiv, ^M 

And ptaitiitig caH IhEtr meUnchnlf sin.-, ^H 
Willie round ray neck tlicir loviiiB orrns ilrey throw, ^M 

Andfci«srof cliccks irliere tLirs onliiJiIcn tlovt, ^M 

linen iMciBua of my [p'icr— tlitir future woe. ^H 

- 'Wieir duar caressn meet st twl n-turn, ^H 

Pur white they uniile tlie<r jnyless puretils moutn, ^H 

WliiTe iimg'd to my boding thought AppcMn, ^H 

Thi: tnaiiy woes that wiit (Eieir future yr!i,ts- ^M 

Gladly wuuld I sccompany thetm through all toH 
intricate wimlines and vicisiltides pocoltar to their 
mortal stale. With what inclfiible deliglii would 1 
ward offthe blows directed by the nnwcaiiod ene- 
mv of man, or the machinailonsof his mortal auxili- 
aries! But this is impossible. All 1 can give is my 
benedictions, flowing Iroin a heart hurslin? with 
anxiety ; and sending up ejaculations to the 
for their prosperriy aiiHf preservation 

Bill, to return to my fair readers. The objec 
your pursuits, on commencing actors on lhe_ «i 
gflife, will, no doubt, be huppiHess. \ This^w 
i^luri^ly pursue a» we do food when hungry, 
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J when tiry, rest when fa 1 i guej . an d .co n 3 ol ati o n wiicL' 
lj.iginsfi xed w i t hjgrrow^JiJu I , aias fTRe reason why 
a& many niTDTonsor'Stlam's descendanls miss the 
hiippm»9 llioy by native instinct desire; and. in its 
place, nurture the most formidable evih,whicn pro- 
aoce their present infelicily and eternal misery; 
U| first they misa the ri^ht mad la happiness; se- 
condly, ihcy want procaulion, and ruali too pre- 
'^tpiiately into the boay scenes of the fashionable 
world. As mornt Bgunls> as intelligent, account- 
able beings, the Eternal enjorns, as our reaison- 
able service, that we look to him for direction; 
and serve him with affection ; not only in our pur- 
suits, bot even by our inlentions previous to our 
commencing these pursuits ; "Jor Incm that honor 
me (says tlie prophet, personating the Almighty 1 / 
will honor,anii theif that despise 7/te shall be lignt- 
lytsteemed; and how can wedespise God more thmn 
enterin); upon the at) -important business, on the 
evcntof which our fufuru destiny hangs, not only 
in tiiis world, but in that which is to come, v '■' 



r praying for his benedictioi 



r solicitin 



his advice. The ndmonition given by David to hw 
son, on his entering the theatre of life, is full of 
Bieaniiig. and should be perused by every young 
person, with the most filial solicitude, *• J3nd tkau, 
Solomaa my sfm,knotv t/toa the God oj thy J'a- 
thsr, and iferve Mm with a perfect heart, and 
•j}itk a witting mmd : fur the Lord searcheth ail 
hfrtrts, and unilerslandelh all the imaginntionu 
of the thoughts : if thou aeek him, he wilt be 
foundofthee; bvt if thov forsulec him,hetoilt 
cast thee oJ" for ever." To precrpilale into the 
busy scenes of life unthoughtful and regardless OC 
the event, (which is too often the case with young 
people), is not only irreligious, but also irrational. 

iTie animal creation, by natural inMind, pursues 
Ihe path by which their natures will be gratified, 
which I h»d an oppOrtanity of ascertaining On« 
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,' iJay,tal was taking asoiiUrv ivalk on the mar^c ' 
of amitjhty forest, near the river Amazon, in South ( 

I America, sirrveyin^ the rural wiIU, mid rorDantii i 
beauties thereof, I saw an aiperlarc in the sand. 

' where a tiger had been previously diu;^i(ig for a ] 
nest of turtle's eggs ; on perceiving it I turned up. 

I the sand, took up an egg, and opened it when a ' 
small turtle, about the si ze oF a SfLanii.h^dollar.t 

^ _mndc its ap oparapce.^ T placed Jt RenllyoiPtliel 

J sanT^SieK7when it instantly made tewards the sea . 

I which was some yards off, with great alacrity, and ' 
precipitated into its native eleme nt m lh apparent | 

l_yxiiUati&n.)'~- — - '^ ' ' 

frrthTTmatiner nftlural instinct teaches the irru- 
tlonal creation to pursue <hBt unerring path tvlitch 
the wisdom ofProvidence has pointed out. They all 
answer Ihclaw of their naiures; and, consequently, 
the will of their munificent Creator: but we, sure- 
ly, most conclude, that the laws by which the hu- 
man and animal creation are governed, must be es- 
sentially difierent. 1 do not wish by any means to 
enter into a metaphysical disquisition, or scientific 
deiinilion, of the dissimilarity between the human 
and brutal creation, as thai would be deviating 
from my plan ; which ts, to introduce m v proposi- 
tions in the most obvious, familiar, nnd friendly 
manner ; regardless of censure or praise. But at 
the same time, it. will be necessary, in order to elu- 
eidnte the subject, and point otit the road which 
leads to happiness, to investigate the character of 
man,analyze his capability for particpating celea- 
tial, iis well aa terrestrial happiness. His mortal 
and immortal powers should alVj ho developed, in 
order to ascertain his capacity for enjoyment; by 
which the unreasonableness and inationalitv of 
such epicures as jeek, in the interdicted revels of 
sensuality, unsullied deligtit, will be in>de mani- 
fest For instance, the enjoyment of the brutal 
•rreitifla is enclasirely confined to s ' 



EDsc: bq^^H 



S25 FEMALE CHARACTER 

with the human, the pleasures of sense are the 
most diminutive and superficial parts of their 
feelings; their composition consists partly of mat- 
ter and partly of spirit ; the preponderating in- 
fluence and supeno' ity is unquestionably connned 
to the latter. The first is corruptible; the latter in- 
corruptible. The combination is truly a mysteri- 
ous phenomenon of animal and perishable matter, 
connected with intellectual and moral powers. I 
would ask, was not t>.e circumstance of the little 
turtle, taking a direct course down to the sea, a phe- 
nomenon, unaccountable on just philosophical prin- 
ciples We should not, therefore, with material- 
ists, doubt the unify of flesh and spirit, because we 
cannot ascertain the utility thereof by speculative 
reasoning, and philosophical hypothesis. It, there- 
fore, plainly follows, that human happiness does 
not consist exclusively in the pleasure of sense. _ 
^y^s we are partly animal, and partly spiritual be* 
zings, we uniformly require a portion of natural and. 
( preternatural enjoyments, Thus, without nutri- 
1 ment, the body becomes feeble and dies: and with- 
\ out spiritual food the sonl becomes languid : the i 
I intellectual principle torpid; and piety and virtue^ j 

( b^ degrees, expire. / 

Is not the soul of more importance than the 
body? The one is the same as the shell of a nuty 
and the other as the kernel. Are not the enjoy- 
ments of the one, admitting they were without in- 
terruption, (which experience proves not to be a 
fact,) sensual, transitory, and sordid, while those of 
the other are superlative, transcendent, and dur- 
able? without any manner of doubt: consequent- 
ly, if our premises are correct, it is unreasonable to 
spend all our golden moments, in pursuing, with 
avidity, sublunary and superficial aelights, while 
we forego the pursuit of intellectual and celfstial 
gratification. It is a melancholy fact, authentica- 
ted by woeful experience, that the children of men 
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too often attend entirely to the solicitations of way" 
ward appetite, which tends to destroy thrir intel- 
lectual powers. 

The experience and misi'ortunes of mankind, as 
eshibiCed in profane as well m sacred history, 
prores that sensual ^rahfications, though enjoyed 
in their greatest pleniluiie, and, with the most pro- 
fuse abundance, cannot yield a moment's uniuter- 
rupted happiness. 









Oi'ay feel ihe br.ilt's dKliglii, bill not his i 

'because the bruta enjoys the ^^ratification which the 
epicure so much prizes without any future forebo- 
dings, or present npbraidln^H of conscience; and,^,— 
consequently, with the most pJeasuiable feelin 
But this is far from bcin^ the esse with the cpicu 
We will wave mentioning the calls of his ci 
science, and the foreboiJings of eleruiiy, and onl| 
hint the ajij'mizinf; reflection that often recurs | 
his mind, while eating his animal food : to ivit, tbi 
after a few more Hsing end setting suns, his oii( 
body, which he takes so mucli -pains to..icctiRtm 
date, will, in Us turn, become the prey of pulrern 
tion and greedy worms. 

' I a|ij)Cal nul only to the epicure for the confii 
ilion ofmy argumenls, bgt to the debauchee, wl^ 
eagecl) dissipated his patrimonial inheritance, : 
ConjiiKal felicity ; to the victim of sensuality, w 
sacrificed his health ; to the martyr of sordid avH 
ice, wlio starved himself to death; to the votary 9. 
fnsbiiH) who perished ht-TscIf to death ; to the slave 
uf ambition and pride who sacrificcdhis life to^ra- \ 
tity his vanity, and with all thetie rharacters, t f 
TT.igh' appeal to an Alexander, a Nebut-hadni 
a Xerxes, a Ncio, a Catalitic, a Cleopatra, »'H 
would, mcthiiiLs. were it po-isible, arise from tba 
graves to consolidate my arguments ; but 1 fna 
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MTe myself the trouble, at their historieg 
speak for them. Even Orid tells us, 



"All thoug^liiB ofhappine 



I 



t humbly hope the reader will excuse my, 

Urging so mucn on this part of ihc subject ; , 

reasons are, first, 1 conceive that by this ineitu 

alone, I can inform my juvenile reader's mind, and 

reform her heart ; by reasoning the case ivith bei, 

m her own florid language, and upon her own d^ 

sultory Ri-oiind, not altogether by theological, bat 

reasonable and perspicuoas references. Iflsawft' 

I man going in a road which led directly to a prec*-' 

I pice, down which, if he fell, be woiildoe dashed to 

pieces: if he really thought be was pursuing the' 

'road to happiness, should it not be my first and* 

(principal object to endeavoi- to convince that raui' 

I (in the style, and with the language niosi familiar ; 

' and agreeable to him) that the road he was in, led | 

/ to inevitable ruin, and not to real happiness f — cef- 

' tainly it should. If I succeeded, by the most Judi*' 

( cious and conclusive arguments, |o convinec iiiml 

that he was treading the interdicted road that ledi i 

'to present and future misery; «nd not only coB-' 

I vinccd his understanding, but also exhibited to t!te| 

indiscriminate inspection .of bis mind's eye Ihc St- 

lal precipice, the banks of which seemed to he cw-l 

I petted with flowers, interspersed with the vernil 

I products of spring and the blushing fruits of au-' 

' tumn, and even the ambrosial blossoms of paradise;) 

I but alas! because I was an ignoramus, notapbi-' 

' losopher; a savage, nota sage ; a peasant, not apO-) 

I tentate-, a layman, not a reverend man; he would. 

( not be influenced by mi/ a^mcnts, or led tram the! 

fntal road Uy my admonitions, but continued toi 

I pursue it till he was hurled down the precipice 

' with the velocity of lightening, or like the tcamen-l 
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4<ious rock that overhangs the ocean, bcinff invadfll 
by the impetuous torrent, is rent from its nold, an< 
inslantly whirls down, Uiunderine, crashing, and* 
tumbling into the foaming, swelling ocean, And* 

I sinks to the bottom. 

I malte this remark, as [ fear some of my leK 
low travellers ta tho tomb will not attend to the 
(oroe of my arguments, because they are not intro- 
duced under the patronage of same honorable, or 
rif;ht reverend fellow worm ; though it seems al- 
most impossible that any rational being can be so 
farsunk in the sink of Satanic pride and eigantk 
vanity, as to merit this animadversion. Vet it is 
L^rtain, that too much deference is paid, and adula- 
tion offered at the shrine of pedantry ; as well as 
unbounded plaudits, fulsome panegyric, and vocifer- 
ous biizZDs Destowed, not only on the political, but 
also the poetioal murderers of the human family. 

But to return to the subject of our investigation. 
We allow, that the great Creator, who delights to 
make a// his intelligent and animate creatures hap- 
py, as far as their diversified natures and capacities 
wiW admit, wills, that the pleasures of sense should 
be a part, though a very small port indeed, of the en- 
joyment of his mtional creatures; and as he well 
knew that the too profuse par'icipalion of earthly 
pleasures, and the gratification of eenae when carried 
to an extreme, had a direct tendency, not only to 
■lubvert his sacred laws of order andconcord, but also 
^van vupremely prejudicial to the individuals them- 
selves; he, therefore, in his infinite wisdom and 
'Xoodness, fixed a barrier, to preclude the introduc- 
tion ot discord and dissipation amongst his crea- 
tures: the boundaries when fixed had their coun- 
Krpsrtalso organized or annexed, which was, that 
the man who passed the limits and transgressed 

. (he Etental mandate, should in so doing, secure 

I misery to bims^, and relinquish tranquility and 
. fljjiyly. Here 1 would particularly observe, that 

IjMlftBod thing Uiat the earth does, or indeed cv 
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produce, is forbidden man to enjoy in moderatiOBJ 
It is the abusCy and not the' use of good things of 
life that are prohibited J' and why? I answer, be- 
cause God, who is particularly great in goodness 
and good in greatness^ in this respect, knows, and 
every intelligent person may know the same, that 
abundance of any earthly substance only tends to 
cloy, or captivate, and inielicitate the possessor, and 
destroy his relish for more substantial and pernnia- 
nent delight; even nature herself corroborates and 
consolidates the inqusitions and requisitions of 
Heaven. She dictates in reason's ear, that disgust^ 
langour, and infelicity, are the offspring of intem- 
perance : that one hour spent in paternal and con- 
jugal enjoyments, outweighs years spent in revel- 
ling and debauchery: that one meal of wholesome 
and nutrimental food, participated with content 
and a thankful heart, counterpoises all the luxuri- 
ous dainties of the voluptuous and dissipated. 

I feel more solicitude for the welfare of my fair 
readers, as I am convinced that th« preponderating 
bias of the unexperienced mind, will be for sally- 
ing forth into the very road which I endeavor to 
invalidate, when they are delivered from the mana- 
cles of maternal restraint, i^ thev have not begun 
to travel that delecterious road already How sel- 
dom do they consider the astonishing ingenuity 
displayed in the formation of their mortal bodies 
anci immortal minds: and that they are ^^fearfully 
and wonderfully made.^^ The delicacy and in- 
tricCute windings of the arteries and sinews, the 
resjularity with which every part of this astonish- 
ing system performs its function, are truly admi- 
rable. The wisdom manifested in the formation 
of the most diminutive quadruped, or reptile, and 
even the least insect that breaths the vital air, is 
sufficient to excite the reverential astonishment 
and humble adoration of a savage. But, alas ! how 
few, while they admire their own formation, re- 
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fleet on the delicacy as well ss tlie ingeni , 
How easily destroyed bj precipilating into tlie 
abyss of sensuality and intemperate gratification. 
And, on the other hand, what superlative delighl, 
and transcendent pleasure it is capable of enjoying, 
hv beineujbedient to the requisitions of the ^rea- 
lad^almost said, that a faithful and gratefun 



soul is capable of anticipating the ecstacifs^of ai 

lan d h earinp the empyrean syjnpjigiiy. \This r. 

I wilT^posmvcTy assert, "llui even in 'this world, 
the real good man, who maintains his integrity 
in the mimt of accumulated difficulty and eompli- 
uated temptations, though mighty sorrows thicken 
round him, and clouds and darkness rest upon his 
prospects; every thing conspiring to discourage 
him from the practice of virtue, and to encourage 
him in the practice of vice ; not only liis external, 
but his internal enemies, his native depravity and 
hereditary corrnptions.all combining to entice him 
from the paths of rectiiude, in aildition lo which 
the iron hand of despotism, with consequent pover- 
ty and chilling disease, assail him; thus, although 
every thing, celestial and terrestrial, seem to com- 
bine against himi_vet, no twit hstanding all these 
.discoui^gemBnts, his integrity is untarnished ; his( 
(faith is unadulterated^ anil thf love lie teels for hisi 
if^reator UQsullied^Tsay, such a eh.iraeler brfii^ 
more glory to God than a legion of angels, 
the philosophical unbelicvei' may ask, whati 
angels? I answer, created intelligencers whoj 
in their primeval statu of paradisiacal purity; i 
f^iih lost in sight; therr hope in full fruition. V_ 
are men ? they are also created beings, plact>d ii 
state of probation and tvial, short inijeeil,'and i-* 
sttory,priorto their introduction into 'hecomp 
of superior beings. But the ques'ion i-, hotv^I 
these divine enjoyments to be attaiiRnI ? I ai's»^ 
merely by asking for them. ^*Aik" says the d 
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Redeemer^ "anc? U shall be given unto you; sech 
and ye shall find; knoeky atid it shall be opened 
unto you.^^ Thus, while others are sacrificing 
their lives, fortunes, and tranquility in the pursuit 
of imaginary happiness, you .may find real happi- 
ness on the most easy terms. .How invincible is 
,^he passion of love, between, parents and children, 
. as well as between the sexes : and how much more' 
invincible is the love of God for his creatures ! 
Your earthly. parents are not so near, and ouchttiot 
to be so dear to you as your heavenly Parent. 
They are but the secondary cause of your existence; 
he is the first When I seethe '^heaven erected 
face^^ of a beautiful woman bedaubed with painty 
and depicted with affected airs, and detestable 
'pridej I blush for. the honor of human nature. Can 
any thing be more unreasonable and degrading, 
than tor such amiable, such fascinating beings thus 
\o prostitute their intellectual powers to such un- 
worthy purposes. Perhaps your soul recoils at 
ihe degenerate exhibition, of such a vain and florid 
Tcmale : but remember that there is but a little 
space ^^etween the paths of innocent and guilty 
indulgence; and when that boundary is;passed, the 
vortex of sensuality appears in view, to vvhirl you 
down the lab3'rinth of popular degeneracy and 
degradation; where you ma}'^ with apparent, but 
not real pleasure, pursue the same vile, and vulgar, 
or at least vain routine of splendid wretchedness, 
and magnificent folly, without tasting a particle of 
intellectual pleasure, till death meets you in the 
mad career ; presents the unwelcome summons for 
3'ou to leave all your grandeur behind : your body, 
which you have worshipped more than God, will 
be deposited in the silent grave, while the wretched 
soul, so long neglected, must account to that God 
for the follies of an ill spent life. How unwillingly 
the soul will leave the body on this awful occasion 
is beautifully described by Blair 
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"}lQtr uhockltig mu^t thjr summon be, O itealli.' 
To him that >9 Bl ewe in liU posneaalonai 
\Vliu,counlinfr on long years of pleasure here, 
1> quite unruriilsh'il foi- thai world to come ' 
In (but Jreail cnuntenl, how tlie Trantic soul 
Itivei round the walla of lier clay Ipnemenl, 
iluoE 10 each avenue, and shrieks for help,- 
But ilirieks in vain !— How wistfully she looks 
On all abe'i leurmg, now no longx:r bet's ! 
A Utile longer, yet * liUk longer. 
O ! might she ilay, to wasti aivay her stains, 
And fit her for her passage. Mournful sight! 
Her rety eyes weep blooo ; and every grosn 
She henfei is big with burror. But the fbe. 
Like ft alaunch murd'rer. Steady to Ills purpose, 
Puisues her close through every lane of life, 
.Vor misses once (he track, but presses on .- 
ml forc'd at last to Ibe tremendous velge. 
At once she sinks to everUsling ruin, 

" Sure 'vis » Beriotis ttiing Id die.' My soul. 
What > strange moment must it be, when netr 
Tliy journey's end, ibou hnst the gulph in view ' 
Thatawful giilpb, no inortKl e'er repMs'd 
To tell wbat'a doing vn the other side < 
Nnlnrc runs fouk, and shudders at tbe slgbi, 
And every life-string bleeds at thougliti of paniiigi 
For part they musi: tedg nnd itul must part i 
Fond couple 1 link'd more elose than wedded pair, 
TAii wings It* wsy to ils Almighty source. 
The witness of itsattions, now its judge; 
Thai drops into the dark and noisome ff-avf, 
Like It dijtibletl pitdier of no uie. 
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" If (ifu(A *as noUiing. and nollglit after Jeof/i,- 
If, when men dieJ, at once Ihey ceas'd to be, 
Iteturnin^ to the barcen womb of nalhing, 
IVIience finl they sprung, then might the debauchee 
L'n trembling- moiilh tlie heavens:— Then mi 

drunkard 
Reel aver hia full bowl, and, when 'tis ilrttin'd, 
I'lU up anolhei to the brim and lau^h 
At liie poor bugbear death: Then might the wretch i 
Tliai'i wear}' of ilie world, snd lir'd of life, 
.At once give euch miiuielude the .ilip, 
By wealing out of being when he pie»«'d. 
And by what way, wJietlier by hemp or tittl, 
Oeath'a thauaand dtan stand open. Who could (okh i^ 
Tlieill-pleuM guest to git out hiafuU time. 
Or blame him if be goeg. Sure be doen welt. 
Thai helps biinselfai tlmety kb he can. 
When able. But if there U a icrtofter, 
AtiiI that ihere is, consclenee, unliiflvtenc'd. 
And suSered to speak out tells erery man 
Then miiai it be an awful thing to lUc: 
More horrid yet to die by one's own band. 
Stif murder f name it not; Dur isltnd's shatne, 
TJiat makes her the reproach of nelgbb'ringautes, 
Shill nature, awcrTing from her earliest dii>ta'-«> 
Self-prcaetvalion, fall by ber own act? 
Forbid ill heaven !— Let not, upon dtijuat, 
Tlie shameless hand be fully crimsQu'd o*«r 
With blood of its own lord. Dreadful attempt : 
Just reeking from self-slaugliter, in a rage 
To ruth into the preiiencc of our Judges 
As if we cbalteng'd him to dohia worst. 
And mattrr'd not his wrath, tin heard -of tori ur«s 
Vnsl be reSErv'd fT Jticb- thes- herd topcthpr 
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file common dam ii'd sliUD their sAcieiy, 
Und look upon tliemsetves ii fiends teas ftul. 
Our time 1> lUM, and alt our days are numbcrM; 
How lon^, how short, we know not i— This we knon- 
Uuiy lequireB we calmly wail the suminonB,- 
Nor dare lo slir till licBven sball give permUsioTi- 
Like gentries that must keep their tleitln'd stand. 
And wall th' appointed hour, till they're rcliev'd. 
Those only are the brsTc that keep their ground. 
And keep it to the last. To nm away 
Ii but ft cowini's trick,- to ruD away 
From (his world's Ills, that at the very worst 
Will iMm blow o'er, thinking to mend ourselves 
By buldly ventVing on a world unknown, 
And plungin)^ lieadloog in the dark; — 'tis mad; 
Nophrenzy half so desperate aa this. 

"Tell UB, ye dead; will none of roll in pliy 
To those you left behind, iliac lose tliefiecret? 
Ohl that some couMeouaghoit would blab iluii'.,- 
What 'tisjysu are. and ^n miial sliorily be. 
I've heard that souls departed, hive aomeliiue* 
Fofewani'd men of Iheir death.' — 'Twjis kindly dotw, 
To knock and give the alarm. But whnt means 
This stinted charity ?— 'Tia but bme kindness 
That does its vork by halves. Why might you not 
Tell us what t.t to dies'— Do the atriet lawa 
Of your ioeiety fcrbid yoUf ipeaklng 
Upon a point so nice ?— I'll ask no more j 
3iillen, like lamps in sepulchres, your shins 
Einllghtcna but yourselves. Well — 'tis no matteri 
A very tittle time will clear ap all. 
And make us team'd as you are, and as close. 

•• BcPlhU >hBfi$ ^ thick. Here falls the vdlag« svaln. J 
MA there bit) painpQr'd lord- The cup goes round.- 

B a 
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And who so artful as to put it by ? 

Tie lon^ since death had the majority.- 

Yet straoge ! the Woing lay it.not to heart. 

See yonder maker of the dead man's bed, . 

The Mextiit hoary headed chronicle, 

Qt'hard unmeaning /ace, down which ne'er stole 

A gentle tear, with mattock in his hand 

Digs through the whoTlerows of kindred and acquaintance; 

Uy far his juniors. Scarce a scull's cast up. 

But well he knew his owner, and can tell 

Some passage ofbis life. Thus hand in hand. 

The sot has waik'd with death twice twenty years: 

And yet ne'er yonder on the green laughs Jouder, 

Or clubs a smuttier tale.- When drunkards meet; 

None sings a merrier catch, or lends a hand 

More willing to his cup. Poor wretch i he. minds not., . 

That soon some trusty brother of the trade 

Shall do for him what he has done for thousands. 

*< On this side, and on that, men tee their friends . 
Drop off, like leaves in autumn; yet launch out 
Into faiUastic schemes which the long livers 
In the world's hale and undegen'rate days 
Could scarce have leisure for. Fools that we arc, 
NeTcr to think o? death and of our^ehea 
At the same time: as if to learn to <ft'd 
Were no concern of ours. Oh • more than sottish: 
For creatures of a day, in gamesome mood, 
fo Frolic on eiernity's dread brink, 
(Jnapprehensive; when for ought we know. 
The very first swolii surge shall sweep us in. 
Think we, or think we not, time hurries on 
With a resistless unremitting stream ; 
Yet treads more soft than e'er did midnight thief, . 
That slides his hand under the miser's pillow. 
And carries off his prize. What is thu -world? > 
What but a spacious ^t;/r/fl//eW.unwaird, 
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^ev'A with de&tli's spoils, the «paiU nf animUt;, 
Suvage and luttic, Juid full of dead meti'i bonep. 
The very turf nn which we tread once liv'il ; 
And we that live must lend our eartasses 
To cover our own ofRpring-: in iheir tnrni 
They too must cover their's. Tjg here all meet 
The shiv'ring Icelander, and Bunbumt Moure; 
^fen of all crimes, that ntver mel belbre; 
And of all creeds, the Jew the T^irk the Claiilian, 
Here the proud pritiee, and tavou rile yet prouder. 
His sowreigti's keeper, and the people's iicourge. 
Am huddled out of sight. Here lie acasU'il, 
The great negtliastn of lb« earth. 
And oelebraled mat ten of the balince, 
Deep read in atrataKcm*. and wilet of courts. 
Now vain their irtais tkill Death scorns to treat. 
Utre the o'erloadeil ^lave Rings down his burden 
From hia gali'd shouldersj and when the stem lyram 
Willi (II his guards und loolsof pnwcc about him. 
In medita*.in)c new unheard-of hardships. 
Mucks hii short arm;— nad quich as IhougliC escapes 
Where tyrants vei not, and the weary rest. 
Hfc the warm Iner, leaving the eoot shade. 
The tell-taFe echo and the babbling stream 
(Time nut ortnind tlie fav'rite seal* of love) 
Fast by his gentle mislresi lays htm down, 
OnbUited by foul tongue, //r re friend* and lock 
I.te elosci unmindful of their former feudi. 
The Uwn rob'd prelate, tnd plu-in pretii/ler. 
Ere nliile lllat stood alooli as shy to meeli 
familiar mingle Urt, like aiiier streams 
That some rude interposing rock has split. 
Hart is the large lliob'd pfuaitli—Bcn llie r/d:d . 
Of a span long, that never saw the Kiin, 
Nor press'd the nipple, hlrangled in life's porch. 
' Jbr t is the Jim^er, with her song aiuJ danEhicr* i 
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The bairen w^e aad lonf-demiirrin|p mMt 

Wuote lonely* UDappropriated sweeU 

Sknil'd like yoo knot of cowslips on the cUflT, 

Not to be come at by the willing band. 

Mere are the^rttds severey and gay coquette, 

The sober wcbw, and the young gpreen virgin^ 

Cropp'd like a rose before 'tis fully blown^ 

Or half ita worth disclos'd. Strange medley htr^ 

Sere garrulous old age winds up his tale ; 

And jovial ynUh of lightsome vacant heart« 

Whose ev'ry day was made of melody^ * 

Hears i.ot tJie voice of mirth.- The shrillptoagii'd fftrvwr. 

Meek as the turtle-dove, forgets -her chiding; 

Mere are the wise, the generous, and the biHve ; 

The just, the good, the worthless^ and profanCf 

The downright down, and petfectly well bred '^ 

The fool, the churl, the scoundrel^ and the mean, 

The supple statesman and the patriot stern ; 

The wrecks of nations and the spoils of time; 

With all the lumber of six thousand years. 

Poor man/ how happy once in Xhyjrtt ttateJ 

When yet but warm from thy Great Maker's hand, - 

lie stampM thee with his image, and, well pleas'd, - 

Smil'd on his last fair work. Then all was well. 

Sound was the body, and the soul serene ; 

Like two sweet instruments, ne'er out of tune. 

That play their several parts. Nor head, norheart, 

OfTer'd to ache : nor was there cause they should ; 

For all was pure within : no fell remorse. 

Nor anxious castings up of what might be, 

Alarm'd his peaceful bosom. Summer seas 

Shew not more smooth, when kiss'd by southern wij^gif 

Just ready to expire —Scarce importun'd. 

The generous soil, with a luxurious hand, 

Offer'd the various produce of the year. 
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And cv'ry thin; nwat perfect in ii« kinO. 

Blessed ! thrice bleised dsy& !— But, ah ! how slioct ! 

Uless'd as the pleasing dreams of holy men. 

But fug-itlve like thate, anil quickly e^ne. 

Oil ! alipp'ry stale of things! — what iudden turns 1 

IVhai strange viciMiludes in Ibe first leaf 

Of man's sad hlMory !— To-day most happy. 

And ere to-morrow'a sun has set, most aliject. 

lluiv scant the space between these vast exlremci '.' 

Thus far'd it wiUi our lire /—Not long enjoy'd 

His parftdise. Scarce had the happy tenant 

Of the fair spot, due time to prove its sweets. 

Or sum them Up, wh«n ■traig'ht he must begone. 

Ne'er to return again. And must lie go I 

Can nought compound for the Grtt dire ofTcncc 

or erring man > Like one that is condemii'd, 

F^ain would he trifle time witli idle litk. 

And parley wiih hia faie : but 'lis in »g.ii. 

Not all the lavish odours of the place, 

OHer*d in incense, can procure hia pardon. 
Or mitigate his doom— « mighty nngel, , 
With Qaining sword, forbib* his longer itay. 
And drives the loiterer forth ; nor must he take 
One last farewell round. At once he Tott 
Mis gtury and kli Gun. ir m 
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\ i'ict of his bliss, and bent on new adTcntures, 
I Dvi! he would needs try ;— nor tried in vain, 
I ;Dreadfiil experiment ! destructive neasiire! 

White the worst thing could happen, is sucoeis^; 

Kits', too well he speed;— tbcj-M<lbe acoro'd 
I Stalk'd of reluctant tike an ill us'd ghost, 
L «ii((l-lai?tun)i—Bf if )l did, iU visits, 

I 
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:e of >i»^e/>, short, and far between .- 
le blacli ilemon witi) his hcll-icap'd Uixio,- 
once into its better, room, 
land mutinous, nor wauld begone ) 
t o'er the man ,- who now too laic 
ash error wliich he could not mend : 
■1 fatal not to him alone, 

E ! future Bone, UU fortunes heirs, 

jj. .. Kn-j^™-. I — u........ T,jiure groan! 

And lis VI » gfa every vein, 

" What havoc tiaat thou made, fna) monster, tin 
Greatest and firat of ilia — the rruitful parent 
Of woes of M dimensiona !— But for ilite 
Sorrow had never been ! All noxious thing. 
Of the vilest nature, otber sorts of evils 
Are kindly circumacrib'd; and have their bounds. 
The fierce v<ilcani>, from its burning entrails. 
That belches molten Etonp , and globes of fire i 
Involv'd in pitchy clouds of amuke and stench. 
Mars the adjacent fields for somi: leagues round. 
And there it stops. The big iwnin inundation. 
Of mischief more diffusive, raving loud, 
Buries wliole tracts of country, threatening more : 
But that, too, has its shore it cannot pass. 
More dreadful far than t^hese '. Sin has laid waste,, 
TJot here and there a country but a vmrld i 
Dispatching at a wide extended blonv 
Entire mankind ; and for their satces defacing 
A whole creation's beauty with rude hands ; 
Blasting the fuodful gain, and loaded branches, 
And marking all along its way with ruin. 
Accursed thing ! — Oh ! where shall fancy find 
A proper name to call thee by, expressive 
Of all thy hortora.'— Pregnant womb ofill* !'- 
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Of tCBpcr la Iranicendend}' mali(;n, 

Th»t toaJi iind serpent* ol' mont deadly kind, 

Compar'd tn thee, are I»rin1caii — sickiiesae* 

Of every s'xxe and Bymptiim. ractioff pains 

And bluest pUgur.s are thine. Bee now the iieiitl 

Prufiiscly scailt-cB Ibe conlu^ion round ! 

Whilst deep moolh'd slaiisliler, beHowing at her beeU, 

Wades deep in blood new «piU : yet for lo-morruw 

Shapes out new work nf great uncammon daring. 

And iply pines till the dread blow is ■Icuck. 

" But hold, — I've gone loo far: too much diicovcc'd 
My father'a nakedneta, and nature's shame. 
Here let me pause and drop an boaest tear. 
One burst of filial duty and condolence, 

:r all ihosc ample deserts ibnih halh spread. 
This chaat at munkliid. O, great maiitaler .' 
Whose eTcry day ia carnival, not sated yet ! 
. Unheard of rficurt .' without a fellow ? 
The Terieal glumnt do not always cmm , 
Same interTals ol abitinence are sought 
To ed^ the appetite ; tini seehest none. 
Methinks ilierountleas swartns thou hMt devaurU, 

lid Ihousunds ihst each hour Lhou gobblest up. 
This, less than ihit, migbt ^rgc thee to the full, 
., ah I rapacious still, thou irapVsl for mere -. 
Like on^ whole days di^fcauded of hi* ntealt. 
On whom link hunger lays her skinny band. 
And wetB lo keenest eagerness hii cravings. 
As if diseases, massacre, and poison. 
Famine and war, were not thy caterer*. 

" But, know that thou muit render up llie Jead, 
And with high int'reit loo. They are not tliine i 
Out only in thy keeping for a •enson. 
Till the great promls'd day. of restitution, 
When Initj ti;flij5iv? sonnd frrim hra/en irump. 
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Ofslrong lung'd cherub, sti nil alarm lliy c*ptiv< 
And route the long', long sleepers into life, 

Dsf -light and liberly. 

jfV,pn must tliy doors fly opea, and reveal 

The minds that lay loTig forming under ground. 

In their dark cells iittmur'd; but now full ripe. 

And puK as silver from the crucible. 

That iwice+iasiteodihc torture of the fire. 

And inquisition of the forge. We know 

Th' illuatriuuB deliverer of mankind, 

TbesonofGod, theefuil'd. Him in thypoVi 

rhou couldesi not hold : — Self-vigorou* he rose, 

And shaking ofT Illy fetten, soon retook 

rhoK spoils his voluntary yielding lent t 

^Sure pledge of our releasement from thy thrtU !] 

Twice twenly days he aojourn'd here on e«rUi, 

And shovr'd himself alive to ehmia loimeisei, 

Qy proofs so strong, that the most alow usenting 

Had not a scruple left. This having done, 

He mounted up to Heaven. Jtlethinks I see him '(( 

Climb the aerial higbts, and gilds along 

Athvart the severing-clouds: hut the laint eye. 

Flung backwards in the chase, soon drops its 

Disabled quite, and jaded with pursuing. 

Heaven's porlris wide expand tolei him in ; 

Nor are his friends shut o«tt as a great prini 

'Not for himaeir alone praeures adiciEilon, 

But for his train, ItwashuToyal will, 

'Iliat where he is, there should bis ralloweri he, 1 

Btalh only lies between. A gloomy path '. 

Made yet more gloomy by our coward fears : 

Hut not untrod, nor tedious i the fugitive 

Will soon gJ ut^. Uesides there's no by-road 

T-. bliss. rhe:i why, like ill-candiUon'd chUdrell 
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%t«t we tt trmsieitl lunliliipi in ilie way 

llukl leads Id puivr ijr, aod auftcr iklci. 

And a nt'cr scttinf sun !— Foci* llint we ore '. 

We wUh (o be where «wecl» unwjilier'ing bloom ; 

Bui striiglii aur wuh rcvuhe, mJ will not go. 

9o h;ivc I aecn. Upon a summer's e?*i<> 

Tut by ibe rWlets brink, a joungsler pU>' - 

llov wisltfiiUjIie looks to Item the tide' 

This moment rentUtf , yeKt unresoIvM : 

At last be dips his foot ; but as he dips. 

Ills fears redouble, and he runs away 

or all ibe flowers that paint the further bank, 
Aod smii'd so sweet of late. Thrice welcome Jealh, 
Thut after many * painful bleeding step 
Cnnducts us to our hnme, and lands us safe 
On the long wish'd fot shnre. Prod.gions changel 
Our bane lurn'd to a blessing I death disarm'd. 
Loses his fellness tjuite. All thanks to h>m 
Who scour;;'d >he venrrni Dul. Sute the lail md 
or the good man in peace/ How calm his exit.' 
WiRhi dew* r*ll not more gently lo the gratmdi 
Mor weary wurn out winds eipire sn soft. 
Behold liidi in the evening tide of life, 
A life wtll spent, wltose early care it was 
Wis riper years sboiild not upbraid his sreeo: 
By unperceir'd degroes be wours svay ; 
Yc*, like llic aun, stems larger at his Bctiinp. 
<High in hit faith and hopes) lonk bow he reacho . 
After the priie in *iew i and, like a bird 
Whilst the g'lad gvtes ofsighl are wide expanded 
Tu let uew glories in, the first fair fcuitB 
Of the fut cominj; harvest. TVs.' oh then.' 
Gtcb eaHh-hom joy grows rile or disappears, 
^^^Arunk lo a thing ofnoughi. Oli '. how he lon^ 
^H^^Bto^e hig passport sign'd, and be di-iniiss'd '. 
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TU done, rind row hc'» happy !— llie glad goa! 
Has not a wi*li micro wn'cL Ev'u the taj /Usli 
Bmt too in hape oT mixting once again 
lu better half, never lo sunder more. 
Hor shall it hope in vain .- — The time drain on. 
When not a single spot of burial earth, 
Whetlier on land, or in the spacioua sea. 
But mnst gi»e back his long commitLed dust 
Inviolate.— And ftUhfully aliall ibeie 
M aike tip ilie Ml account : not llie least atom 
Kmbezil'd or misUi.l, of the whole tale. 
Hacli laul ihall have a kadi/ re^Ay fiirnish'd 
4nd each shall have hit own. Hence, je pro&ne \ 
Ab not how can this be r — Sure the same Jiov/'r 
I'liat i-eat'd the piece it firs-t, and toot it duwn. 
Can rC'isicmblc the loa^e s«atter'd parts, 
\nd put them ns Ibcy were. Al.mighty God 
llu done much more, nor is his arm iropalr'd 
Through length of dajrs ; and what he can be will. 
Ilia failhfulnDs: stands bound (n see it done. 
When ihe dread ti'um|Jet sounds, the alumh'ring duel, 
Xol in attentive to the calQ sliall wake: 
And ev'ry joint possess its proper place. 
With a new elegance of rorm unknown 
I'o its first state Nor shall the conscioui laul 
Mistake its partner, but amidst the crowd 
Singling iu other half, into its arms 
Shall rush with all the impatience of a man 
That's new come honte, and having long been absent 
With haste runs over cv-ry different room, . 
In paiit to see the whole. Thrice happy meetings t 
Nor time nor lUath shall ever part them more. 
'Tm but a night, a long and moonleas ni{^t i 
We make the jroiv our bed, and then are gone. 

" Thus at the shut of ev'n, the weary bird 
Learen the wide air. and in some bnely brake 
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' Qpw'rs dova, biid ilotei 1:11 the ilaun orday, 
I'llen cltpg III* well-flEitg'd wings and bears nw»y." 

\Vc hare just witnesseil tlie exit of llic vajn BU^j 
Toiatile votary of fashion ; wo will now lafco o<t^ 
eyes from this gloomy picltirc of iuiman dcpravll. 
and wrctchediiosa, aiiii plafe them on the more n 
fulgent delineation of tlie pursuits, tlie plcasurcsJ 
andthe end of the votary oi religion and virtue. 

Wc have already said, that tlie appetites of \h^ 
body are soon cinyed, anil Ihe most delicious a 
luxurious banquets soon become, if not disj^ustf 
Bt least common and insipid. But the mind c 
never bo cloyed with the plenitude of inlcllecio(J 
zratificalion, which the charming female proves t 
CO the case, who turns a deaf ear to the syren' 
M>ng, despises the harmonious hypocrite, nnd re- 
linquishes all the illicit, the vile, the fashionable 
follies of the age; oar, all the vain things that 
charms her most, she saoriftues them for the ardent 
love she cherishes for her Almighty Parent. Her 
love augments with her years, and her divine en- 
joyments, still increase, with all the luxuriancy of 
mental delight: yet she is so far from being supi 
feited with their accumulation, that she still panui 
for more of iliosc Iioly, heavenly, happy plensurcaa 
Her listening to Ihu commands of her gracious Pa^ 
rent, with her intellectual car, or vicwiuK 'I'C glo- 
ries of his Icingdom, or the superlative beaulie^ oi 
his person willi her intellectual cj^c, iIops not proJ 
elude her from viewing, vvith admiration and veno' 
ration, the handy works of the Architect of nalurcL 
the flowery gardens, the vernal groves, the scfintedj 
meadows, the fragrant woods, the chrystal strea " 
the terraqueous globe it self- teeming with nl 
dance for man and beast; the firmnment s|»rinl 
with golden planets, all either inlcrBjiersed i 
numerous worlds and irradiated with innunion 
comets and conslelloiions : ilia whole 
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])regnant with life ; all these things she views with^ 
the most reverential devotion and sentimental de- 
li<!:ht : but her views are not confined to visible ob- 
jects. She enlers the intellectual world majesti- 
cally bold. She views with one comprehensive 
glance of her mind's eye, donfiinions, thrones, pria- 
cipallties, virtues and powers, arranged in imperi- 
al ort^er ; with starry hosts, and myriads of smiling 
cherubs ; and hears the melodious lays of the celesr 
tial world ; and ihor:gh it is through a glass darkly, 
yet she sees the eternal great First Cause shroud-, 
ed with refulgent and inaccessible glory, from 
whose sacred presence, streams of light, life, and 
:ove, incessantly distil, arKl enrapture the heaven- 
ly hosts, who continually see more of his munifi- 
cence developed, and more of his clemeticy exer- 
cised over all his creatures, celestial and terrestrial, 
at whose head he sits majestically glorious, holds 
the helm of affairs, keeps m motion the machinery 
of the universe, and looks from high arch with in- 
dignation upon that pitiful, that sordid, that volup- 
tuous wretch, in his splendid mansion, who, for the 
sake of indulging his appetite, sacrifices the intel- 
lectual pleasures peculiar to the first born sons of 
heaven ; while, with the same glance he descries^ 
under the embowering shade of the lofty oak, and 
at the door of his rustic hovel, the unlettered sav- 
i2;c, surve\ ing with admiration the rude scenery 
and romantic beauties of the forest, the transparen- 
cy of lieavch's blue arch, the velocity of the vivid 
]i2;htning, and listening to the distant bellowing of 
.he roiling thunder : while with reverential awe he 
lenders his Creator the grateful offering of untutor- 
vtl iiomage. 

All these pleasures, and more than tongue can 
express, are the sure inheritance of this virtuous 
and pious female. Wherever she goes, she dis*- 
icminates benefactions, and receives in return be* 
:iediciiQas); she is the orphan's mother.;^ the poo; 
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■mtlow's comforter, ami Ihe social onJ syntpothej 
frtpmi of the p')or in seneral. If sunden ilai.j" 
threntf^ns. Iter eyes are constantly fixed upon I 
Almij^hiy Frioiiil : if sod il en blessines dcocei^ 
h'T heaii, liT a;rateftil heart, is instinctive ii 

praises ond- thanksgivings in the ears of b 
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Thus *.he cnulinuM, "for ever bles&inf and 
ever blessed," till the yjeriod arrives 'in wiil| 
death, with hesvenlv sniilss, will give he 
port to her Father's kinedon-, where she ascctn 
with glorious emiltation,. borne on the goMenwi tigs 
of arch-annels. and i^ confrralulated by the hpoven- 
ly hosts, and eondiiclpd to the- presence of Gpd to 
euioy hi" smiles and sublime approbation, for ''et/c 
hoih not »tf7i, nor ear heard, neither /inlhitenler- 
ed into I lie heart ofimin to coneieve," the glori- 
ous brilliancy of that starry diadein, with which 
this virtuoua female is crawoed in the celestiid 
•world 

There is another powctlol motive t ivould s 
•»iwl, to stimulate my juTcnile readers in the pdj 
^uit of piety and viiiue; and thai is, the imno«l 
bility of avoiding the maleditlion and penalties<i 
that august tribunal, thnt omnipresent monitd] 
(hat inesorafale rpprover, conscience; iboiigh yd 
rnajr escape the laws anr] censures of men, j 
cannot escape his divinity (if I may call it » 
planted tn your own hrcnst, who is always acC^ 
lins or oscusina;, commending- or ropreHendia 
you according to Ihe merit or demerit of your i 
lions If you lakff the wings of an angel and 1 
into thft heavens, Ihe pit of hell, or the utterm^j 
parts of iho earth, you cannot possibly escape til 
scrutiny of this imparria) judge, this (^od moiiitfl 
who will always watch yoii wherever \o»pfi.i. 
close as a tiger watches bis prey, and will seize yd 
wil^ the impetuousity and furv, when vou m 
■nnnter to the mandates of the Kleroal. lilveafl 
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W there were do future rewards and punislimenU, I 
MiouU it not be wis<loin in you to live u virtrioia I 
lifu in order (0 avoiO Ihc la»hes of a guiliv co». 
ecieijce ? I would ask, whicli of the faciilties'ortbe 
liunuin mind arc iraproved hy lollowing the ftsb- I 
ions ;ind fopperies of the presenl agQ ? For my pan j 
I do not know of any. It latlter poisons itieirm- 
ertpu8, prevents their useful tendencies and con- 
taiHitiates eieRtnnllj^ the innocent pleasures ol'Jife^ 
nay, ruins Ihc consliluLiuns of its voteric!). That 
yoimp women, who caught a cold a cottsumpHon, 
&aii a premalure death, by foltowingthefashioni) 
proves iht^/orce of my arguments ; bh weli as her 
co'ijp.inion, whose pallii] counlenaace and emaela- 
ied hocti/ , declares to every candid mind that the 
shrine of yiisAJon commonly called the temple of 
pleasure, is rather the receptacle of pollution, the 
repository of disorder, anti (he sepulchre of deatk 
Survey it, therefore, with horror, and avoid it wilt) 
avidity Remcniber, that those who expose their 
bodies and prostitute their minds, countt^ract titt' 
Jaws of nature, and bid^ defiance lo nature's OqcL 
IfjthereJore, your vain ond volatile (I will not say 
vile and vulgar.) companions nr relatives, solicit 
you tncessanlly and iinportmtalcly to parlicip ' 
the unhaltowcd pleasure, the superiiciar deli^ 
the intcrtlicled indigencies which depraved 1M 
ion legalizes, and depravation of manners has q 
'Icred popular; do not, my youngc readers, doj 
I conjure you, listen to ihe seductive, the enchi 
iiig the syren voice: it leads to the chambei4 
donth,. and poor sutisiuDiion will it be in the ea 
of your,pHriiciiuiting tiie chimerical and lumaJ 
ploasUTG witii real and perjKtiuil [lain, lo reflect tl^_ 
thousands of fellow creaiuies have acted in iTie 
sumc manner. lint rubh from Itie cnchanring, ihe- 
, fascinating voice, as the innocuiit dove precipiiat ~ 



' her 0iglii from the infuluaii&i; presence of the | 
IfcloJ serpent, wtuch sh& belioms cliari»ing,AJ 
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airoyiog her coiilemporary worblersof the vei 
groves ! slie seeks lUe L\t:e|i recesses of the embi 
ering shadG, and ihougli sented oti ilie lol>y boi 
of Ibe spreadin)^ foliage, and in perfect sec 
ytit Still her lieart beaitt uC!;Jiinst the braiichi'^j. 
Thus, Mum i}ic (ircai^ui ftiare; and iSus, 
iU i'av your subsequent salety. A Houd of 
esliiig ih0Uf;bt3, Ultimately cnnected with your 
future Iranqiiility, crowd profusely oi ' ' 

riie majority ot which I miKt reject. 
almost exceeded my hinits already ; sonie of whi 
however, are of such niagtiilude and iraportani 
that I must |-timbly beg the n afler to exert ' 

Sitience- and maintain comjiosure, while I m 
intthem. 

I wo lid first, therefoie. warn you from the 
mission ol a certtiin ''ia^/ica/ crime lyimfernal 
arii;in, which, aUs ! loo olteii is the companion of 
the convivial associations of jour sex. as iv«n aa 
their TEA PARTIES. I mean inlellectaal asBsssina- 
tion. Uh ! how often is the cl<aracicr of an unsus-] 
\ pecting neighbour, netjuainiance, or cvfen reltiiiue, i 
I in such parties, Uissecied, scriiti»ixud, xcamlaliS' ' 
ed, and analyzed, •*i\\.\\^ii mach inseimbitity as' 
I ihat oftbebtiLeher when lie is cutting iipthe inro- 
• eeat lamb for market; am) asvoid oi the tinecj 
I fee'ings which ennoble human, nature, as the li 
I while dcvouNni; his mnnetoU prey. Shun. 
I bc^ceth you, this pestilentiid vapour, ibat hreall 
I defamatiun ; it springs spnntaaeousiy from i 
I bottanile«» pit, and is Kte emissary, ibe auxilisL, 
I or,I mi^htsay, the prime ministerSatan, by whii 
' his inalevoleacc is (livptayod in niimiature, dissef 
I inated in superabundance, and retailed wi ' 
I ly. The imperuoally aiiij fury uf Die I 
1 the sublilily and vUeness oi Ihc sorpeoi. ore unileil 
I reciproculfy in ibis offspring ufliuil. Vet, ala«! 
' Tiotwithslandinf; ihe blachnesa and deformity at- 
I 'hii bauclul criatc,_ it pcrvwles every grade, — ■" 
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I contaminates every party in society with its pestt- 
Jlential effluvia. It finds admission into the rustic, 
J Ciiid resplendent hab«tations ot the poor and rich, the 
' noble and i^nobe, the peasant a -d potentate, the 
(philosopher and the divine; it hovers over the 
I courts i»f judicature, visits periodicaliy the pulpit 
' and presidential chair, resides in the in:perial 
I throne ; is depictured on the lawyer's physioeno- 
. my, the poet's brain, and the itinerant scribbler's 
I closet is Its perpetual and welcome habitation. It 
I was his hell born fury that kindled the fires which 
' consumed the martyrs; that blows the clarion of 
[ war; that drenches the earth with human blood : 
that peoples and re-peoples «he rea^ions of eternal 
diaath ; tnat promotes ana»chy and intestine com- 
motion in nations, discord and ino,uietude in fami- 
lies, and all the boisterous and turbulent passions 
I ki the breasts of individuals: — in one word, it ren- 
I ders this earth an hospital, the land of sickness and 
'sorrow; which would otherwise be a terrestrial 
t^radise, the land of concord and peace. Instead,, 
t}ierefore,of encouragins:, theoretically, by silence., 
or by lending your name; hands, or tongue, t » ac- 
celerate this work of intelle« tual massacre, use 
your utmost power to extirpate it from every cir- 
cle you move in, from every house you enter; re-* 
member the proverb, ^Silence speaks consent.'* 
If you listen with composure or complacency to- 
the voict» of slander, you are virtually its abettor. 
In this respect s^ifferance is pusillanimity, silence 
inhumanity, and forbearance treason ; for, even by 
iilence you re-animate, if you do not retail, this 
3xicrable filth of hell. 

There is ano?her e;t«;antic foe, which I would 
warn you above all things to beware of: I mean 
the proselyte and votary of seduction. He has 
already been held up to popular animadversion and 
contempt in this performance, which is principaly 
Intended to defend you from his innovations and^ 
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inachinaliotis. I need not say m- n\\ (o on fli 
_i«ct, only to advise you to avoid vile and viilj 
lashJon; and in so doing, you will avt.id thi 
inmivntors. For the adopt at Bediiclion is en ooi 

aged by the voluptuous appciirHoce of the fashic 

able female, to comence ins altnck on }ier virtliel 
Dress pvudenlly and modestly, and they will not 
dare to altenipl it; Litt vi ill view you with iT>>|)cct 
and admiration. For, no man admires a prudent 
and modes* wontfin, and de^pis^s an unchaste and 
vicious woman, more than a libertine. Before I 
conclude this subject 1 would wish to inculcate on 
the minds of my fair readers, one truly important 
lesson ; which is, to view with horror, and repulse 
with maeaanimity and scorn, the man who makes 
the smallest attack upon your virtue. Let it shock 
_ you with the quickness ot electricity, and letlhe re- 
pulse be instantaneous, and the battle is won. But 
alas! how many thousands of unsuspecting, uncon- 
scious, and virtuous females, have been ruined by 
neglecting this precaution. The lover, or suitor, 
first appears with dtffidc'ce and conscious shame, 
to assault the delicacy ot the silly fair one. She 
repulses him, indeed, with genllu repjoof, but not 
with suitable indignation, and hoiror of heart ; S'^ 
her pusillanimity only tends to r-under still mi 
A invincible the guilty intentions of Ibc amorl, 
lover. Her coyness, in ^liort, only tends to inflai 
his unhallowed passions to the highest pitch 
voluptuous delirium. The sttauel verifieB thi 
verb, ^'give an inch and he wul take an ell.'" _^ 
I will be bold to affirm, that such a man, thoi^i 
his intentions, afiections, and resolutions, be eVM 
so ardent, disinterested, and sincere, towards the 
girl he ruined, prior to that tragical event; yet 
posterior to it, his pood intentions and resolut' — 
'" ' - eventually vanquished, and nothing, I 
it, not even ihe loas ot fortune, friends 
ir even life itself, will so efiectuilly aoi 
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hilate the love that man entertains, as imprudenGe 
and immodesty on the part of that woman ; and this 
is very natural, [f I love a woman ardently and 
affection ate] v» and really intend to make her my 
wedded wife; if that woman will allow me, pre- 
vious to the matrimonial alliance, to take liberties 
incompatible with their chastity — this imprudence 
on her part destroys all confidence on mine; and, 
consequently, vanquishes my love, though not my 
pity : for I must believe, indeed 1 cannot help be- 
lieving, that she would.give another person, under 
the same circumstances, and with the same oppor- 
tunity and importunity, the same liberties she gave 
to me ; and sne is not, of course, a fit person for an 
honourable man's wife: and, indeed, 1 could not 
marry her without sacrificing my future mental and 
domestie peace ; for I never could have real con- 
fidence in ner ; and, consequently, jealousy would 
be always, on the most trivial occasions, lifting up 
its disti^cted head, and, with the keenest pan^ 
imbitterins my future days. 
A great cfeal might be said to elucidate this topic, 
and a long deduction of examples might be addu- 
ced to consolidate what has already been said ; 
but, I very much fear that I am enlarging the sub- 
ject too much; suffice it, therefore, to add, that the 
only sure and certain means you can successfully 
use to secure your lover's heart and hand, is by an 
exemplary modest demeanor, a prudent reserved- 
ness, an open cheerfulness, void of even the appear- 
ance of coquetry ; and. to crown all, a modest inge- 
nuiousness, which, in the sight of an intelligent 
man, is a pearl of great price. Again, the most 
effectual means you can possibly use to cause your 
lovei, through virtuous and honorable, "for strong 
temptations with the best prevail,'' to forsake you 
forever, is by allowing him to take liberties incom- 
patible witn your delicacy; and, if you let him 
go a step farther, and storm the ramparts that de- 
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^^OTr chastity, Iho mnment this is eflceled ha 1 

[eit. howei^er arVnt aad {lure his passion may A 

Bve been before; for ever fled, and leaves you in J 

Heiit sadness to bewail your er«duliiy, imbecnily^f ' 

Uplicit/, and premature pruatilutiou. 

" Kiiin eHiiues, icliroicb, niiil endless (llame. 
And this CiIm Blep Tir ev^-r biuTs li«r liitae '. 
InvnU nUli team tliu los«ab<> mnj ileplarv. 



Yoli see the dreadfully fnrmidable precipice 

C^nded beneath you; thereftjro beware and 
iproacb it not on 'yanT peril, us its environs 
^^ enchanted ground. Rpmcmber, aiso, the 

ignitude of the cri-ue, and that accordine to 

; Mosaic dispensation, the female who suSered 
erself to be violated, when it was in her power to 
:ll for help, and receive assistance, was iKmsidered 
liltj* of the cnme of whoredom, and stoued to _ 
;ath for the same. 1 

There is one sentiment 1 would particularly wish 

inculcate upon your minds, where it should al- ' 
ays hold a distinguished place; and that is, the 
■cat danger resulting to your sex, from pecipitato 
id imprudent associations Vou shoula compare 
Mir charjcter to a clean sheet of whit^ paper, 
hich. If once Htainedi will bo always visibly un- 
[eau and unfit for use, unless for the most common 
loses. Remember your reputation may as 
y be stained by associating with vain and vi- 
jus companions, as a clean sheet of paper, whea 

posited with unclean mBtcrlals. Many unsus- 
ctins innocBBt females have been ruined by 

epinf; company with vicious persons of Iheir 
rii sex, whose credulity proveil a prelude to their 
Bftradation and infamv. Thi^ i« be.iuiifuMv exeni- 
lified in the pathetic History of Charlotte Tempi' 
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a tale of truth, written by Mrs. Rowson; and per* 
haps, I mi^ht «ay, without stepping over the line ^ 
of veracity^ thoirsands of unhappy, uneonscious 
females, for the want of this caution, are led to de- 
struction in tl^e same manner. A secret desire, 
which lurks iu the breast of most young women, 
often 1!$ the cause of innumeraltle evils to them- 
selves in particular, and society in genera! : and that 
is, the love of being admired. They are stimulated 
[ by this propensity, to embrace every opportunity 
of attc! cling places of public resort Many a beau- 
teous f< male appears in the temple of God, for the 
sake of seeing, and being seen and admired ; as 
wefl as the theatre and ballroom: but, alas! the 
incense, the adulation, the at'mirafion they receive^ 
is too often from the characters they should avoid 
and despise; namely, coxcombs and libertines, 
who flatter in order to ruvn them. Too many of 
yoijr sex, while ^hey i^ el the most cogent ambition 
to be admired for ^hcir personal charms, pay no 
respect wha-.-^vp: to their mental qualifications; 
by this ncRiU'f .• -y become the dupes of their own 
designs, tiie v iins of the artful rAe, and the con- 
tempt of*i;i iscprniiig Dart of both sex^s ; and> 
while thtv :-re admired by the licentious many, 
thny are dise>:teenied bv ihe v»rtuous ^ew. 

VV'cre young femaies convinced of the dangers 
bv which they wili be lirroiinded, the moment 
they shake off the manacles of maternal restraint, 
they would tremble for their safety ; hut, alas ! this 
they seldom think of, till environed by reductive 
foes, like the l^eanteous lamb that wonders from 
the fold into the woodlands, it seeks the vernal 
groves and embowering shades, it crops the ver- 
dant green, and skips about every bush; when, lo I 
the beast of prey surround and devour it; while 
its dam bleats and laments its loss in vain. No 
tongue can tell the danger resulting to young wo- 
rien from this fatal propensity; too many unhap- 



sy (I will not say infamon'sj women i 
Deautiful to be (bund, as It respects poraona] 
charms : their beauty proves their destructmo^ 
Hence the more beautiful a woman is, the morg 
fearful and guarded foot voin and proud,) sheo' 
tindoublcdly to he. 

"The prudent nymph whose cliceks disclose. 

The lily and the blushing rase. 

From public view licr chftrms will acreeii, 

And c»rely in tlie crowU be acenj 

This simple truth sh»ll k«ep her wise. 

The fairest fruits tttrnct the flies." 

It is not a fact, that females, when making choicd 
of what are called lovers, do not select prudent*^ 
discreet, and honouraljlc persons of our sex, to 
place their affe'-tioos upon; but rather the most 
ToUtlle and dissipated ; so that the loquacious fop, 
versatile rake, and artful villian, who can laugh, 
sing, swear, dance, and dress fashionably, is prefer- 
red as a female favourite; while llie prudent unas- 
suming yimug man is sent in silent sadness away, 
la it not truly astonishing, that a young womai 
with a particle of common sense in her head, ( 
generosity in her heart, would prefer a liburtinql 
Dewly returned from a brothel, to the mof^t discreea 
of our sex. Yet it is a lamentable fact thatsucEi 
connections are frequently the cause of evfrUstinoL 
distress and mi-ery to the unhappy injudicious 
frn<ale, who has to endui-e a life ofwue far (he inw 
prudence and indiscretion of a moment. The ooln 
way, therefore, to avoid ihe misery rcsuiiint; frotq 
such imprudent cuntiections, is, for iho unexperien- 
ced fcnale not to give {I will not sav her heart otm 
hand, but eve'.ij har co'npany for a moment in pri- 
vate, to a man of diiMipaleil oharailer; for, if sho 
l^ives one Indulgence the rest will be takea of course. 
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In order to tlcmoDstTBte the fatality of indulging 
injudicious attachments, and ailovvtng men of loose 
morals too muchliiniiliarity., I need only point to 
rhe histories of many unhappy femalfiG, who became 
the victims of matrimonial infecility through inja* 
dicious prepossessions ; and [I had almost saidj the 
omnipotence of first impressions, and of premature 
attachments, with oui' sex. Some females, who 
profess to he discerning and discreet, will not hesi- 
tate to aifirm, that "a reformed rako makes the best 
husband. I am truly astonished that a woman of 
common discretion and virlue, would harbour 
such a thought, much less express such a sentiment! 
Surely she cannot be acquainted with human na- 
ture, the depravity of the heart and the invincibility 
of bad habits, or she would not suppose that such a 
man can make a good virtuous husband, without 
the convertirjgerace of God. I will be bold to say, 
that it is utterly impossible, without that all-cofl- 

auerin^ grace, tor any man who may properly be 
enorainated a libertine, to make (1 will not says 
good, but even) a just husband. No evil prop«i»- 
sity is more unconquerable when consolidated by 
habit, and constitutional weakness, than inconti- 
nence; and though such men when they place their 
afTections on women, and find seduction impracti^ 
eablo to accomplish their wishes, they of coum 
marry them, previously making promises of eternal 
constancy; bill, alas ! the moment opportunity ofr 
fcrs ffor by the by, they will not require imporlo- 
nity to solvcit,J they turn the dog to his vomjl^^ 
the sow that was washed to her wallowing ir^'*' 
mire; and, indeed, I will say this much fop t 
they cannot conquer their Inclinations, while U 
the influence of this di-cadful depravity. 

I refer to facts to prove mv arguments :— 
liow many wives arc neglecled anddcsj 
their husbands, who arc the uniform attem 
brothels -and places of infamous rcsoitj and Iho ^<Q 
lent voiariea of seduction. But we will admit|X^ 
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jirgument's sake, that the reformed rake proves 
ways faithful to (he bridal bed; yet then,even till 
let the virtuous female make n comparative C»ti: 
of hU cliiU'acter, and that ofaoniformly mi 
iii«D — the latter of whom has a pure heart and 
adulterated Rllections, to present to the woman of 
hifl choice; who can never, in the moments appro- 
priated 10 reflection, think or say of hor husoand, 
us fallo»-s:— be has by intemperance corrupted his 
principles, vitiated his taste for domestii: enjoy- 
ments, enslaved himself lo the most dcteslnbia 
crimEs, often laid the snares of seduction, ruined 
female innocence, and abandoned to shame the 

§irls who adored him, and whom he seduced from 
10 paths of virtue; he has haunted all Iho broth- 
els within his reach, and, after all, presented rne 
with the leanngs of strumpets, a ruined conslitti- 
tion, a depraved heart, ana a corrupt taste, which 
only rcqnires BR opportunity when it will ha im- 
mediately gratified. — In short, thtj bitter lamenta- 
tions and unulterable sorrow oflhousjuds of slight- 
ed consorts, will give the lie in form to the absurd 
assertion, that a "a reformed rake makes the best 
husband." 

With respect to the necessary directions, which 
might be given you to faaiiitate your safe and hap- 
py passage through the changing scenes of life, ma- 
ny volumes would not contain them; suffice i' '" 
recommand to your oonstEknt perusal, oui- dear 
tlBOmcr's inimitable sermon on the mount; 
full of matter the most jmiicious, advico iho n 
appropriate, and rcfU'Oots tlie most heavenly . 
divine ; and I might recommend the most attonti 
imitation of his unblemished life ; take hiui 
your model, for he has commanded you so lo 
•'ifl«?"nft/'»ie,"8ayshe "/or latnmechandli 
It/ in heart, and ye shall Jind resl unto yoi 
siouls." Attend to all his precepts with religir 
l>UQQtimlity} but Etlnve all. lo tli%t wbetcduty 
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parents is enforced ; love them affeclionalely, obey 
Ihein diligently, and serve ihem unwcarledly. Lei 
me lell you, that iiliil inp;ratitu<Je is more ejtormous 
Ukan (besio of wilchcrall. What have they done; 
«r, rather what have Ihey not done, to prgmote 
yourhippineas! How great, the re lore, is the debt 
oftovc you owe tliem. Aod you, whose, parents 
unhappy lead you wtray, far from the fold of Christj 
Oh ! pity and pray lor them ; bein^ blinded by tho 
sod of this ivorlil, the prince of darkness, they 
fed you Y'-hcti 'hfy ihinlt you will find hiippiocss 
3r.'', -'■-■:-■■ ' -----itions: but which, ala5 ! provo 
tc ' . r pain nnd pollution, 

i-iindwith great deference t» 
ul:- ■. . ; : tvcry ltiiitgelBe,yel j-o'j must 

noi ('11 ai^y ucimjuhi obey them, when iheir injunc- 
<ioi)« tend to cause yoa to disobey God, and mur- 
der your own souls. You should forego your p*- 
rciibl home, utid even sacrifice your life, before- 
you should obey them in this instance; yet not- 
wilhstandln}; their degeticraey and depravity, you 
ire to remember Ihey are still your parents, and 
you should imrlurei cherish, love and serve them, 
to the utmost extent of your power, and to the last 
moment of their lives. Remember how ihey aup- 
pticd your wants in helpless infancy, bore with the 

J cevishriesa of your childhood, and protected and 
iiectod you wnile in the slippery paths of youth. 
They warded oft" the danger by wliieh you were 
ihreateued ; and, perhaps, risked their own livce 
lo save your's, f hey pitied and pardoned your 
wayward indiscretions, and youthful folly; and, 
when they used the rod, it waa with pamotal tears 
trickling down their cheeks ; and even now, when 
they lead you on the stage of fashionable life, tho' 
it is as slippery aa glass, while fiery billows roll 
below it; they doit, I am confident, with the most 
earnest desire, and anxious solicitude to promat* 
your happiness. Do not detest, but pity them } ' 
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roagnilode of your filial and sympaihetie coiri^ 
passion run parallel, with their blindness and de- 
generacy, their fashionable foUiea and splendid 
wretchedness. Remember what anxiety and labor 
they endared, white making provision for your 
comfortable and respectable aceotnmodation. You 
are now in the mornin|rof life; but, remember 
your sun may set at noon. View the churchyard, 
and it will teach you an useful lesson, relative to 
the shortness of time, and certainty of the approach 
of death : yet, if you should live to see many years, 
8nd in the morning of youf life unhappily prove 
disobedient to your parents, perhaps, in your oivn 
turn also, you will be curaed writh diaobedient chil- 
dren, and ail the woes connected with filial ingratt^ 
lode: you will then feel, as well as lcitow,huw in- 
cumbent it is upon children to honor their parents, 
to attend to their precepts, to reverence their grey 
haira. support their declining natures, as well as to 
solace their minds in sickness, and close their eyes 
in death: you will then abhor your untiUal con- 
duct, and blush at the remembrance of your diso- 
bedience : and-were not the dead regardless of the 
eries of the living, you would approach, with so- 
lemn sadness, the solitary tombs of your sainted 
parents, and lament, with tears of penitential sor- 
row, your filial ingratitude; and with those tears 
would yoii bedew the graves which contain their 
ashes ! This yt,^^ woulddo, I know, and judge from 
my own feelings. Cor 1 have myself proved (I speak 
it to mv shame) an unduliful child. 

Finally, remember you were created for tho spe- 
cial purpose of being the temples of the Holy 
Ghost here on earth, and the celebra'Oisof theglo- 
TioUi. praises of the Holy Trinity hereafter in hea- 
ven ; therefore, let your conduct correspond with 
your high vocation. 
I will now conclude, by illustratingihe caution fc 
bjtee fklrcady given, respecting prudence yoQ ntasi 
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UM in your intercourse with the other sex, with sa 
appropriulc poem. It is from the writings of b WO- 
mtn who ww blessed with an ingenious head, but 
an erring heart: let this also be a. lesson to tesch 
you, that the most inimitable talents iocom parable 
Berwusl charois, literary acquirementa, with ttrtl- 
Bci«t brilliaDcy, riches niid fame, will be likeB 
fcather, when put in competition with female de- 
licacy, therefore avoid not only the just censures 
of the world, hut also be so scrupulously circum- 
spect and religiously discreet, as to leave it out ot 
toe power of calumny itself to »tain your good 
name, or depreciate your mora) character, and take 
tfae epoctle's advice by avoiding even the appear- 
anc«orevil. 

May the Almighty Parent of Good render these 
firiendly admonitions a tenfold blessing; to you, and 
B benediction to thousands of your sex, when I am 
wrapped in the cold embraces of the tomb. 

The danger to which the female sex is exposed, 
Irom imphritlv trusting to the professions and pro- 
testations of libertines, is beautifully esemplifted in 
the following poem written by the celebrated Mrft 
VilkJnglon, a sketch of whose biography precf '"" 






Mk. Pilllinglon was daughter to I>r. John Van 
Lewen, and was born in Dublin, in the year 171S. 
9he ha<l a lively genius, and natural turn to poeti-y, 
which qualifications very early gained her the 
."riendsbip of Dr. Swift, and several other persons 
ef learning and distinction in Ireland. But as this 
lady lias been her own biographer, we shall refer 
the curious reader, for further particulars concern- 
ing her, to her own memoirB : and shall only ob- 
serve, that it is a pity this lady was not blessed 
with discretion, and, we may add, good fortune, in 
snfop'fjeDfDTti^a fn h^r geniuri" 
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** In a fair btand in the Southern main« 
Blest with indulgent skies* and kindly raiiu. . 
A -princess UtM, of origin divine* 
Of bloom celestial* and imperial line. 

" In that svveet season* when the mountain sun 
Prepares with joy his radiant course to run* 
Led by the graces* and the danoing hours* 

And wakes to life the various race of flowers ; 
TJ^e lovely queen forsook her shining court* 
For rural scenes^ and healthful, sylvan sport* 

** It so befel* that as* in cheerful talk* . 
Her nymphs and she pursu'd their evening walk; . 
On the g^reen mai^n of the oozy deep* 
They found a graceful youth dissolved in sleep* 
Whose charms the queen surveyZd with fond deligfatj^ 
And hung enamour'd o*er the pleasmg sight ; 
By her command the youth was straight convcyV,- . 
.AAdy.skcBingf softly in her palaee laidt* 
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** Kov ruddy morning purpled o'er the sktea^ 
And beamy light unseftlM the stranger's eyes. 
Who cried aloud, ye goda^ unibid thia scene ! 
Where am I ! what can all these vrondera mean f 

** Scarce had he spoke, when with officious care9> 
Attendant nymphs a fragrant bath prepare ^ 
He rose, be bath'd, and on his lovely head 
Ambrosial sweets^ and precious oiV they shed. 
To deck his polish'd limbs, a robe they brought^ 
In all the various dies of beauty wrought : 
Then led him to the queen, who on a throne 
Of bumisb'd gold, and beamy diamonds shone ; 
But, Oh r what wonder seized her beautleous guesf 
What love, what eeataey lus soul possess'd ! 
Bntranc'd he stood, and' on his falt'ring. tongue 
imperfect words, and half* formed accents hung ; 
Kor less the <|ueen the blooming youth admired, 
N<Mr less delight and love, her soul insplr'd. 

** O stranger ! slid the queen, if higher driveili 
By adverse winds, or sent a guest from heaven. 
To roe the wretched never sue in vain. 
This fruitful isle acknowledges my reign ; 
Then speak thy wishes and thy wants declare. 
And no denial shall attend^our pray'r ; 
3he paused, and blush'd,— the youtli his silence broke^ 
And kneeling, thus the charming qjiieen bespoke : 

'* O goddess ! for a form so bright as thine 
Speaks thee descended of celestial line : 
Iiow at your feet a prostrate king behold, 
Whose faithless subjects sold his life for gold ; 
I fly a cruel tyrant'is lawless band. 
And shipwreck drove my vessels on your strandr 
But why do I complain of fortune's frowns ? 
€lr what are titles, honours, sceptres, .crowns^. 
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To this sweet moment ? while in fond amaze 
On such transporting excellence I gaze ! 
Such symetry of shape ! so fair a face ! 
Such finished excellence I such perfect grace t 
Hear then my only wish, and oh ! approve 
The ardent prayer which supplicates thy love. 

" From J^ephine know, O Prince, my birth I claim. 
Replies the queen, and LucidcCa my name ; 
This island, these attendant nymphs he gave. 
The fair-hair'd daughters of the azure wave ! 
But he whose fortune gains me for a bride 
Must have his constancy severely tried. 
One day each moon am I compelled to go 
To my great father's wat'ry realms below. 
Where coral groves, celestial red display, 
And blazing diamonds emulate the dayv 
In this short absence, if your love endures. 
My heart and empire are for ever your's ; 
And hoary ^/leptitne to reward your truih. 
Shall crown you with immortal bloom and youth , 
But instant death wilt on your falsehood wait, 
Xor can my tenderness prevent your fate. 
Twice twenty times in wedtock*s sacred band ' 

^y royal father joined my plighted hand ; 
Twice twenty noble youths, alas I are dead. 
Who in my absence stain'd the nuptail bed ; 
^our virtues, prince, may claim a nobler throne, 
But mine is yielded on these terms alone. 

" Delightful terras ! replied the raptur'd youth. 
Accept my constancy, my endless truth, 
Perfidious, faithless men ! enrag'd, he cried. 
They merited the ikte by which they died ^ 
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Accept a heart incapable of change. 

Thy beauty shall forbid deaire to range ; 

No other form shall to mine eye seem fair. 

No other voice attract my listening ear, 

No charms but thine shall e'er my soul approvei 

So aid thy vot'ry potent god of lave. 

" Now loud applauses through the palace ring* 
The duteous subjects hail their godlike king *. 
To fcastful mirth they dedicate the day. 
While tuneful voices chant the nuptial lay. 
Love ditied airs, hymo'd by the vocal choir. 
Sweetly attemper'd to the warbling lyre ; 
But when the sun descending souglit the main. 
And low brow*d night assun^'d her silent reign ; 
They to the marriage bed conveyM lUe bride. 
And laid the rapturM bridegroom by her side. 

" Now rose the sun, and with auspicious ny 
Dispell'd the dewy mists, and give the day ; 
When Luctda, with anxious care opprest, 
Thus wak'd her sleeping lord from downy re&t 

'* Soul of my soul and monarch of my hearty 
This day she cried, this &tal day we part ; 
Alas ! my boding soul is lost in woe. 
And from mine eyes tears unbidden flow. 

" Joy of my life, dismiss those needless fear«i, 
ileplied the king, and stay those precious teai'f> , 
Should lovely Venua leave her native sky, 
And, at my feet, imploring fondness, lie. 
E'en she, the radiant queen of soft desires, 
Should, disappointed, burn with hopeless fires. 

** The heart of man the queen's experience knew 
Perjur'd and false, yet wish'd to (ind him ime • 
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She sigh'd retiring^, and in regal state, 
The king conducts her to the palace gate; 
Where sacred J^Teptune's chrystal chariot standby 
The wondrous work of his celestial hands .* ' 
Six harness^ swans the bright machine convey 
Swift through the air, or pathless wat'ry way , 
The birds with eagle speed the air divide. 
And phmge the goddess in the sounding tide. 

" Slow to the court the pensive king returnsy 
And sighs in secret, in silence mourns t 
So in the grove sad Philmnel complains 
In mournful accents, and^ melodious strains/ 
Her plaintive woes fill the resounding lawn^ 
From starry vesper to the rosy dawn. 

" The king, to mitigate his tender pain, 
Seeks the apartment of the virgin train. 

With sportive mirth sad absen«e to beguile. 
And bid the melancholy moments smile ; 
But there deserted lonely rooms he founds 
\nd solitary silence reign'd around. 

<' He call'd aloud, when lo ! a hag appears. 
Bending beneath deformity and years. 
Who said, my liege, explain your sacred will, 

With joy your sov'reign purpose I fulfil. 
My will I detested wretch ! avoid my sight. 
And hide thy hedious shape in endless night. 
What ! does thy queen, o'er-run with rude distrust . 
Resolve by force to keep a husband just ? 

<( You wrong, replied the htg, your royal wife, 
Whose care is love, and love to guard your Yift* 
The race of mortals are by nature frail. 
And strong temptations with the best prevail. 
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Be lliat my cute he said, be Ihlne to send 
Tbe virgin train, let tliem my will attend. 

"The bflJam Red— The cbeerrul nymplis adtaac* 
And trend In mtasiu-'d nirs the mszj dance i 
The enraptur'J prince with greedy eye surveys 
The b^oaniing maids ; and cofeta alJU to gtze < 

" At Icng'ih a maid, superior to the rest, 
Arraj'd ip smiles, in virgin bcairty drest, 
Receiv'd his passion, and Pelum'd his love. 
And soFily uoo'd him to the silent grove. 
Enclos'd in ileepcst sh&de«oFfull grown wogd, 
Within the grove a upacloiis grotto stood. 
Where fol'.y youths in msible deem to mourn. 
Each youth reclining on a fiin'ral um ; 
Thither the nymph directs the monarch's way. 
He trend* her fijotsteps, joyful to obey. 
There, Er'd itith passion, claBp'd her lo his breafil, 
\.nd thus the transport aF his soul con Fes t. 

" Delightful beauty ! deck'd with every ch«rm 
High fducy paints 1 or glowing love can forin ! 
1 sijh, 1 gaic, 1 tremble, 1 adore 1 
Such lovely loots ne'er blest my sight before ! 
Here, under covert oFtb' emboweringf shade. 
Par love's delights and tender transportu made, 
No busy eye our raptures to detect, 
No envious tongue to censure or direct i 
Here yield lo love, and tenderly employ 
The silent season in ecstatic joy. 

" With arms enclos'd, his treasure to retain. 
He sigh'dand woo'd, but woo'd, and sigh'd in vaiu 
She rush'd indignant From his fond embrace, 
Whilerage with blushes paints ber virgin facet 
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Yet still be sues with suppliant hands and eyes, 
While she to magic charms for vengeance flies. 

'^A limpid fountain murmur.d through the cave ; 
She fiird her palm with translucent wave, 
And sprinkling cried, receive, false man, in lime. ' 
The just reward of thy detested crime. ^ 

Thy changeful sex in per6dy delight, 
Depise perfection, and fair virtue slight ; \ 

False, fickle» base, tyrannic, and unkind. 
Whose heart no tows can chain, nor honor bind ; 
Slaves to the bad, to the deserving worst. 
Sick of your twentieth love, as of your first. 
The statues, which this hallow'd grot adorn. 
Like thee were lovers, and like thee foresworn ; 
Whose faithless hearts no kindness could secure, 
Nor for a day preserve their passion pure ; ^ 
Whom neither love iior beauty* could restrain, 
Nor fear of endless infamy and patn. 
In me behold thy queen ; for know, with ease, 
We deities assume each form we please ; 
Kor can the feeble ken of mortal eyes 
perceive the goddess through the dark disguise. 
Now feel the force of heaven's avenging hand. 
And here inanimate for ever stand. 

** She spoke—- Amae'd the list'ning monarch stood, 
And icy horror froze his ebbing blood ; 
Thick shades of death upon bis eyelids creep. 
And clos'd them fast in everlasting sleep ; 

No. sense of life, no motion he retains. 
But fix'd, a drefulful monument remains . 
A statute now, and if revivM onoe more, 
W ould prove, no doubt, perjur'd as before* 




SiNCK closing llic pretijied UesiiUoiy slriclurol 
wliich has been some monlhs ago, a variety o 
itioiighls, connected with the subject, have perioili- 
cslly struck my miiul. I neglected lo attend to 
them, as I feared I Jind been too proliic already 
however, the return flf iht-se reltections, 
were BufliL'ienlly distinct from the antecedi 
seemed lo impress ray mind with the idea, 
something more should be said on the subj , 
Wishing, thererorc, to obey tiie dictates of con- 
science, without attoiuiing to the formality of the 
literati ; indeed vjfsre I to attend lo them, I would 
lop off two-thirds of the most useful matter in the 
performance, io urder to render the remainder sys* 
tematic. and thus pk-ase the vitiated taste of pe- 
dants; ! will io this appendix suggest some of the 
(thoughts alluded to, assured that it will unbarthen 
the writer's mind, if it foils in reforming the rea- 
ders heart. 

In the first place, I haro not only anticipated the 
acrimonj' which the votaries of fashion will mani* 
fest towards my puiformarjot*; hut, T oliilost alroo- 
tly hear, vociferated and reverlteraicd, the hue and 
cry of legions of libertines, coqtielles, nnd prudes, 
against my hypothesis. Say they — behold the 
bombaslical rhapsody of that sentimental moralist 
which evenlmlly tends to rob us of innocent plea- 
sures, and darken the atmosphere of (he juvenile, 
and volatile mind, with the gloom of solemn sad- 
ness, or monastic reslrntnt! Nothing can be more 
lilse, nothing can be more uncandid, than such a 
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conclusion. The very reverse of the above supp«- 
sition is the Irtie case. 

The pn'mary object of the performance is to brinj^ 
the versatile sons and daughters of folly, into thetle- 
lectablepalh in which trucplcasure abounds. Plea- 
sure is the first giftaflheElerna!, Ihemost amiable 
and mostbcioveddaughler of Heaven; but, alas! the 
fuKifive sojOLrner on earth, Ihe inmate oF the social 

■ and serUmciilalnliilanlhroj|ist, which expands, hu- 
maDizes, and cxliilej-ales hia heart: but, the exile 
and outcast of the unsocial, Ihe selAsh, the parsi- 
monious and the penurious votaries of sensiialJly. 
The pleasure I alliidc ffe, is not ivhat was taught in- 
line school of Kpicurus. The pleasure I preach is 

. not the offspring of" sordid or voluptuous gratifica- 
tion ; but the child of Gorf, Ihe first born of the 
skies. ITie epicurean philosophy teaches the sons 
of folly to aeek pleasure, exclusively, in the grati- 
fication of sense, snd perpetration of crimes ; the 
doctrine is, of couree, selfish and devilish, without 
itry reference to futurity or mohal justice, and de- 
grades ils ^otarie3 to brutes. Is pleasure to be 
utund at the table of riotous festivity, in the Tenia] 
arms ot illicit love, in the haunts of debauchery ' 
and disgust, meanness and msdnesa? Surely PQt. 
Pleasure was made for man, and man was made for 
pleasure j for we cannot suppose that God, who is, 
— i, and ever will be, great in goodness, and good 



in greatness, would make nian^for pain, and paj 
for man — it.ii impossible. The. moment we Iwn 
such an estimate of the Deity, we literally insinuSc 



that he is great in badness, and bad in greatiien. 
ThepleSsure I advocate is of a delicate tempergiturB. 
She IB social, rfot sensual ; she is ^od-like, and tipt 
Satanic ; she disclaims consanguinity with indttca- 
ey and eiLcess, and is always solicitous to maintain 
the honour of human nature ; promotes at all times 
in all places, and upon all occasions, the pleasurable 
feelings not only of humanity, but of tbe whole 



tivecrestioo. She views, with a tender teS 
the blualiiig lamb, anil wooinc turtle dove, con- 
siicned to death by the ruthless nand ol power and 
pride. Her lanj^ua^e is, 

' Nil flocts tliiil range Ihe n\lty Tru 
To dlaiigliter I condemn j 
Tatiglii bv ttiKt pnwer thai pilic* mr, 
] lenri li' pily Ihcm," 

Love is her partner: wisdom, modesty, Heticai 
fei^eerriilness benignity, tenderness, anii temp4 
aiice, are her attenilants. She enables her voieries" 
to participate mc^asurably the supreme delight, 
ta*te Ihe ineffable transports peculiar lo the ixrst 
6orii sons of glory, and e:veQ the sovereign of tl 









id love tier lectures teach, 
Villi more (han mnrttil eloquence tbev prcaeb. 
e connoisseurs anj epicures come berc, 
ris pleasure rails. le'iJ n 
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.She delights to dwell in the sympalhetic bosom of 
Lhe fair philanthropist ; sh« nurrures luxuriancy of 
IhoufEhi, benevolence ofsentioient, and munificence, 
practically as well as theoretically ;she shrinks with 
norror from the rude alarms of war, from the clanoa 
and clangour of anarchy^ and rushes prvcipiiatestnd 
disrobed from the panting, boisterous, and turbu- 
lent bosom of the ardent and impetuous warrior, 
and seeks in the sequestered abode of female modes- 
ty, the shelter she is bereaved of in the habitatiooB 
of nen: she makes the bed of death a bed of roses; 
she carpets the intermediate space between the 
^ave and piradiKS, with annbrosul flowers, and her 
rotary is transplanted from an earthly to a heavenly 
^den : as a gardener, when he tees the ftliQo»- 
E 2 
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plmrti bi^ with showers, and hears the brilot 
ot the iiiau>nt thunder, removea hU lentler flo^ 
from the exposure oi' ihc (iesceuding del 
the (uUering hnil, or t.He huwliufi; wliirlwtnd 
%hei «ole tcnipcratui'ti of ihii summer house. 
uitoH, llm jjiciistiro of the sensualist, when comjiu- 
3fcd «t those of iho [ihilanthropist, is like compan 
rinjtthe mtiling ormiglity Ijiuiider to the noi: " 
a death watch. 



oppresa 11, 



h hy Uie act Hlmie Mipivnily blest. 

No Kfcmer rapiuri: nuui tin eartli can know. 

Than UiaC ot I'eeUng and relieving woe." 

Anil 



I 



interesting thought strikes my mind, whid 
will {lut down al once, lest il slips my menmry^ 
which is rery treacherous, and that is, that women 
in their sphere are more capacitaieii, and by the 
CDdoivmehts of nature, are itiote oualtlied lo obtain 
« proficiency in all tlie diversi&ea luxuriaucies or 
this sacred pleasure, than our sex, who are toooftei 
and I vtas ^ing to add, almost naturally estratij 
l^om Ihe divine compssssion, that lender aem" 
ty, that sacred charity, whicii is necessarily pri 
tiTe of the pleasure under consideration. I w 
therefore, encourage my amiable readers to nu: 
this sacred plant oT heavenly crowthj which, 
haps, lies dormant for want of^cultivstion in 
tcntier breasts. Without hesitation, therefore, 
it imdcr contribution, foe voo will find many " 
Tening causes for so dotn){: you need not 
many steps tn lind objects to bestow your llbei 
sod sympathy upon, and 10 receive in retu" 

Eleasure, as you enjoy the employment, whi 
igliest and most exalted angels in heaven 
be ambitious to parlicipsle; and which wouli 
animate the pleisurabie feelint^ they row 
«)d whicbyou will thcD enjoy. Believe me, 
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sboaM Ihinlt fnr yourself, nod think at tarze, hoi 
noble you are b^' nature, susKeplibki of trunacandefl 
tin prove men Is, fearfully and wouilerfiiUy tnadr 
Liberty of opinion is as macb your privilege i. 
ours, and is vour nntural inheritance, as inu«h^ 
yotir personal liberty, 

Hurnuti naliire has long groaned. uTid sttll gruanj 
under the tyranny of cus'om. By tins mean- "' 
female mind is imprisoned in christian, as n_ , 
pagan countries, Vindicate, therefore, Ihe trjrii 
cendent prerogatives of yuur nature, and ma^^iid 
,inous]y resolve no more to be the slaves offiisbioj 
and the dupes of our sox U in the interest of oi 
to encourage fiecilom of investigation among yoi 
sex, Someof irshdve had the elfrontery to assei^ 
thai women should be confined to domi-stia avocj 
tions slone, and should leave the pursuits of arts, 
sciences, an il politics, lo men ; ana, of course, re- 

frobaled the freedom of investigation for which 
contend. In order (o demonstrate ihe co^ncy 
Ofthisrfmark.andlhefalbay, fatality, ai>d absurdity 
of such subterfuges, I wotilcl asktwhalkindofapart- 
ner, or, to use scriptural language, helpmate, will 
3 woman, who has been educated as they generally 
are at present, make for an intelligent and henevo- 
lent mail? What harmony can exist befveen thei« 
m a social point of view? Surely none at all. He. 
can take no more pleasure in her conversation thai 
if she wisof another speoies} oonse(|u«i]Uy, ihoufl 
their connubial t«nderne3s may be reciprocal, thw 
intellectual and sttcinl intercoiirso is far fromliei 
so. What pleasure can a man have in conversatofl 
with his consort, when all her Ihou^hf;, and tail 
and gesture?, are about line cloths, ranhionaMeai 
pendnges, and splendid equipage' ? 1 
mueh as he would enjoy id conversation tvilh I 
dog. Surely then social and sentimental intercouri 
cannot exist between such a countc. I'hey are, c 
coDsequeoco, necessitated to sen in other «jr 
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I other ( 

it cannot , 

jugal lovft is infriagcil if not annihilateil. 
men cnnsider mvh a woman merely as the appl 
tDNoFa seraglio. Aaa taiional companion she a 
not be rsleemed : and such a ivomau, to auch a 
U. in fact, noihing ebe but a domestic ; nc . „^ 
Want ofcaDacit;, but through neglect; for, surely^ 
the one '\shf nature as susceptible of improvement 
u the other } if, therefore, you wish to be uniled to 
a man of parlSj first qualify yourself lor bis com- 
pany. ^ 
i nope my fair readers will excuse my candid and 

Sointed phi-aseology, in the prcscflt momentous 
iscussion. What subject can be more interesting 
to them ? It is intended t;o teach them, In the moat 
compendious way^, how to be respecta!>le, happy, 
ami glorioui in this life, and that which is to rome. 
Ignorance is ihe characteristic ol the savage in tfM 
Wilderness; and the civilian in bis palace, if ignin 
ant, is no better. The mind that is uninformed 
though in a body propped on a staff, and sbakir 
it goes, is in a puc-rilc and pitiable state. Aliened 
the economy of Proridence. and the curiosit}^ 
the human mind : thoughts of futurity the cc 
plaiion of the great First Cau-e. All these v 
monstratc, that foraomethmg more noble and < 
alted were you formed, than to offer incense al 
Shrineof fashion, and to adorn the perishing h 
while ihe immortal soul lies in ruins. 

The inquiries are worthy of a rnlionat creatui 
worthy of the genius witii which the tibernl b; 
of nature ha»endowed you. Use her prolilic g 
as it becomes intelligent beings ; de.tpise thi> sn j 
of the supercilious pedant, who will flatter tod' 
ceiveyou; they are jealous olsuperioraltainm ' 
in, and dread the knowledge of a woman, 
the pedantic libertine once beheve a female is in 
ligent, and he can not, he dare not, inlellecUiU 
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much le»s actually, mcditale an attnrk np hpr V 
lue: and, you will ^enci-mily find, llul iliost »ilA 
fair ones, who become the victiriiB of i heir artifi« 
wei-e prcviouslj the foolish and illileiate votar{q 
of fashion. 

- 1 wooM asV, for what was every faculty adapted 
to scientific improvement given you, in Iht same 
(jUDlaas to us? Were they eivco by another eoc 
or by a discrimitiatmf; hand f Surely not. (lod I 
not, and why ghall man I>C| a respecter of persojj 
ThcisEt qualihcations nnd capacities wei'o §!;ivenfl 
you for iniproviment j niid. by neglectinf; to ir^ 
prove thcnn, you >>in against the law uf iioli 
tialure's God. And, believe me to be your 
ivhen 1 tell you, that he is a faMacion/loc to yoi 
sex, who attempts to establish the worst kind ji 
tyranny over tliem — I mean the tyranny of t' 
mind. What illiberal monopolizers of dignity a 
(o be found amongst the sons of men, in evei 

Eartof the world. How can they be such implao 
le enemies to your charmingsex? But it is yo, 
lusioess to counteiact their malevolent macnjaj 
tions, by using unwearied assidnity, in all _ 

liberal education : and, if you should already h^f 
vrived at the years of maturity, and cannot atteg 
to scholastic resources and reseai'ches, yo;i may Iff 
tBin, nolwilhsiandinE, by indefati^itble persen 
ranee, a sufficiency oipolile information, to put y 
on aa equality, in point of iniellectuiii iiiijiroi 
ment, with a great niaJorUy of our sev. For n 
part, 1 have attained more infornwiiyn 
months, by my individual eniJeavors, limn 1 d 
from the most inirenioua tulors. in une nf the prd 
cipallowniin Kuropo, in the same number " 
Ij therefore, can speak with certainly on ll 
The study of aiitronoray is my greatest delight ; 
this subject have I written and on it do 1 still c 
le/nplaie, not only wiUi ineffable dvlifEhl, but v 
■ great henetit: nothing caa ^ive us more gltMtaj 
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ideas of the creation, mare humiliating thoq^hl 
outselvos, or mare conftilence in the goodnei 
our llesventy Father, Ihan astronomical conti 
ptatiocis. 

I would, tlierefore. entourage my fair readei 
appropriate less time to the decoration of ihcir 
son*, »nd more to the improremenl of their m' 
-The study of astronomy wilt be lo thpin a mml 
useful as well ai entertaining source ofluxuriotis 
invcstteation. The perusal oT sacred ami civil his- 
tory will ereally enrich the mind ; while the light- 
er stody of belles lettres will embellish and orr "~ 
ineitt it. I would caution them to avoid th&.voli 
tUOUB thapsody of the novelist, the roi 

the new philosophy, as Ihey would the f 

serpent. These deleterious vehicles have ruined 
Iheir millions of the human race ; yet works of phi' 
lanthrony, morality, and christian phllosoph' 
which develope what is harmonious and umiabl 
in moral life, may be read with nvidily, and he pi 
duclive of utility. From them we derive a degr 
of mechanical virtue, and leain to abhor syslemal 
vice. The humanizing influence of virtuous poelr_ _ 
and it^ pathetic powers, may likewise be produc- 
tive of charming sensibility, enthusiastic tenderness 
and luxurlancy of sentiment. But in all your lite- 
rary researches, you should never forget, that Ihe 
ingenuity ol the head, without ingenuousness of 
heart, will never render you ftmiiible in the estimi- 
lion of your or our sex. If local circumstances 
should leave it out of your power to nllain any 6e~ 
gree of proficiency from the trrasurea of antiquity, 
remember that Ihe august book of creation is open 
lo all for investigation. In it study the philosophy 
of nature. By this you may not only embellish 
your natural genius, out replenish your heart witli 
imperishable beauties, from the inexhaustible ma- 
l^azine of benefactions. And you shouhlevcr bear 
m mind, in your laborious and scienlilic pr — 
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Is, timt you are not toiline for the acquisitions, 
fashion*, and fopperic's which perish in the using: 
but raliier for the bread which endureth unto ettr- 
nal life. 

1 think itshoulil prove a formidable stimulus to 
recollect, that while your corporeal eharmalaii- 
suishand fade, your mental accomplishments will 
be improving to alt eternity. 

Here we see and know more, and conscqaeotly 
improve more, from day to day; yet still we can- 
not ascertain the thousandth pnrt of the tminvesli- 
fable wonders of creation, and the unfathomable 
eoefits, astonishing munificence, super-eminent 
privileges, and intrinsic excellencies of the cove- 
nant of erace and wonders of redeeming love. 
And it will be the same, no doubt, with us liereaf- 
ter. We shall see as much more of the immutable 
architecture and unutferable benevolence of our 
heavenly Father, as this earth exceeds in magni- 
tude the circumference of a particle of dust. And 
yet what we shall then see [though endowed with 
the same visual rays as the most exalted cherubims 
and scranhims,] when compared to what is to be 
seen of liis inaccessable glory, brilliancy, magnifi- 
cence, and munificence, will be like comparing the 
the thousandth part of a moment to boundless eter- 
Ditv. If, then, we are susceptible of such amazing 
and divine improvement, both here and hereafter, 
how reprehensible must we be to neglect the im- 
provement of our minda, not only almost but alto- 
geiher? Instead of promoting, by ourconduct, con- 
versation, or writings, the causeof piety, and facili- 
tating the intellectual improvement of our fellow 
travellers to the grave ; we contaminate their minds 
and poison the whole moral system. Surely, we 
cannot meet theapprobationof a Justand holy God, 
if the sacred remembrance of the former conduct is 
pre^antwith prolific pleasures, whether in a world 
of sycophants or a world of spirits! Surety, the 
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reflection of the Imier roust be Wig vnxh ihe trfn 
tliuodiTS of Jehovah's indignation t ' ' 
gcancc of elernjiy. 

May 1 tiutnblj' and earnestly brg the patictiM 
my fairreaiier, wliilel tirojjalewhinta on a subjf 
Uiat I bave scarcely sug^fitcd in tfie aiiteceuent 
ririalores, from a tenaciawt wish to accommodate 
my maitcr to the tasle of the volalile nnd gay, ivho, 
r am confident, do not wi»!i to hear or reail much 
abotil vital religion, having reserved that ^ubj^et 
for tlii^ consideration of oW age. Millions of pro- 
lix and puerile discourses have been delivered trom 
Die pulpit and the nrcss. doctnnnl and practical, 
on this subject, whicn have tended to lead the mind 
into* labyrinth of uncertainties, both pi-emises and 
conclusions bav\ni& often been equnJl^ amhi^uous. 
JBy such performances; religion is made to appear 
the tp'eatest mystery and phenom^mon In natura ; 
whereas it is, in reality the most simple thing under 
the broad canopy of heaven, which I will endeavor 
to make appear m a few words. 

It is, in short, Hothinp rtiore than pure love to 
God and man. This love will stimulate the soul to 
the performiince of actions, which will be well 
pleasine to God and beneficial to man The omis- 
sion ofduties, or the commission of sins, willgrievB 
such B one more than any pain or punishment; and 
the performance of duties will be productive of the 
sacred pleastiTes which lba.ve pointed nui in the 
preGxen pages. Such a soul loves God for his own 
intrinsic excellence, and not for what he can give 
or take away. The religion of such a man is seated 
in his heart, not his head. 

Few can say this mucli ; and I will assign an aii- 
Ihcutic reason, namely, a mistateo notion of the 
severity of Providence, whose despotism is m^f^ 
oified at Ihe expense of his munificence. U is un- 

fenerous and unjust to impute to God the evils we 
ring upon ourselves, by our imprudence ind dij 
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,_jdieine. Thai freedom of will, which is the 
qaintessenee of our natural and moral powers, 13 
perverted and corrupted by our perveraeneas. and 
misery is the necessary result. God is not, nor 
indeed can he be, the author of evil. Could I be- 
lieve this of him, the supposition would not only 
shake my confidence, but annihilate my love, 
though not my fear. 

Alas! how has religion been dishonoured by 
blind and bloody zealots, and fanatics, by whom 
the source trf benevolence has been metamorpho- 
sed to a blood thirsty monster. 0, conscience, thou 
vicegerent of Heaven ! assume thy legal preroga- 
tives, vindicate the honour of the eternal, and let 
loose thy tenfold vengeance upon such enthusiastic 
and impious calumniators. To be blinded by such 
fanaticism, I might say heresv; and of course, to 
be ignorent of the simple reli^on of Christ ; i. e. 
repentance towards God, and faith in our dear Re- 
deemer, is the greatest curse that can befai a hu- 
man being. Reader, may the good God open your 
eyes to see the truth, as it is m Jesus, before you 
sleep the sleep of death. The most refined plea- 
sure results from the candid investigation of sa- 
wed truths. For instance, when I find that God 
not only loves the whole human fan»ily collective- 
ly but myself as an individual, surely this senti- 
ment will create love iit mine or any generous 
braoEt. OrBiitudc will revive, and tears of peni- 
tential sorrow will begin to flow ; that is, when we 
readily see, feel, and believe this truth. One ex- 
pression of Gratitude from such a person, will be 
more acceptable than a thousand volumes of formal 
declamatory and systematical prayers. One sincere 
penitential sigh is more efficacious than all the 
wicked prayers earrie'l bv proud, perver^e, -ind 
pelolent devotees to the church militant for a thou- 
sand years. 

How many make a pompous profession of reL-^ 
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V j^iOB,an(l implieitl^ depend on forms and mkiimw ■ 
iiles for salvation, while they are utterly destitute 
of that chri«tinn philanthropv which is the nerve 
orr«lii;tDn,Bnd without which it is an empty name. 
Woe be to such proress^trs, if God shows them ne 
more cininosaion than tliey show to their brethren. 
Btifore (conclude, I mutt inform the reader, that 
i have for many months past been occasionally pre 
pariog a manuscript work on christian perfection, 
for the press. What induced mc to compose thig 
work, was a happy deliverance I experienced from 
the manacle of the gtiilt and power of in-dwelling 
<iia some years a^o; and 1 may add, the false no- 
lions I entertained of the severity of God. which 
kept me unutterably wretched ; though I had beea 
seeking sincerely and striviDg to serve aiftctionate- 
ly my Maker from my minor state, Alas', by 
looking too much to the ceremonies of men. I 
neglected to descry the sympathy of God. While 
listenine to the coDtraversial lecture of men, I for- 
got to listen to his small still Toice, who often cried 
10 reason's car, "Mis is the way, walk jc in it J" 
In short, I rushed upon the immediate prrformanco 
of the whole mora! law, without previously taking 
Christ ami hisrifthteousness for my guide and help 
therein, and of consequence found both wind and 
tide were against me. 1 never considered the due 
place of holiness in the mystery of salvation: nor 
the impossibiliiv of hringins fo'th the fruit of the 
spirit without Its aid. I knew that holiness was 
tthiolulely necessary tu salvation, as the means to 
the end ; hat ne%-er recollected that it was part of 
the end itself. Such was the madness of my folly 
that 1 believed I was saved bj; good works, as the 
nrocufinE cause of my salvation ; and forgot that 
we are saved from ba.l to ^ood works, as the fruils 
rtiul effects of grace, to vvliich alone praise should 
redound, and not to the miserable creature. 
Now, blessed be God, 1 sec tliat holiness la Cl« 
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^nly a distinguished, but a central part of our salva- 
tiom where all the meaus of grace, and ordinances 
of religion terminate. To be saved from the bon- 
da^ Msm and misery here, is synonimous with 
being sared from the punishment of sin hereafter. 
Attend with scrupulosity to these important 
Irnths my amiable readers, and your persons or 
minds, will not be subject to the usurpation of tem* 
porai or spiritual invaders. Pardon me for enlarg- 
ing these strictures, such is the solicitude I feel for 
yoar present and eternal welfare, that when I be- 
^in to write, I know not when to conclude. 
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